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Under one acr#e.

1l donkey, 2 swine, 4 goats, 6 sheep. 1 hen=
1l doz, eges.

Value garden crop L4:10:0,

4 avoecedoes = 3 doz, 1 breadfruit-not fruit,
3 coconuts = 48 nuts,, 14 m-ngoes= 158 doz.
3 naseberries 24 doz. 10 grapes = ?
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Interviewed Martha Kochester.

Hartha did not want to give me any information. She
said the Government should assist her as she had been
paying taxes for a long time.

"Dudley Simpson wife is I raise hfer and she married
out a my hand. Her little boy Rupie, come here every
night and sleep with me."

"All like me should get help. A poor blind like me,
paying taxes for so longe. I was in the church and not
even the Parson/come and look for me. [eacher come
here two time, long tdme now. I have 7 children all
lawfully, 1Is over 20 years me husband die. After the
children leave Bellview, them come home to me. Them
leave one by one until them married. I say is a good
thing them not here, for there would not be hing
for them to do. Over 18 years blind. I go to doctor
at Malvern, go to Black River, Was in hospital in
Kingston. After that I go to the highest eye doctor
in Kingston."

"The children send thing for me. Sometime, a little

present, then can' send for me all the time. This one
down here Wilbert, him married and have 3 children.
When them take a wife, you can' expect anything from
them. Some wife have every thing under them care.

See him just send this (cassava) for me."

Family History.

Martha was born at Malvern. "I am a stranger in this
district.

Mother Caroline Sobinson. Father James Robinson. HMar-
tha's brother Samuel Robinson is now living with her.
"Him is a idiot. When me mother had the stomach there
was a woman name Annie Benjamin who was a idiet. iny

thing you tell her to do , she do ite. If you tell her
to put herself in that fire ske go and do it. My mo-
ther did like the joke and she always laugh, She mark
the picknie, and see him born so."

n .
Samuel said I sould marry him if I were not yet married.
Sartha said "Same thing I tell you, him/talk anything
good."

Martha's husband was Henry Rochester. His parents

Anna and Aaron Rochester.

Kitchen.

Martha does not like her kitchen. As 1 see a steanger
come and I in any way looking fumny indifferent. I fee.
ghame for I don wuse to it. From I was small my mother
teach me to be tidy." Wilbert has promised to fix her

kitchen.
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Land.

ﬁenry inherited 3 acres from his father. Has 31 acres
at rubnate. Martha was not able to say how much he paid
for it. "Gvoernment run out the land. Them send out
surveyor. Him pay instalment."” Wilbert works the land.
His house is built wary near to his mother's.®

"I don' will over any land to him, neither me nor him
father. ut you must say is me and him one in the house
go I have to treat him kindly."  Asked if Wilbert has
bought ,any land. “I don' believe him will buy any.

I don know what him will take and buy it. Him have
wife and picknie, and him poor muma ‘pon him." I kept
writing all the time and she said "You m ean you have to
write that all the white people them should a shot. We
can' come to nothing sake a (because of) them."

"ﬁ?ecomes weak, sick, mm® blind, and have to rake and
sérape to meet the taxes. I never sece any white man
pay taxes yet. All the higher classes them do is to

get money QM USe When it come to sickness and old
age them don 'member us.  All them lef' we to dé is,Bo
t'ief, and if you t'ief, them présan you. I never get
aid from the church, nor the highér quarters."

"One woman did come a'ready nd write down just like you,
Them say is census. All the voting and voting - not a
help. Even you now, you geyting a bread what say on
we who not getting nothing. And still it don suit you
in some way, for it mash off you boot and stretth out
you little clothes, and perhaps the pay is simple."

"How rich people land nobody don' seek after it. I don'
believe them pay taxes." We heard the noise of a plane
Martha said "Hear them old plane de mawx again, them
wont even drop little something give you. If it was
not bhe tomgtoe, hungry would myst take some of the peopl
in this digstrict. Two 1little potatoe for 2:d. Can'
dash 'way my money."

Cost of living in Kingston.

