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Simpson Sarah Head F.We 75, 9«7 °t, Eliz, Colour, angl, X homemalker
i Crafton econ M5, 26 . . » X farmer
Ford Lydia ad.dau.F.5, 23 i a 7 W3, none
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» Harvey gr.sonl,S, 8 » ” -

. Delrickagre.da F,5, © » » ® Wl 3.E,

" Wilfredgsson M.S. 2/12 " o »

&
Farm of Crafton Simpson in 1942,
tenant

U-p rates t is farmlend as mvRervevxvevikvevnerv

for © years, ’
fxmxx The owner of the land is “impcon

“apah - his mother,

2§ avea Tetal acreape 25 and 1/4 ac, in 2 parcels:
6 and 19 and 1/4 resp.
it 2 —— 1)chief produce - tomatoes « tobacco,

“oes not employ lebour,
Works 46 weeks p.a.
Pays for the land in kind, Lease 12 month-c,
e 6 acres in cultivatirn, 4 ac. cultivable but not
m 1D acves used, 9 ace. pasture, /ruinea grass 3 ac, common
uly grass 2 ac., other past, grass - 4 ac,

T —
DR

15
e

-+ 'qub 5 ae., woodlands use’ as pasture, 1 ac and 1/4
W‘/\A‘ % other,
S NI Total farm value I 120, value of buil-
,/jyt;{., (- ‘L:. 7 Aings L S
Lepav ately © 1 catchemnt.
ler FR (Bl Xnltivations: 0,5 ec. tomatoes = 5800 1bs.,
" | " /"2 ackees = 13 heaps, 5 avocadoes = 40 doz, € breads

frulits = 48 doz, 1 coconut = &% 50 n ts. € mangoes
= 075 doz. 4 naseberries = 586 Aoz, © pimento=
83 lbe,

1 and 1/2 ac, congo rear = 15 burhelse,
© and 1/2 ac, ceccava = 9800 lhs, 1/4 ac. sweet
potatoes = 240 1lbs, 1/2 ac, yellow yams =1815 1lbe,
1/2 ac, tobaco = 230 lbe,

i ck: 3 poats, O swvine, 1 hen = 6 doz.

egrs,



Sarah Simpson,
Her late husband
Robert Simpson,

Her sons: Craftom,
James, 'ilbert,

“areh Simpson -
ner parentage.
Her husband,

o ? e Familyv Record /6?)

Inform,Didley “impsom.
13 o3 ¢48,
J. 0 3

"Sarah Simpson was the wife of Robert Simspon,
Him was relative to Simgson in Yop "hadock 1111, Izan
Simpson eall hiw unele,

"The husband was Simpscn - he dled years ago,
She is from Roshester, Call him father "iincle Nun,”
Unele Nun -« living over there, Uneles Nun them son is:
James lochester, ewrm Haaron Rochester - over there
on the top, and one son Hendry Rochester, but him dle.
Uncle un « him have lots o daughter , cant even name
some of dauchter,”

Three sons of Sarah “impson are living in Dot
tom, Cme,Crafton,lives iu the same yard with his mo-
ther, but in a separate house. Another,James, lives
in his one house in close vivinity to his mother’s
place, The third, "ilbert, lives mmxtha a bit further,
up on the hilli,

£11 the family is living on the "old father’s
land .” 7411 of them live on the land lef't kham by the»s
father,”

Inform,Dudley “impson.
19.4.48,
J.O.

Sareh Simpson’s maiden name is Rochester. Hhe
was an outside daughter of a Rochester who was known
in the district under his nickname *Uncle None”,.

"Her fether is Uncle None, He was living that ho.
me thet Mrs,Fedrica Thompson is living now, I dont kno
her mother. “he wasnt for the wife of Uncle None, Unecl«
None got her from & next women,”

Pche was Sarah Rochester first - she marry to
Simpson,”

"Her husband - we call that man Dicky. Dicky was
from Bottom, He was some relation to old Daniel “imp-
son, Izan Simpson’s father.,”



"N Their children.

Present household,

Crafton, his wife
Lydia Forde Their
children.

Sereh Simpson’s
grendosn by hax
Estelle.

Other ¢hildren,
Theilr careeY.

o3 o Familvy Record 155

1, James Simpson = he is "the first child.” See ExRxx
Family Record 156,

2o "Pelle” - she 1s the second child: ”she marrv up
into St.Mary district.”

