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| ~ CeDe 22, Suhdiétrict 12, Household 47,
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Powell Joahua Head M,01,45, SteFl, Cole Angl, I1l. Farmer
Sinclair May Wife Fe0le5043,84 5 s - »> Homemoker
Robinson Stenley StSom M,3, 23, e P sy  Sdiwan s acl/
Powell Regina Dsu FgSa 124 Iy Y 9> We2elE,

29 Gerald Son MeSe Qe Iy 'y Iy ele3E,

2> Kenrilck Son MeSe 7e 9> 'y 'y

A Wilbert Son M,Se 5, 'y 'y 'Y

P C~nthia Dgu FeSe 5, 2 2 2

o Ellen Dau FeSe 3, 'y 'Y ’9

3
)

His farm 1942, 25 years pperates as owner,

1 parcel - 4,25 ac, Tobacco, Torked 38 weeks, No
. labour employed.
. Out of 4,25 acres: cultivated 1,5 + cultivehle
1 T 0,0 ace Pasture: 1,25 ac /g'uinea 3/4 ace, ¥ common
e 1/2 ac./. Toodland not used as pesture 1/4 sc,
Other land 3/4 ac,
: Value: 745, Build, 7.25. No mortgeoce.,
, 1 catchment, i
3 cogonuts - 50 nuts, 5 mangoes - 7 not frui
130 dOZo .
Congo ]_/? aCe - O bush, Cogsava 1/r‘ aCe =~ looo 1bs,
Tobacco 1/° sece - 350 lbs . )
Stock: 1 goete, 2 g~ines, ° hens - = dov egcs prod,

t’ -



Joshua Powell-
his angestry.His
relatives.

Children’s names
in olden times,

A poor man's
lot,
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Informe Dudley Simpson,
13 ¢35 648,
JeOo

?Joshua Powell - he is brother of Elleen Powell,
And he is brother of Ethsl Simpson,”

?Joshua Powell and "thel “impson are brother and
sister. By mother gidece The mother of Ethel mxsx Simp-
son was Retchel “impson and the mother of Joshua Powell
was Retchel Simpson,”

"Retehel Simpson 4id marry to my unecle, my father
brother, Archkibald Simpson. Retchel was‘nt from Simp-
son - she was Stephensone But she zet her name by her hm
husbande. Retchel Simpson husband wes Archihald Simpson,
But after his death she lived with Abraham Powell,
After the death of Archibald Simpson Retchel has a
ehild by Abreham Powell,”

Discussing complicated family genealcgles in

Bulll Savannah Dudley Simpson X Enxefxxame
inkrioxelax expleined some of their intricacies by the
0ld custom of naming children after their fatherd and
mothers

?Iin those day they alwsys give the child name afte
the mother, if it is the girl, and after the father, if
it 18 the boy. Father and son - one of the sons - will
have one name. And mother and girl will have one hame,”

13,4,48,
T.0, & J,0,
Informants: Dudley Simpson & Bradley Rochester,

"Joshua Powell (lives) up on the Ridge near
to Robert Simpson, Joshua Powell and Joseph Dyer are
in one direction, and Elleen Powell - all of them in
one direction on the Ridge,"

"Joshua Powell - he is a poor man, In thése
days- he told me = he has to go out and plant for a
man for 1/- a day. One shilling a days Worked with
Charles Dyer in Spring Pasture and on the hill, (Shaddoe
Hill) "

) " One day he work and him wife confine 1in

the house with a baby and nobody at all besi de, When
him draw in the evening with the shilling,he had to
pick up the pan end go to Man chester to the ® ring
to get water, It was drought and there was no parish
tank at that time, After bring water (he) had to take
the towel and went to the shop, There was no food in
the garden, Poor fellow I tell you, After himb ack fe



May Sinclair,

The children:
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from the shop he had to look for the fire to make

some food stuff for the wife and smaller children,
After fixing them up with the food he had to take

all the children and bathe and put to bed and then
he have some ease, "

"Now things are not xm badly with them - you
know, Children come big and them stop have children
now, So them can look after themsleves and explain
what life is,"

"Once the wife = I remember had two baby
(twins), It was terrible time, Poor fellow he had to
rally out every hard details of life Just to have
them out, Right now everyone is big, The depression
is n?t so hard on him now, Can mske things much bet-
ter,'

"His wife May is old Thomas Sinclair and
Pigeon Sinclair daughter - from Ribbit, They both
died now, Her first child berfore she marry was
Robinson Stanley -~ Dorrell Robinson child,"

"Dorrell Robinson was old William Simpson
wife Mary Simpson child but not for William "(Dorrel's
mother was Mary Simpson the wife of William Simpson,
But #illiam Simpson was not Dorrell's father ),TRhe Ro-
binson is not from Bgll Savannah - is from a next
district," !