Martha could be living in Kingston with any of her daugh-
ters but she does not like the city as things abe too

expensive. "According to what me see them buy in King-
ston, me could not stay there. Me could not live in
Kingston. Me prefer to come home and me can pick anything
at all. ¥

People of Bull Savanah

"Phere 1s no place where you find people work harder,
than the people in the same didtrict here - Bull Savanah.
where I come from - Malvern, the people work hard, but
not like Bull Savanah people. If them go fe jove you
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them love you. If them go fe hate you, them hate you
for all times. If them want to give you anything, them
give you them heart. If them don' want to give you;
,When them sce you 4 coming,them hide it. Them lie and
eeifful, but when distress them help you."

Martha did not have anybody in the home to help her

grate t”he cassava. "Nobody to help grater cassava, I
have to sit down on me batty and do it."

iy husband dead leave me with all the children. 1Is
Bellview home they grow. Amanda Gaynor (nee Rochéster)
living in Kingston. "She was working with white peodle
from she could help herself. She go all around with
them. OShe working and her husband working." Wilhel
South (nee Rochester) and Henry also live in Kingston.
Hrs, Hilda Simpsonand Bereta Roy are in Bull Savanah.
"Wilbert live in the same home/ you must say." Ernest
is in America. When he went away first he used to write
his mother and send money for her, He does not write

to her again. "I send and ask him wife for him address
and she tell me that him move. ©She fraid him send any-
$hing and give me." Ernest's wife is living in King-
ston. -

Premature birth.

Hhenxaritha-wasxexpsekingxanaxag xher
Martha lost @ane of her babies because she worked too
hard. "I was a whole heap of clothes and I go to Alli-
gator Pond market to sell bammy. I just feel something
kind of let loese, and to tell {he truth I was not even
sure it was what. Anyway I don make any noise I just
take up me tray and put it on me head and leave the mar-
ket. When 1 reach the bush, I feel like something let
los$é again, I just lap me frock so {(She thered her
skirtg and tucked it in between her 1egs§aand take me
time till I reach home." Before she reached to the
house she saw her husband, Exxirdxhim and asked him to
put on some water for her. The baby was born shortly
after. The neighbours helped her. "People was not
unkind like now." The premature birth was more painful
than the normal birth.

Courtship and marriage.

"I had some cousins living in Bull Savanah and them uuse
to come and visit me at Malvern, and I visit them here.
Well one night when I come here the hall was so full with
young man I had to ery excuse and go in the room. Every
body hear about this stranger, you know,they come to
know me. Of all the men 1in the house I only like one,
and that one was Henry."

"I am the last child,vand ks me one was in the houdfe,
so me mother use to dress me. When you sce I step into
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Bethlehem churech every body have to look on me. Is
now a days péople dont look on me. All some who use to
come here and we sit down and talk, them pass me a road
and don' even say howdy,"

HMartha met young men im Malvern who wante to write her,

but she told them not to. Henry was the oly person she
allowed to write her. After meeting him at Bull Sava-
nah she told her mother about him. She had to "pluck
up courage " to do it.

"When the letter come, what you think me mother do, go
and get somebody to read it and answer it herself. Up
to now I don' sce the letter." lie mother aid like him.

"I could get Joseph Brown a shop keeper, I could get
David Dennis a dispenser. A black man but a gentelman.
Martha was married at 18.

Mannyg Powell,

Mann¥é owned a truck. "Him bring cargo of all descrip-
tion from Mandeville. One day him leave here hearty,
his was not really hearty, but we must say him hearty,
and him dead in the truck at Mandeville."

nice
"lgnny was cso wild him Tfool up the ymumg girls with
‘him money nd him pretty face. Him fool a nice girl
Bing Powell. llanny gwan and gwan and would not done
till him fall her, She go to him house and she had
to leave, for him would not consent to married.h=mx
It was not long after she leave him that she married"

Martha wanted to know if I were married. "Some of the
men them whether them married or not, them miserable
like what, you have to be careful with yourself. You
may get a man and then you say if I did know. lle get
one poop t'ing one, Him help me with&he picknie them,
him work, but him d4d4d poor. Ilie don' regret it."

Colour preference.

Martha has a fair complexion. 4sked if her mother or
father was black "My mother gran father was a white
man - a jew. Vhen you hear'bout jew you must know is
white people.”