3, Martha - ”she is Izan Simpson wife.” See Family
Record 61,

kyxitdinx 4. Vilbert - see Fam.Recs 157,
figxkgharky 5. Hilda - "marry to Annas “yer.” See
fzxxizteinx Family Record 153,

6. Eghert, ”"He died some years ago, e died young -
in my age”/leugh/.

7. Estelle « now in Kingston,

8, OCrafton - with Serah Simpson, his mother,

James Simpson and Wilbert “impson, two eldec=t
sons of Sarah Simpsons, are living in their seperate
homes, berides Sara Simpson’s house. See Fro, Records
156 and 157,

The voungest son alive is Crafton “impson,
iig stays with his mother.

»opafton still living in the seme yard with old
Sapah Simpson, Crafton and his wife,”

"His wife - we call the girl ?Shagev”, She 1s
ghe gaughter of Preston Ford and Dorothy Brooks in Rie

£Ce
"They have a few children. Thev have something %ik
like 5 children or more.” "
Nobody else living in thies household, Only: ?"apah
Simpson daughter, Estelle, - she have one boy that xExx
staying with her mother - a sschool age boy.”

Other ehildren, Egbert died,”Hilde marry to Annas
Dyer, outer Ridge.” Wilbert and James #m thelr separate
homes with their families,

Estelle: ”"fhe 1s now living in Kingston, She have
more childven, but only ome living with the grandmother
he and her husband not moving so well, they separate,
Heyr husband is & Kingston men, Dont know his name,

The boy staying with Sarah - her grandson = is hv FEs-
tella’s husband, “he doing now & little higrlering:
come down to the country and buy and go back and sell,”

Belle: ”“he marry in St Marrv district, “he ma-
rry two time and two husband die, Dont know how many
chuldren she heve = L know of one boy she have,”

»), Hewitt was the last husband, The husband
leave her in the home, “he marry in the first husband
home and the first husband die. And the next husband
marry in the first husband home. And then he die, And
so she still living in the first husbend home,”
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Vigit at home. Inter, Sarah 3impson, Lydia Ford,
Mavis Jacobs.
28,6448,

TeOs

0ld lirs. Sarah ~imspon was sitiing on a low
bench under the mango tree in co pany of her daughter-in
law Lydia Yord., They were shelling french beans. On ano=-
ther bench a young woman was pleating . She was iavis Ja-
cobg. 4 lot of small chlldren were running about.

;gg housing. The old two-room house belongs to Sargh
impson. It was bullt by her late hugsband *‘‘ichard Slmpe
gon. The kitchen in a separate all thatch bullding®ls
rathe qualint. It hag a sort of"verandah" made of sticks.
In the house lives Sarah Silmpson with two grannies (chil-
dren of her youngest son ~Crafton and Lydia Ford) and lo=-
dgers: Regsle Swaby with his C.L. wife llavis Jacobs and
their children Etheline and Dony.

Crafton Simpson with his wife and 4 ghlldren lives 1n a
newer house nearby to which a small outhouse" 1is atta-
ched - it serves as a buttery. The three women use one
kitchen.

Hetween the kitchen and the old house there is a big
*jonkey house" the only one I have seen in Bull.Sav. It
has & thatched roof and "walls" made of thick sticks.
Behind the old house there 1s a very small thatch struec-
ture. Bhis is the "pig house" also the only one in B.3av.
(as far as I know)

Pregent household. At present cooking in the samne kiltchers

Living in the new house:

Simpson Crafton 32 Taraer head IMecl.
Ford Lydia 28 homemak. wife Fecl. )
Powell lervin 25 at school step—sorg,ww A mat.
"\ 3inpson llelva 12 o _ daughte Goam T
g 3idney 9 = - son '
" Evar 4 b 4 daughter

Living in the old house:

Sinpson 3 83 + working at home widow o
- elma 6 /+ gredave 7/
" ‘M.Hrod 5 Y Zre 80N L/\ ( /:/

P

and lodgers: / ”

Swaby Reggy 32 cultivator [K.Cle head

Jacobs llavis 27 homena, -er F.Vl, wife

Swaby Ltheline N daue

- Dony 2 aon



Jets
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As Reggle Swaby & Famlly are not lliving here permanently
and plan to move soon to Yunder Hill where they are bulle-
ding a house on an acre of land bought from Nell, they
are under a separate Fam.Rec. No /¢ e

Sarah Slmpson

She is a very old woman and a little deaf. Some of
my questions were shouted to her by the daughter in law.
She was very willing however to talk. We reckoned her age
in the following way: she sald she was 24 when she mar-
ried, " "I marry when I was 24. For two years after I mar-
ry I didn't have any pilckeny. The first one was Jamnes."
Lydia sald $ames was 57 now, so we calculated 1t - every=-
body the two young women, the two young men and myself ma=
king the sums. When Sarah heard she must be 83 she sald
she must be much more, but she didn't lnow really accura-

tely.

