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Orerates this farmland as tenant for

17, years,

The farmland consists of 4 parcels,3$,
4,5, and 7 acres rESD, ‘
* + Main income f'rom tomatoes,

No labour employed. Wors 39 weeks 6
days per week, © hours p.d,

The land belongs to Wilfred Holness
The rent is paid in kind @ d is of 3 year du-

wﬁfation.

4% ac, in cultivation, 2 ac, cultiva-

“»ble but not used, 2% in guiena grass, % ac in

Other grass, ¥ woodlands, 7 ac, other,
Total value of farm £350,0f buildings
£ 50,
1l catchment,

Cultivations:

C.6 sc, tomatoes= 5000 lbs, 3 ackees=
20 heseps, 3 avocsdoes = 70 oz, 5 oo canuts(s
fraiting) 100 nuts, 13 manroes= 430 des, 1
naseberry = 24 dog,

% ac, conpgo peng = 3 bushels, i ac,
red peass 2 bushels, 3&&0,0n9an9-8000 lbs,.%ac
sweet cosseva=s 1200 1lbs, 3 ac, ysms= 1000 1lbs,

2 donkeys, 2 sheep, 8 pl ga, 2 sw ne,
4 poatsy, 4 heang= 9 doz,egos,



Holness Willfred
and his famlly
in Shadock Hill,
Their land.

Children of “ilfred
and ©dith Holness
and their career,
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Inform, Dudley Simpson.
13 .5 .48.
J.O.

Their house is the mmxk last house in Shadook
Hill on the way to Dunder Hill, Dominates all other
houses,

The head of the family 1= Claston Holness now,
Sinee both Wilfred Holness and Fdith Holness dled,

71lfred Holness is a stranger in Pull Savannah
"Wilfred Hofiness - at that time that was Government
land. He was from Comma Pen, Come and buy land adjoi
ning to Arthur Linton. Arthur Linton - him also buy
his land here from the Covernment.,”

Claston Holness is the woner of the last shop
in Shadock Hill on the way from CGreen Olive to
Bottom,

Informi:Ezra Linton, Dudley “impson, Leban Rochester,
1804.49.
TeO6 @nda J,0,

"Holnes "“1lfred died year before the last,
Ed th Holness died recently - lart year. Cot a stroke
Children:of Wilfred and Edith:
l, Ivy , 2, Claston, 3,Theresa, 4,5ylvia, 5 Igaac
/deed/ 6,lilian /dead/ 7 lansley, © Alfred, 9 Amy,
10 Azan, 11 Lina, 12, Cicelfne, 13, Evelyn, ”

lgst of the children %t emigrated to lanches
ter following their eldest sister Ivy who went there
to live with a chinamen who built a house for her
and also following an”old lady” whr adopted Yancley.

o ¢ living in Menchester with a man -
unmarried, « Sydney Smith, She was first along with
a chinaman and that chinamen built the house and
leave /Ivy/ end leave i1t/the house to Ivy/.”

"Claston living in Shaddock Hill, merried
to Elda Simpson deughter of Eson Simpson, No chil.
dren yet - expecting,”

PTherese married in May Pen., Them part,
She went to employment to somebdoy in May Pen,”

PSylvia now livines in Richmen wvmervtedy
district in llanchester, “he married, one Bertie Thom
son, /They/ have home, She was along with Ivy and
Richman was not long way and Thompson court her in
the s=lster home, Have 2 children, probably 3 or 4,”

"Igaac dfed when he was a small boy =

eround 13,
?Lilian -« she died big woman She had two



New home,
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children before she Aled.One for this fellow Ezra
Linton and one for "ucal Rochester grend son of Geo-
rge Fowell - was fother of another child,That ehild
living over there with grand-mother Amnie ‘owell -
this child for Eucel, The one for Egra « Nr.,lzra

ﬁ,ntog has that child., 8 years boyv,.,Two boy -Lilian
ave.

"Mansley living in Manchester - about 20 or 23
/years oigs. %he first siecter po to Menchester with
an old lady, we cell Miss Amy., She raised Mansley
from the child, and help him to be a man, Yo relae-
tion, just e strancer. She Aidn't have any children
and the husbend dled, she was lonely, love the child =
took to accompany her, /Miss Amy/ escist him/Mensley/
to buy a next niewe of land in Manchester, *

"Alfred living in Shaddoek Hill, Before he was
living nchester all the tire with the si-ter,but
him leave and 1ivl ng now in ~haddock Fill,He is around
20,N0 children, Single. lact vear came hack.,Couldnt
maeke life there, Life was hard, Couldnt find no lines.
He plenting tomato « much better, And he 1s making xhkw
shoenmaker trade,”

»Ha living in Manchester joined the same
lliss Any .Accompany brother ‘“ansley, nsley 1s a care-

penter gnd Herry works with him,”