Children in Martha's days.

"Children fow, different from my time. My mother tell
me that when her mother send her out, she spit on the
ground and before it dry she mus' come back. If you do
anything wrtong on the road anybody can flog you and you
can tell you mother about it. If you tell her, she
wilt beat you again for she will say if you was not do-
ing something wrong, they could not beat you."

"These children now, if they hear big people talking, they



camuel sleeps in MNartha's room. “"He no like it even
though 2 me brother, for me noh like no man to sleep in
me room except me husband e son have a room down de
(pointed to Wilbert's home) and me did want Samuel to
sleep there. Ohe tellme that I can' get the room.

She make one girl - Myrtle Alvaranga - leave her mother
home at Top Hill and come down here, then the mother
man come here to her," 7ilbert Powell is very black.
fle 18 nieck named naaga. Wilbert sleeps with Myrtle.

"I eauld get her out, you know, because is my place,
but I dem: keaubinx feel I am out of dispute
piteh nowe I am getting olds”

G o W o -

Yhen Floret Simoson get pregnant lartha did not quarrel
with her. "Is foolishness to guarrel, for it done
a'readys You wiil spoil them luck when you quarrel.
*hem can # have whole heap of pickine and them don' get
the ring., If them ?~t to have them you can stop thems
Them say if you han' in & lilion mouth, you mus take
time draw it outs He talk to her, but you sce maybe
if me did wuarrel with her, would not get the ring.

lirse Loy have a nest full mExthmm (children) and they
would no% even come here and say granny how you doe
Thes don watch me again, get too high. As them gone up
/a top, and me down a bottom. I don worry meselif for
/' ¥ know, I use to ecare them.. I8 mother to walk after
piecknie, not picknie after mother."

‘vYou must give g$he devil its dues The daughter in law
down here, don' kxeatxmme cherish me so nice but I say
one kindness deserve another." Ilirs. Roy and her chil-
dren had typhoid last year, after they wareaxhBatiex
left the hospital they were not very stoong.znd Willle's
wife too: them in her home and cared them until they
were strong. "She use to go to hespital to them all
the time and ecarry things for them, and now Mrs. Roy
nor the pickney them don' even go theres le tell her
that she wrong and she don ' like it. One of her pig
1iptle boy was at Willie and she take him 'way,"

AL

ieals

the gives Xseihx Ruple coffee every morning before he
leaves for homes 0ld time people say had go han'
come” (a present given or kindness done earns a return)
if is even a little porridge, [ take some for me son.
1 don; covetdous, me one can' eat."

1 gave “artha chocolates. She sald she was very fond
of 1te "But you ip a stranger i1s me should give you
something." Before she got the chocolate, she was
looking for a boy to pick me a coconutles She saild I
should call on her againe
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Inform,Dudley Simpson.
2lede48,
deCa + T,0,

Floret Powell, Mertha Rochester’s grand-daughter,
1s Dndley Simpson’s wife. She is not staving more with
her grandmother = lives now with DudRtey in his house,

Dudley ‘s and Floret’s son Simpson Rupert, who
wes staying pmxmansnkiyxwith together with his bro-
ther Daslyn Simpson in their great grandmﬂther s home,
live now at least partly in the father’s house.

Rupert spends days at Shadogk Hill with his
father and mother., EmxEmaxxhexikzxxmraxiigprandtxmakkarx
But for the night he returns to his great grand mother’:
s hgme. He does not eall her great grand mother ”gran-
niec.” Raxaxtixxhar ”He c¢2ll him / = her/ Mamme,” ”And
he ¢all his mother Aunt Floret,”
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Visit at home. Interv. Martha Hochester.
li'a 7&48. o
TeOo

Mrse Martha was in her kitchen blowing into the
fire. “he had a clean plain dress of some thick cotton
materials I Introduced myself mentionning the namnes of
her daughter Hilda and grande-daughter Floret. “‘rs. Martha
heard about me from them. ~he said she knew who I was but
couldn't see me. "Thls eye is gone - she sald polating to
the left one = and with this one I see a little 1ight, :
Just to find my way to the kitchen," I asked her how it —
happened she lost her sight. "I will tell you ilssis" and
the old woman crouched in the alddle of her kitchen and
told me the story:

~Ihe story of larthd blindness. (Courtship with tragic end

"My husband died and leave me with a decent lot of
children, seven of them. Harry was only 10 months old.
4nd I will tell you, there 1s no shame a gentleman lir,
Witter was paying mm a visit, to me. It wasn't my coscent
4 person brought him to me, Ir, Edman Witter from Niabert
near cross roads (Junction), After a time he pay a second
visit and ask my conscent. I did give him conscent. He
went to Kingston and I hear he was telling somebody about.
me - telling he shouldn't tell it. So when he come I ask
him "who you sald about my business and yours?'" :

-ditter denlied having told anybody about the "busie
ness" but Martha was very cross with him. 3he said she
didn't want to have anything to do with him again. And
“artha sald "If you want a wife talke my daughter and mare
ry her." This offe Hre Witter. He went away and the
next thing lirs. “artha heard from Him was that he was
sending to tell her that she has to give him back "whate=-
ver I have for him." "He only gaye me a check and I buy
callco to make an undergarmente ~ ‘artha went Lo ihe Za

zistrate and asked him whether she is to give baek the gap
ment. The Magistrate told her to keep it as 1t”will be &
sroof that the man promised to marry her. But Hartha did
not went to marry her suitor - she says. He never visited
i a>0ne'day she was lying on her bed "broad awake.I
hear donkey foot right under this naseberry tree. A voice,
and i1t was that man voice, say 'hallo', I don'p answer,
And again: *hallo® and I don't answer. An? a thrid time
'hallo'. I say ‘Aye' meaning, 'I hear you'. I put a clean
sheet on my bed. The one I was lylng on was quite clean, ;
but I put a clean one on it and apeg the door: nobody to
gee. I ask'Who may be that call me?' I look round and my !
dear lilssis from that noment I could never see agalin. It ®
was Just between day light and dark. I only say here 18
- the person who call me' and from that moment blindy I am
blind. Can't see a something. It was the volce of the said
nan, but nobody there., It's not the visitation it's fhe

1ittle bit of calico that blind me. .
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lMartha visited Mr, Witter only twice. "The first
time I take this Turls Roy and my daughter and pay a
visite. And a second time with my son. Two trip. I didn't
love the man and I didn't want him, so I tell him.,"

lartha went to many doctors to cure her gwe. She
went to Lr. Swaby and to dr.Horsgrave and asked them to
tell her what was the matter with her eye. She says her
left eye = which 1s totally blind now - was hanging
quite out of the socket. The doctors told her"It's very
serious", They wanted to perform an operation but lartha
didn't want 1t. "Through the good care of the doctors
my eyes are clear but I can't see, Just bucking around.
19 years I am blind, lissis, 19 years,"

Wildowhood and bringsipg up children.

When Martha's husband Henry Rochester died 28 years
ago she was left with seven children, the youngest of
whom was a few wmonths old. Henry ‘ochester dlied of
"overstrain". (It is more likely Henry Hochester died
42 years ago. BEglon iochester told me that Henry died
exactly the same day and month only one year later than
his mother, and his iother died on &pril 12th 1905. Also

the eldest daughter of liarthagHilda Simpson is 52 years

old now. When the father died Hilda went to the orphanage
go she must have been a glirl in her teen#i and not a wo=-
man ®mR 24 yrs old. Martha's notions of time are very
vague and I would rather rnl¥ on the dates gilven ue by
Eglon Rochester,yho 1s Henry's nephew.)
Martha wasn't able to support all these children

and send them to school in Bull-3avanngh " ouldn't sup-

ort them and find clothes for them." S0 she took them _

one by one" to Bellevue in lorningside. It is a govern-
ment orphanage which stlll exlists. All her chlldren, ex-
cept the youngest Henry were educated in Hornlngside.
"Henry was little neglect, I put him in school in Bull-
Savannah." At that time the head master of this institu- .
tion was a ilr, Boyen (?) . "A very ggod teacher a noble
squire," Martha was pleased with the educatlo. her :
children got, but she didn't like the clothes "The Yover-
nment find Tor them." Onece H_lda came to visit her mother