Barah saild her mother's nane was Elizabeth Elliott
"Father Adron “ochester and mether &£lizabeth Elliott from
Ballards Valley, fanily to Charlie “#lliott .charlie *llilot
him die last year. He was shaky before he die." (Charles
£lliot was the Tather of loses Elliott F.R. 21) However xi
when I checked later the name of Sarah's nother in F.K&,
of Sarah's sisters and brothers it was Ann from “ochester
family born in Green Olive. This has to be lnvéstigated
agaln.slither Sarah gave me_tlie name of her grandmother,or
she was the child of AaronRochester in some other union.
Sarah however sald that heP full brothers and sisters were
:"Mehalda marry Thompson, Charlle Thoupson and Peggy marry
Freddy Thompson. Two sisters marry two brothers live here
in Bottom. Judith loses ~lliott wife and ~llen Jyer.Ja=
mes Rochester and Aaron ilochester. And others them dle.
I am the oldest of the daughters, the living ones." (She
omitted Jane Powell who 1s alive).

flhen Sarah was a young girl in her mother's home
there was a church already in Bull=3avannah "I was a mem=
ber" she sald proudly. However Sarah didn't go to the
Sabbath school nor to the dally school. "My mother too
poor to send me. Father dle and léave her with plenty
plckeny. 3he had it hard, had to work hard and I help
her." Sarah remembered however th names of the teachers:
"There was teacher Blake and teacher llense,zmiv the old
teachers then die. Then it was teacher Blythe and now
instituted teacher another teacher"(She dldn't remember
the name of the present teacher .i1llard,) Sarah didn 't
learn to read. “er mother taught her the little prayer
"Pray mamma etc”" (See Village Life llo ) which 3arah in
turn 1s teaching now her grandchlldren who stay with her.

Her husband Richard Simpson. “hen she was 24 she married
c 1npson. He was the son of Robert Simpson and El-
len from Holness famlly. Robert Simpson lived in the house



fdaughters
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Ellen

in Shaddock Hill with his wife Imkttmm where Lenma [olness
lives now. Richard got from his father "This land in Sote
tom and bullt the house here.” "Richard' brothers, fomy

on, Alec Sinspn and Robert 3impson. Them all dead

e« Sarah knew also her husband's paternal grand-fa-
ther Thomas Simpson. "Thomas “impson Trip - a little nlck-
nane."” Thomas “izpson was also the father of Daniel the
father of Izan. "Izan he 1s to call ue aunt.Him marry my
daughter Hartha." Sarah also spoke of "Aunty Sue" After
a long genealogical disscussion we placed aunty “ue as
one of old Thomas Trip xkstemesy She was also the .other
of “obert Simpson who lives now in Shaddoek Hill (F.R.39)

Unfortunately I couldn't find out what was the reason why

Sarah wanted to speak about aunty Sue.Perhaps talking of
the older generation she focussed her memory on those peo=
ple who belonged to it. Its with difficulty that Sarah
passed from subject to subject, and althoufhl tried not

to rush the conversatlion she would soretimes answer a ques
tion after we passed already and were talking for a good
while about something else. The younger peonle however
wouldn't interrupt her, but only occas!onally helped.There
was definitely an attitude of respect towaris Sarah shown
by the younger peonle but not by the swall chlldren.

Her widowhood. "My husband die and live me alone with the
piomu. ﬁIed long ago. The youngest Crafton him never
knew hisg father. Just two nonths." Sarah was left alone
with her children . gompared with her narried life the time
of widowhood was very hard. "I had it hard, I work hard, %
in the field." Her other sons were already "big uen".They
worked in the flelds but Sarah used to help then."wWhen the
weed I weed with them and planting yams I work with the
hoe and they come and help me in the home." I asked Sarah
whether her brothers and sisters couldn't help her a lite
tle. But Sarah sald t.hc{ had their own fanilles to look
after. “he didn't want "To burden them". Sarah thinks that
al present it 1s much easier to get help and assistance xo
fron people. Not that they are better now, but "lore people
now more to come and help you with every little." When Sa=-
rah came to live in thils place there was only ane house in
the ilmmediate neighbourhood that of lir. Lyer. And now ther
are in the same radlus six houses. « he enunerated them to
ne. = The nearest shop was in Sallards Valley and the mare
kets 1n dalvern and Handeville. They hardly ate bread,not
so often as nowadays. Bamnles were the staple food. Nobody
went to the hospital "If you sick = Just stay at home and
call doctor if you can." The nearest Jooctors were 1n Mane
deville and in Black “dver, they dldn't come on visits to
Bﬂl Savannah xksxxx unless brousht to a speclal case.
3ince all her children grew up darah feels easier. she xet
still works. “he works in her garden, takes rart in the
cooking and pleats strips for hata.