Az a school age boy - still in c=chool,”
"Te living iIn ~haddock Hill, Once was li=
ving in.msﬁ%ﬁbnter. Now eround 18, Never worke” in the
factorys Not being to marry. Vo children.‘ﬂaa gshe pot
& boy? = Yfou can say yes but the boys don'‘t stay. “he
was in friendship with Louls Rochester and Lionell
Rochester”- now in Ameiica.” i . e
Ctog%ine living in Manchester w gicter
Ivy in Judges Valley.,”
YOyelvne « in Manchester living with kha
her sister Sylvia,”
PHolness Lelth « son of Claston Holness,”
ompson VUrrett <« he is not Thompson - he
is Rochester, he is for Lilian and living now with
her grandmother,”nnie Ppwell - o0ld Ceorge Powell dene
ghter.” » '
”L%gton Beswick « living with Mr,Ezra Linton%
ank Vartin - a little boy, Teresa =on,
X¥ximityx The onlv son, Nobody knows this man Martin,”

»Cleston Holness living in his own home,
Juet bedlide the 0ld home and beside Mr,Claston Simp-
son shop, He/Claston/ bullt this homee recently,.Fi-
nish up lert yvear and marry the girl,” In this new
home are living”Clacton Holness with his wife and
children,



e 01d home.
the tenant

Fam,Rec. 152,

In the o0ld home are living:”Alfred, Lena, Az-
zan, Frank and Daisy Pewell one girl tenant, Her fa-
ther James Pgwell from Botoom, She lived in lendevill
she was a barmeid, che get in ® e family way, expec-
ting the beby .”False baby /our informents suspect it
is a2 Palse baty Palse belly'= the cirl‘is not expec=-
ting really/ Not working at all, The men that zhe has
the baby for supports her, She was 2long with next
men Before che went to llandeville, ~he had two chil-
dren for that men - but them part, E11 Simpson from
Bottom is the man, He is helping her with supnort,
but we couldnt sure, E11i impson have the children,
them live with him, them going to school - one seven
year « one around 5, ” Heos

?»Cleston and W Ifred '« them work together part-
1y, but separate household.,”
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Visit at home., Interv. Claston Holness and Elda Holness
S e (separately) and Hartin Frank,
LE 3 -

TeOs

I met Claston Holness on 24th in Gertrude Siupson$
shop which 1s m=&x opposite his home accross the roade.
(Shaddock H1ll) I haven't met him before so I introduced
myself. Ulaston was very talkative and insisted that I
write domn all he tells me and he read aloud my notes.

Claston Holnegs. e was born "right here in the o0ld home"
which 1s behind his new house a Jlittle higher up towards
Yunder Hill, "thilis old home Bob Simpson built it. It is
100 years o0ld". His father was Wilfred Holness who came
from "over the hill" Blaston's wother was Edith Holness
nee Francls. Wilfred and Edith Ho!ness had 13 children:
vlaston,alfred, !lanzel, Harry, Izaac, llazan, Ivy, l‘eresa,
Silvia, Evelyn, Lena, Ceciline and Lilian. U8laston enue
merated first the boys and then the girls. Izaac and
Lillan dieds Ivy "went to live" long ago to “anchester
to a place called Balbec (?) Alfred "from he was a child
stayed in Manchester with Ivy" Manzel was taken by a
friend Enmy ¥orbes to llanchester since he was 3 years old
Silvia lives in Battersea and Teresa in lYpEmx lay-Pen.,
wharelalso Cecliine i1s. Harry stays in llanchester with
L'i&nze -
To=day only 3 chiédren of Wilfred and Edith Holness are
in Bull-8avennah: Claston --in his new house; and Lena
with the young brother Hazsn in the old hone.

Wilfred Holness died "not so long azo" and soon after him
his wife Edith died too.
Claston told me he did not travel. He used to be a tallor
But "cultivate is my fancy". He doesn't think tailoring
brings such good profits as cultivating. "You aay do
for a fellow some work: for 6/- or 8/= and you expect
to get the money you may have disappointument. when you cu
cultivate and want to sell the food you have no disape
pointment." Claston sald he had 2% acres round the house
and he cultivates some land in the woods. I asked him
whether the land was only for him or for all his slisters
and brothers. The natter doesn't seem to be claer. Clag=-
ton says that he got this land from his father and is
"in possession." %e also cultivates some land which be=-
longs to other children (of his parents). He evaded the
question how much land he had in all. "
His ldren I asked him how many ch!.idren he had and

e sald and expecting one soon"., 30 I put in my
note=boock 4 children", Claston read 1t and laughed:"You
are smart Missis you put the child and we don't see it
Vet." Speaking of children we (Gertrude 3lmpson,liolness

ivian “itter and myself) come to the subject of dange-
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rous chlldbirth when elther the ucther or the child has
to be sacrified. Gertrude said 1t was a silly custom that
the doctor asked whom he has to save. "A woman may have
more chlldren, and think 1f she has chlldren already and
they are orphan." But Claston sald "Them doctors are
very wise 1t is a wise cuatom to ask the father". I asked

'/ him to explain hils point of view. "Some father might want

the baby more than the woman" sald Claston.

Claston Holness invited me to come and see
his house. On that day however my schedule took me ihe
to the houses of the other side of the road, so I prou-
ised to see him some other day.