' and she was clad in a dress made of some rough sack cloth
and bare footed., lartha went to the teacher., "Squire I

gay I am porr but have a high mind, I don't appreclate

the @lgth1n§.“ The tcacher was very polite to her and
called her "irs, ‘ochester", Martha atiributes 1t to the
Tact that "I would deliver myself nicely. ilartha proposed
to the teacher that the eldest girl Hilda would work in
the school and get some wages, as the teacher sald he
couldn't find better clothlng for the children for the
money he had at his disposal from the governuent allowance
3o Hilda started to work there and the teacher pald her
6/- a month, This didn't satlsify lartha. She went again
to see the teacher and told him 'Et 8 rather suall wages,
wouldn't buy even a simple dress.” 5o the teacher pald

Hilda 12/~ a month.
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”Agter them come (from the school) them work for white
people.” Martha found for each child an employment with
white people. 3he did 1t through the parson first and then
through the people with whom the elder shildren were workig
alrzadya "Every one working with white people and Amanda in
& 80D

Hartha's education.

I asked lartha what was her educatlion and where she
learned to "deliver herself nicely." Martha 1s from Ginger
Yrounds in the Halvern district. 3he met her future hus-
band on a market day in Malvern. "My educatlon was simple.

I liet umyself to “hurch and the Sunday school teacher teach ~

me to read my Bible. And my husband was very educated. He
teach me tos I have from my husband." After she came to
live with ther husband in Bull-Savannah lartha Jjoined also
the anglican church and was given further educatlon there.
"I buy even a copy book and do a little at home."

8 rentage Her parents James and Caroline ‘
are dead long agoe. Her brothers zudv¥wtews:David ™
rt4 Samuel and four married sisters: Georglana Simus
Margaret épenner‘ Ada Brown and Francella Prown are dead

toos Martha wasn't interested in her flsters and brothers,
For more than half a century she lived for her childreige

muel care 2 months ago from hospital & stays with Wilbert.

The gtory of Martha's children, Martha had 8 children
but "one die so we don't count.” ( I heard a similar senten

ge on other ocecasions). The living children are: the eldest
Hilds 52, Ernest, Amanada, Wilbert, Berita, Willel and the
youngest Henry. lMartha says Henry 1s 28 but 1t seems lupos-
gible, he must be much more.

After they left the orphanage “artha found for them
enplofment with white people. Three of those chlldren live
in Bull-Savannah: Wiibark

Wilbert: married Ann Powell. He llves in a house near
to his mother's. He cultivates all the land which his father
left and is the uain supporter of Martha. .(see F.R. 3) |

Hilda, had an outside daughter with Edgard Powell.3he
narried afterwards Yames Simpson (see F.R. 156) |

Berita married David Roy who died about 3 years agos
(see F.l, 185) X | ;

Henry works in Kingston at fltenriques. This very mor-
ning Martha learned that hls wife dled. Mr. Fowell who owns
a truck was in Mandeville Saturday and he read in the "Glea
ner" that her funeral was on Saturday. From the beginning |
Martha didn't approve of Henry's marriage. fenry married a
"high class woman". At the time Henry met first in Kingstm
M was there staying with her daughter Amanada. When
gggtgzarnsd that Hengy was seeing the girl she told him:
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4 oya11 you be able to manage it my son - i1t's high class
woman and sickly. You will have to give her a servant."
Marthe knew that the girl was brought up and educated in
Amegiua. 3&9 came to jamaloa to jJoin her uncle because she
was"slcklyy she had lung trouble, But Henry didn't listen
to his .other's advice. "I was dutiful to my parents.The
blessing of my parents is walking with me." Martha attribus
tes %ha further misfortunes of her son to the fact that he
didn't listen to her and -didn't obey her advice. "From the
time the ring got on his finger she was no use to hia."
During &xx the whole period of their marriage the woman
wae sick and Henry had to pay doector's and hospltal bills.
He had“to deny himself even food to be able to care for the
wife. "He himself 1s sick beczuse he starved." One of her
daughterm told Martha that Benry had to spend "£19 or £9

a week, I don't remember exactly, but mmex ither £19 or

£ 9", Martha also resented that "we never know the faule
1y (of the girl) ti1ll Henry wmarry."