‘;o eraft of pleating., After the french beans were shelde
ed Larah and the two young women set to pleat long trea-
ges of sllver thatech , some mlxed with coconut leaves
atrips.
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Sarah was working swiftly pleating 1l "threads". She was
taught to do it not by her mother but by her husbande She
gald in her childhood this was not known in Byll Savannahe.
The parents of her husband used first to do it and sell.
Now lMrs. Yyer from “hocolate Hole buys by yards. The one
Sgrah is doing will be paid 64 for 16 yards. Mavis was
doing a simpler one which will be pald @ d. for 40 yards.
It takes lavis 3 days to make 40 yards, of course she has
gome other occupations, but says she spends all the time
free from home & children duties pleating.

's children "Izabelle in 5t. lary. She married Plum=
mer; Hilda Jyer don't have any pilckeny; Martha married to
Izan . Crafton the youngest stay with me; James and “1l-
bert them live here.," I knew about the dispute about lx=m
land between her two sons “ilbert and Crafton. jonstable
Holness from “hocolate Hole told me about 1it. “slbert is
a drunkard and & described here as unbalanced. ‘e threa=-
tened to k1ll his brother and pushed the constable who
came to settle the dispute. As Sarah sald one of her
grannies was a "bad Boy" I askell her which one of her
sons was & bad boye. But she sald there were no bad boys
among her children.3he obvilously didn't want to tell a-
bout the family dispute.(James the eldest is 57,Crafton tle
youngest 32.For others is resps. F.it.)

Her grandchildren. ‘
Except Hillda “yer all Sarah's chilldren have chil=-

dren. The youngest son Crafton llves in comuion household

separate house, However two of hls children the 6 yrs
old Thelma and 5 yrs old Wilfred sleep with the granmother
Both Lydia and Sarah sgald Wilfred was a bad boy, Introdgp
ced so the little boy demonstrated at once hils  badness .
His sister ‘helma was eating a sweet I gave her-and he
snatched it from *helma and gave her a klck. Reprimanded
by the grandmother he went to bhe house took a machette
and was waving 1t danserouslx near other small chlldren.
Sarah says she teaches them 'mammers” and also taught them
the little prayer whlch they say every eveninge. Thalma
suxdiugvstuxixx shyly stammered the prayer wlth the assis
tance of all present. When I gave sweets to the chll=-
dren Sarah insisted that every one says "Thank you Mlg-
gis" and saw/that every child said 1t.

Her daughter in law and sharing household. I told Sa=-

Tah that in all countries all over the world mother in law
and daughters in law don't seem to get along very well es-
pecially Aif they live in one household. Sarah and Lydla
laughed and mmtixx Sarsah sald "We llve good we never quar=
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rel." The three women:Sarah Simpson, her daughter in law
Lydia Ford and the lodger iafls Jacobs all cook in the sa=-
me kitchen. They say they cook even all the meals in one
pot. I asked how it was possible and how they lknew what
part of the food each had a right to. "We look one pot"
sald Sarah. #fter the meal 1s cooked it 1B dished out by
one of them - the more numerous faully gets more. I asked
what part each puts in the pot. "Accordingly, what we
have" sald llavlis. From what they sald in the long con-
versatlion which ensued it seems that there is no question
about the Xmmdx: part of the food each has to supply . They
explained they are not mean". I do not know yet how 1t
is with the food which hkas to be bought like meat, sugar
etce This I wlll Investigate at the next vislt. They all
were so eager to impress me that they live good" that

I felt I wouldn't get an objective answer.

Faml ties. Sarah sees seldom her brothers and slsters.
She stays mostly at home but sometimes they visit each
other, especlally those who live in Bottom. Sarah's chil-
dren come often to her. Her late husband planted for each
child and Tor Sarah a breadfrult tree. 3arah pointed each
tree and told for whom it was planted. When the trees
bear the respective "owner" comes and picks the frult.