Two days afterwards (l.e. to=day) I went to
Holness house. It was bullt in 1942 and finished only
rast year. The latrine was bullt this season and Claston
is making a buttery under the saue roof as the kitchen.
The house 1s palnted light yellow and the shutiters green.
There are two rooms nicely furnished. The rmemvx kitchen
not very big. The fireplac of polished ceunent. “ome
boards on a blg wooden case serve as & table.

Mrse. Holnese was grating cassava in her kitchen
A Dlg black pot with porridge for breakfast was bolling
on the fire. In the yard between the house and the
kltchen there was & blg heap of unshelled french beans.
“laston was working in his garden and came by the end of
my interview with his wife.

Elda Holness 1s the daughter of Izam and Martha
Simpson. (see F.Re 61) Elda 1in s ite of her advanced
pregnancy looks very young. Her son Keith followed me
into the kltchen and two more boys about 14 years old
came also to assist at the visit.

I askd Elda whether Leith was her cldest
child. 3he sald he was the only one she had. 30 I told
her Claston told me he had three children "And it 1is not
true"sald Elda. ¥inally after-some investigatlon = she
sald her husband had two outside ch ldren, who however
do not stay 2n the home. One 1s in llanchester and she
does not know where is the other. £Elda saild “eith was
6 years o0ld and she herself 18. Jhe sald also” she went
to school in BulleZavannsh and left the school when she
was 14, 30 I asked her whether she had this first child
while still at school. "No after I leave school.” 3he was
also positive that Leith was 6 but would not agree that
she must be at least 20. I showed her in uy notebook
the simple addition: 14 plus 6 = 20, 3he agreed with
everything I said but at the end still maintained that
she left school at 14, had a child afterwards who is
now 6 and she 1s at present 15. 30 we left the subject
at that.

Frank Hartin, One of the boys in the kitchen told me

he was Frank “artin. He 1s the nephew of Claston and
stays now with Claston helping him #n cultivate. I asked
Frank what kind of work can he do to help hls uncle.
"Just a little" said Frank and in support performed
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a rapld quinte like iIn fencing with hls machette wlth
which he was scratching hls logn during our conversatlons
Frank told me hls nother was %4eresa who 1s now 1in lay=-
Pen. Frank stayed since he can remember with hls grand=
mother and after her death came to stay with Claston.
Frank left the school last year. 1 asked him whether he
hes seen recently his mother to which he answered "I
don't know"(?)

The present ' ousehold consists of:

Holness glaston head M.l. 35 cultivator & tallor

Elda wife F.M. 18 homenaker
- Keith gon M.3. 6
~ Martin Frank nephew li«3, 15 helping his uncle 1n cult.

///////Euda sald that her husband was helping his slster, but
I couldn't get a clear answer in what way or to what
extend. A neighbour - Mrs. Hilda “lmpson - came with
her youngest son. 3he lntroduced hergelf to me as the
mother of our friend budley Simpson's wife. Hilda 18
very talkative and I didn't have the opoortunity to
ask more question Elda. 3oom “laston came. “‘e showed ue
o~ the new buttery he intends to bulld and explalned how he
J was bullding his h omesteed little by little. He is ra=
ther proud of hig new hcuse and wa ts to be regarded as
a big man. He told me he was going to his fatler in law
Izan 3impson and offered to accompany me there as I ine
tended to vlsit then to=daye
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3.6.48. Interve with @laston & £lda Holness.
TeOo inf. 0188 Lewis.

When speaking with Olga Lewls slster of Llda lolness
I learned that Keith 1s not £lda's child, but outslde
;hlld“of Claston. Elda is now expecting her first chlld

Passlng Izan Siapson's house I met Elda, who camne Lo
her father's house to hang out her washing. She sald she
didn't have a ood wire at home to dry the clothes.
I asked her why she told me =Wmx Keith was her chlld. 3he
gald she considered it as her child amz as 1t was in the
home -~ she did not consider the two other outside childrax
of her husband as hers, since they were staylbg with thelr
mothers and not in her hone.

Edla married last year in April. The wedding took pla
ce in her parent8' home and was "carried" by a :irs. “hin
in Mandeville. lirs. Chin 1s a friend of Claston's sisters
Edla didn't know her before but she went especlally to
Mandeville "I made an application to her"to come and cary
the weddlng cerenonys.

The unarriage seems 40 be rather an arrengenent made
by parents. tlda says she didn't "know" her husband before
the narriage (meaning she didn't have relatlons wlth him)
"He is a good husband to me" - it's all I could get about
their relaticns at preseat. She 1s shy and talks very 11t
tle, but enjoys & talk which has to be carried au ralentl
family tradition.
~ T met Claston Holness at his neighbour's Lehl 3lupson
place. Luring the talk I had with Lehi Claston also told
about his fanily and ancestors:"My fifth grandfather he
Was & Sdﬂ#ﬁﬂ!#dﬁ sngland. He came here and settled Letltz
way. He was a surveyor.Going round he had a big faully am
some Bettled here. There are nany Holness in the district