Now Martha learnt that the wife is dead. "My son is
relieved from the burden and the woman is out of pain.The
Lord will pardon me Af it's wrong, I feel that way." MNar-
tha heard also that Henry wlll have to sell his home he
has in Kingston in order to meet the doctors' bills. “he
hopes, that now Henry will be able to start his life anew.
"He 1s 28, he narried in young youth." (According to my cal
culations Henry i1s much more than 28.)

Martha intends to write in a few days a letter to
Henry. "I will write a letter to come home and spend a few
days with me - to clear up the burden." "The very home he
has to sell to pay doctors. Sometimes when they (the childs
ren) don't hear what the parents say they are worse for 1t.
He has no family to stay with him," Martha regards the fact
that Henry hasn't got anybody of the famlly to stay with
him ag gomething very depressing.

Amanda married a lir. Kance and lives in Kilngston.
She works in a shop for many years now, Once she worked for
a white lady who tock her to England. But it was in winter
and Amanada came after a few months back to Jamaleca, 1t
was too cold for her there. "Amanade my childe Nothing 1s
too good for her mother.She cares for me that one."

Ernest married and his wife and children live in Kimg
aton while he is since 6 years on contract in Amerlca. Ere
nest married "A black woman but she has good deliverance.":
Ermest send from America "Plenty of money, but the wife lodk

Mertha thinks the wife is right in "locking" this money.Ske® -
actually puts in into the bank account. "Must look after

the children,”" Hartha approves of this daughter-in-law.X
Ernest sends HMarths money from time to time from Americae.
But Ernest's wife doesn't know about it. Martha explains

ghe didn't tell the wife because they live far and so sh
dldn't have the opportunity of doing so. However "sShe don
deal with me badly. She sent 10/- and 5/-. If she respect

me as much to send 15/= = a good daughter in law,"
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Wilbert varried and lives nearby. He works all the
land and supplios lMartha with all the food she neéis."Siwv
vev le also glves her occasionally some money."One shillimg
or two shillings, or three." Hartha coocks for herself. "Iie
daughter-in-law 1s cross so I don't molest her. I wash uy
pot elean.” Some daughters in law don't make much of the
mother=in-law "once they uarry the son." lMartha doesn't
need her help. "Since I have my children them, if I am in
distress I can send and they help me."

irst grannie was ¥
side child of the eldest daughter Hilda., Floret was brouglt
up by Martha who sent her to school. "Floret is very trace
table, can sew and wash do a little of everything." Even =
now thought Floret lives with her husband budley Simpson
she washes for lartha "Floret - she will deo everything to
help me & good child." The eldest son of Floret Rupy sleers

with Harthe "To keep me company." "He come every night, _
through rain, or dark he is here every night. He says'lium~
m}l am not afraid"(To come by dark from the parents' ho=
e, «

_Martha's means of subsistonce. "The main burden"
the duty to provide llartha with food and occasional cash
rests with the son Wilbert whe cultivates the whole land,
Hartha gets presents and money from her children who are
in Kingston (“manads, Willel) & from the son Ermest who is
in Anerica, alsg from hig wife in Kingston. The two dau-
ghters in Bull="avannah Perita Roye and Hilda <inpson "Them
good children, but poor, plenty of worries." Hartha's wa-
shing is done by her grand-daughter Floret whom she raised
The great grand son Rupy keeps her coupany at nighte.

