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{ITH _THOMAS ROACH

Thommes msrried twice , His first wife Mrs,
Alma Rosch, nee Alma Neil, died many years ago,
lle deseribedone of these wives as™a holf an-el, "
With Alma he had 3 chilidren:
l, Mrs, Doris Wilsony; she hsas gone to Amerieca «2
years ago,
2¢ Mrs, Marion Johhson; she is the wife of Isaac
Johnson,
3« Louis fcachy Louis lives in Christiens where
he has married a woman nee Mc Adam,
The girls father has a'bus and a
truck,
"These are the children that come out of the poor
orphan," he said of the above children, Later ,he
said "l have about 25 children -it may even be 353
some Of them a don't even know, I say 25, it could
be 363 & only tell you = cuarter, I was a good
billy,® Challenged by a listener ss being wild,
he sald ~"Yes, but a was a good looking maen, an'
them like mi,

Recently he met one of these meny children
-2 daughter in Bull 8avannah, nd she asked him
to give her a dress, He gave her the dress, It
cost him 18/-,

Careep

33%001 was the Bull Spv#ennah elementary, aks
He does not remember how 0ld he was when he L $.4:8.5.% 3
began attending nor at what age he left school be-
cause ~"that time pecople don't take date,"” Shortly
after he left school, school tescher Charles Harriet
took eharge of the school,

After school: -"A went to Christiana as a
boy. I left school in 1895, and in 1897, went to
a half uncle named Felix Roech," Felix R, is
yet alive, ( Thomas Is 70)

In Christiana with uncle Felix he orked in

cane fields fhis uncles,) mek sugar in the mill.:
head sugar,”

"In 1900 @ get in trouble es a rude boy; @ot
in trouble with » girl," Asked what trouble he
said -"y'u noh knowl" He ran away fron “Yhristiana,
He ran away after the beby was born; the babys
hother had had difficulty in the delivery of the
child eand the doctor had had to be ealled, The
doctor's att niance had cost money, He did not hawe
the money, *kaxhmxxix He had had to run away



Juhet was

/the same kind of

/the entire acersge
of

Fonily Hecord == 7 © &

because "the board Iﬂﬁpﬁctﬁf Shaw wes on mi every
day for money, and I have to qalt," (e did not
say to what boerd IP”“ ctor Shaw belonged, or to
wha t service)

‘From YYristiana he vet rned to Ridge toxmkm share
house with his father, In the meantime his fther
had heard about the baby in Christians snd had seht
for it, The child arrived in one of the hampers
carried by & donkey, The hamper mpxmsifzihzm onx
the other side was weighted by about 6 heads of
BUGET .

He had only = o¢ ip his pocket when he left
Christisana, He arrived in “idge without any money
because he had lent the 9@ (0 another sn who had
used the money to buy a ¢ pint of rum, <%he drink
had been consumed by four men altogether, himself
included,

There were others of his parent: children sharing
house with his fet er when he returned home, One
of these, a brother named Caﬁa Runchywas the one
who went to Christiana with" iﬂu donkey, for the baby,

He cultivates: He cultivated on his father's
land, e did not say whaet was the acerage of the
plot cultivated,or/mf the area of the land owned
by his father, e cultivated yams, sweet potatoes
cassava and tobaceo, He sold & portion of all his
erops,particularly the $he tobacco, He saved some
of the money made from the sale of these crops,

RBuys his own land: About 10 years after his
return Tor  Christianc, he bought with money saved,
a8 171 acres pdot, He cultlv&tﬁd/cropsf“ab on his

fa ther s lasnd, Sold some of the erops; again his
chief sale crons was tobbeeco. He gaved some of the
money form the sale of these c¢rops,

His house: Fe built a 2 apt house on the land,
Hle has since enlargened this imxkermsmexxz into a 6
apt, house, He really did not build the first 2 apts,
tihe land he bought being his"fathers claim" Xkzxi
had the 2 apt house on it when it was bought, By
"father's clain'he mean3 land claimed by his father
xx but for/which his father had not been paying taxes,
When the government surveyor hs come and found the
land to contain more aderage than was being pald
for he was given priority option to purchase the
la nd,

Buys more lands: "After a start make a little
elimbing, with gvuod 1uc7, end a good wife -with a
half eng el,“(th@ wife) MEXRABXRM@xmKENINEYX he hu
enough mney to buy another piece of 1-nd adjoining
the first piecce and contisting of 2% acres, This




piece of lsnd had been/ owned by one nsmed BHtler
and the other Solomon, He paid 220 for the la nd,
He had got the money for the purchase from the sale
of his crovs -chiefly itobscco, Tobasceo was then
"low-pried;" it used to be sold st from 20/=- to
32/- per 1 cwt, (112 lbs)

He boasts modestly that he is "a pioneer,"
He 88 the first msn who tried out using "esve
#O&B m 1d," and also the first man mhm i n
Bull Savannsh who launchi&d out to give his child-
ren a good education, An example of his ent p-
prise 1/ this dire etion is his daughter Mprs,
Marior Johnson; she is a trained school teacher;
Le sent her to The Bethlehem Thaining College, Her
training in that instituti n cost him £20 per year,

"

She spent 7 years 1o the college,

Thomas does not look his are, Fe is fond of rume
~very fond of rum; it seems he is never sober sov
e rheps in the carly mornings; I have scen & namber
0f times during the day, Ye wae sover on none of
thess occesions,

He talked quite willingly. Seemed quite happy
in the telling of his FTife's sbory, deteils to which
ne has promised to glve next Saturday whe: he will
call. aguin
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