eans of support. Sarah avolded the question of the land,
%eﬁhaps because she didn't want to tell about the dispute
between her two sons. The land is the same which her hus-
band got from his father. Thls l1s divlided auong her sons.
She didn't mention daughters. (which doesnt mean they didn
t get a share too). Jrafton works the land. fe works al-
go on the field of a neighbour ¥r, Burnell rowell, He 1s
working there to=day. I couldn't get a clear answer to the
gyuestion whether Heg:le Swaby pays any kind of rent. She
kept on saying "We live good together' so I had to drop
the subject. For the same reason I dkdwxx wasn't able to
get a pleture of how the work of the three women ls di-
vided, but will tackle 1t from a different angle next time
Anyhow all the household activitles seem to take place
in the yard of 3arah. The house of Urafton was shut and
Lydia with the smaller children was at her mother in law
yard, Lydia sald that the three elder children Hervin,Hel
va and Sydney were at school. -
-Sarah thanked me for the visit and invited to come
againe I asked whether she was not tired alfter so many
uestlons, but she said "I like to talk with you Hissis".
e has gentle manners and a savolr vivre which very often
1s lacking among middle aged women and especlally young
glrlse
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Information from Leo Johnson, Family Record 155,
Interv, Crafton Simpson.
17 ,6,48,

Je0o 19,8,48,

Present household

Simpsom Craften, 38,

Simpson Iydis, 27, wife,

Simpsom Sarah, 20, Cpafton’s mother. |
viimpson Sydmey, son, &, '
v Simpson Thelme, 7 daughter,
vViimpson Wilfred, son, 4,
vSimpson Eva, daughter, 3,

Clarkellide, Crafton’s nephew, 15,

&

Sarsh Sigﬁson, widow, Hor maiden name is Rochester, ey husband’s
name was Richard Slmpson, Emixixshriidrsntx@pnfionxstxysorithxx |

Hed © childrem, only 7 alive, #fxkx Craftom stays with her, 1
in theold Home; Wilbert lives separately in his own Home im
Bottom; one of her daughters marrisd to Izan Simpsom in Shadoek
1111, Tor her other children see F,i,61, Her paremts: Tligabeth
Roye and Larcn Rochester., She was raised by her mother.
Simpson, HHer puremnts’ Ermest Ford and Dprothy Brooks in
dgee; ~he has ome half brother and ome halfsister throug

father Raphsel Ford and Elsie Ford, Her full brothers and s}stori
/Henry, John, Epol, Charles, Rehssx Rebesce and Elss Holness

1ive in Ridge and Ribbit,
Marriase,Childre =
rafton a & lived together for several years before they |
married in 1946, They had € children, 5 of which are alive,

Four e¢hildren /see the list/ staying with them; ome, Melve Sim-
pson, 11 years old, m is adopted by Iydia’s parents and is liv- |
mgvdﬁlthem.. . ' A ¢t & 0 s 0 u g &

ggt%&ds ohilgfgn of Crafton end Iydia,
afton hes two outside ¢ ren: arence and Aldith, Their moths

1s Violet Dyer in Chocolate Hole,

Lydia hes one outside child: Mervin Powell, His father is Esbane
Powell /som of Mighael Powell in Creem Olive?/, Mervin is 13 years
old; he was reised by his matermal grandfather Ermest Ford in
Ridge. By

S Simpson Sarah’s parents: ligabeth Roye and Asron Ro-
ester, fer brothers and sisters }1v1ng in B.S.} James and Aarom
Rochester /in ©,B,5,, 0ld Top “ide/, Hemry /died’/, Mehala ;hom-
d

son, Fred-rica Thompson, Judith Elliott, Fannie ﬁhompaon led/ ,
der hushafd Richard Simpson was son of Robert and Ellen “impson,
Her children: Crafton, with herj Wilbert - in Bottom; James - |
- in Bottomj Egbert - dled; Martha - married to Igand Simpson in |
iﬁadook Hi11; Hilde Dyer /married, in Ridge/; lsobelle !Ilummer ;
end Esthel Hall, both married, living in Kingstonm,

c e Clide, Clarlte Clide is son of Crafton’s sister Esthel ;
7&%% and Wiz;iam Clarize of Kingston., He is adopted by Sarah
and Crafton/, living with them, but supported by his parents,

|



U - Family Record 155,

Houes
%ﬂmg houses, 2 rooms in each, Kitchen,

0la mother with children lives in ome house, Crafton and Iydie
in enother, Part of second house rented., 1 tank,

Iends 1,5 acre homeland bought by Sareh Simpsone The remeinder
of the land owmed by bro?harazcrarton, "ilbert, James,

Tree=: bDreadfruit trees® each child owms a tree”; - mangoes,
1l naseberry, 1 coconut, 2 pears,

Stoek: 2 pigs kept by f-'ydia.

Religion: Sereh is ‘nglican,

School: Clide left school in the Gth stand, Sydney is in Bstand.