How lartha plans to dispose of the land.larths
says she has T acrest % acres of ! 'me land and Jgacres in
the woodlands. (Unler one acre in CQnsusg. "I am-looking
to my grave. I don't make any will yet ." She told me that
gho didn't make eny will and even didn't speak about it
but she intends to call a witness and do 1t in the near
future. "It's seven lawfully children and whatever I have
1e to share equal among them." But lartha is a little wor-
ried : she wants to give each child an equal share. Yet
Wilbert works the whole land and supports her. Other chlle-
dren make their living otherwise. But she g&n‘t'leava evey
thing to Wilbert "Seven lawfully chlldrem - can't take
advantace." Now the 4% acres in fulnate this “artha regard
as a land which "concern me more, I get my title.,” After
her husband's death she got the title of thls land which
was purchased by him, but the title wasn't yet glven as
Martha still paild the installements. "Suppose sell 27 acre
of thls land and distribute. One can't get the whole - 1t
would (look 1like) advantage.” Hartha works it this way:
she considers the real pabrimony as consisting of the 3
acres of home land, Of this each child should get an equal
share. Excluding Wilbert it would be g acre Bor each of tl®\
remaining 6. Now Henry has to get the old home as the -
younzests "It 1s a poor house, a shack, but he will get it
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It leaves 5 children to get 4 acre each. 30 she would
think 1t fair that 2} acres of the woddlands should be
sold to pay them and the rest 1.e. 3 acres of home land
Linus the old home and 4 acre for Henry and over 2 acres
of woodlands would go to Wilbert. The woodlands land
Hartha considers more as belonging to her and since Wil-
bert "has the burden" of her upkeep she would pass it to
- him ., 3She asked me whether I thought it a fair deal.

I thought it mvmmevedxx very clever.

The houge, Hartha wanted to show me her house (we
were speaking all the time in her kitchen.) It is a small
one room house, In one end there 1s a big bed with a cano-
py on four pillarse. (It 1s the only bed with cancpy I have
gee: in Bull-3avannah.) “ext to it 1s a small bed, This
one 1s for Rupy. There 1s only one table and one chair,
The pictures of her children are on the wall, She showed
me the wedding picture of her daughter Amanads with her
hugbande. She 1s a very good looking girl of falr couple-
xion and wears big horn rimmed eyeglasses. She showed me
the wedding pleture of Henry and his late wife.

Additions about Ernest. Ernest's plcture was also
there, He gent it from America., lMartha-says he had an ac~
cldent with electricity and had his throat burnt., lHe has
B "A piece of leather to keep it straight." However this
piece of leather didn't show on the picture, Ernest is al-
ready 6 years with a farmer in America. He is very home-
sick and would like to go home and see his famlly. The far
mer will "Realease him in six months or six years, I don't
" ¥now exactly which but it will be in October." Ernest
wrote to his nmother lately asking her to pray for him so_
he could come home safely. "The boss: contein him for ano-
ther 6 months - I must pray for him,"

A chlld was passing and dartha sent 1t to the
house of her son “ilbert to ask him to come and meet me.
But the chlld returned saylng Wilbert was not at houme,
30 Martha took me accross to see the daughter In law and
the grannies. She walks without a stick feelling the sto-
nes on her way with her feet.

The present households Aftag Floret married and
noved with her children to Pudley "impson's house Mar-
tha lives in thils house alone and “ugyucomes for the
nighte As according to Edith 3inclair "Your home 1s where

you sleep" I count Ruppy also as occupant AL thls housei,

Roc » Martha heade Wide T4 GingeGre Angl Zle ReWe Rote
Simg:g;ér RUDDY Gregreson S. 9 Bulledave =  at school
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Information from Leo Powell,
Interve Martha Rochester,
16,6,48,

Tole £748.48,

wiartie Roghegter?® deughter of James and Caroline Robinson,
lalvern, oer brothers snd sisters: David Robinsom /d/,
Hubert Bobinzen /D/, Scrmel Robinsom now in B,Sav,

Goorpians Simms /d/, Margevet Spemcer /d/, Aga Browm /a/,
Prapeis Browm #if - nothing known of her,

Hey husband was Henpy Rochester, son of A ron end Anmn Ro-
ghester, ©h» hed & ¢hildpen, # alives Hilda Simpson

in Bottom, "1lly Rochester, B,5ave, Azmada Kana in Kingston
Ernest Roehester in Kingstom, Martha South in Kingston. Ber
reta Roye in T.B.Save Henry Rochester in Kingston,

House: 1 roome Kitchem, Furniture poor* 1 bed, 1 table,
3 ehalirs, Tank,

_lerd® 1 aere homglend.
" Tpees: 3 greemskins, 2 robins, 4 coomon mamgoes, 1 mase-

borrys 4 big thateh treocs, 5 cocomutbs,
To cultive etce Children support her,
Mgrthe 18 Anglican,