"Stanley Robinson is living with mother,
Is a side man on Powell truck,

"The first child Regina, We call her Euclen,
remember Ukraine, She is married to Angus Dyer in
Dunder Hili,"

"Gerald staying with parents, Couldn't afford
to keep him in school, Age not up, R¥Xp¥ IMEHVEXHEL
Helping father,"

"Kenrick is a dumb, Helping his father, Is
a noble boy, Helping his father more than Gerald,
Can't speak,"

"In “lgonan Dyer home (there is) a daughter
of Joshua Powell (Powell Viola) who has no pslate,
Is doing domestic work, Talk quite low, She was so
fran she was born,"

"Wilbert and Cynthia - twins, Willy ecan
talk, Cynthia cent talk, Ellen can talk, "



“Marriage amdng
~elatives,
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At this point Dudley and Pradley made some re
flections concerning the causesof such deficiencies
as dumbness etc, with which children are born,

""Nobody knows why, Even in Jamaica them pro-
fess if two first cousin marry - have dunmb children"

But Dudley's observation of his commnity
does not confirm this opiniong "Ezra Linton and Ida
Elliott are first cousins but they have no dumb(chil-
dren, Ida's father uncle Moses brother to aanty
Emma (Emma mezvx Linton nee Elliott), Two first cou-
sins aren't to marry, yet it happen and they have no
dumb," And here aABXFXIMpXExxX negative example t00:

"My aunt and Hubert Dyer marry and they don't
have any children that sensible, Every one is an
idiot, Yet they are no sousin,"

"I just don't know how dumb comes in,"

In the case of the Joshua Powell family Dudley
couldn't find any cause in heredity,:

"Rachel Simpson and Abraham Powell -« parents
of Joshua - quite collective, And May Sinclair pa-
rents was quite collective,"
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Interviewed Joshua Powell .

Present louse liold

Joshua Powell : Head Age LO

lay Powell Wife "oohl

Regina Powell Dave s 1

Gerald Powell Son S !

Kenriek Powell h . 1%

Gynthia Powell Datte " 40 A
Willle . Powell Son 10 Y
Ellen Powell Doy . - 8 < ¢
Bvadne Rochester - StepGre Dau. *7/ i
Stanley Robinson Son to llay 23 0 2.

/ ¢ i { ( N j , { O £ A1) i

/JO

The house e

Toahua's house is a two roomed cobltage situated on &
between [amss “yer's house and &llen Powell's o 1L las a
thatched rood and spanish valls with concreted Llobrs and
ctops « The/live in one room and the mother and father
in the other « Joshua bulit his house 4"it cost me o lot
fe build it , a hit take all e money ", The/ took about
2hibe 10 bulld « lie had to buy board , cemant , thatch and
1umber for the £ roof ,"and that time things did well dea
The houge was bullt 16 years ago e lle has white washed 1
several times since it was made o "If the wall don' '
white/all the time the foundation won' keep Lo long »
and the house look old quick "

The kitcHen 1z very shabby , and half falling dovil e
It is kept up by posts that are pub to one pide o the was
walls are of coconul leaves , with roof of th tch . In
+he kitchen could be seen about six rows of tobacco hang=
ing there to be dried . Aeked if hs was going to sell -
" 5 fe me Pe smoke o we no worry with the tobacco selling
now for we have the tomato'e

Source of 1iving e

Joshua is a cultivator earning 1s living from hat
he nlants . e has been cultivating from he was gulte a
boy .He used to olant tobacco &8s that was the only thing
then to earn a .Living {rom « He cultivates on his ovn
1and all the time , except for the last two years when he
worked on Mr Pinny Powell's land planting tomato and eed
corn o He had to plant a 2eg large field of tobacco , 8¢
thatk he could make "souething worthwhile out of it "o
Tobacco was very cheap then , and was gold at 38 ser 1lhe

lle plants tomato cvelRy jcalscassava and gungo peas

for his home use and a lLittle tobacco still for hi- omm.
use . From the tomato he olanted on hiis own land last yet
ne got £22. 10."after clearing cxpense” and from the fiel
he vorked with Pinny they got £23e 10 ﬁhich/ﬁaziﬁ=beé

)
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vas shared between then .The Tield at Rid@e had 2, 000
holes anfl the other about 11, OU o Joshua plangs about

one acre of cassava , but he does not sell his cassava
crop < lis cassava along = with the gungo peas and french
beans "a f'e¢ feed me fanily ". ile has qoout/roote or more
of banana -~ "honey banana " quite close to his lkitchdn .
"You no find plenty people round this side who plant
them yu banana « lle cultivate plenty because rnie  ike
them « Me no sell them at all - use them fe e home
*hen the: it me '"ige them and ve lnve themfe cat o All
the time me slant the "

e has a field of comn whare he had planted the
tomato « That aleo iz done on artner dhldp with Pinny .

Higc children .

With the exception of Viola all his children liveans
home o llis wife had tvo echildren ooforc alic beea © Lsieng
friends with hin o They are Stanley/fiymx and Agatha “yer

el

Agatha is married and lives at her o'n louse ,

Regine his first duaghter vent to school , rrad to the

L standard and stop ed o “h: ie now at home doing
donast;c s work .She worked at the factory about three
years vwrapuing tomato at 1 d per bhox.
Gerald » used to w=me vwork atk oh factory i the shed
getting 2/-3 per day « hen he is not working he helpe hisg
falber in == the Tield .

Viola has been stayiag qt lire Edna Dyer for c=ix yearc .
Bdna asked the parents to allow Viola to stay vith heg .
She 1s supported by Ldna o She is fifteen years old o he
did not go to school, "because she snuffle and before
then laugh after her she never se send her®. Sometimes
Viola comeg to visit her mother and fabher , "but kee she

never s.ay loug T

jenrick is dumb and eannot do neothing but r n up and
down , end "help do any 1ittle thing sometimest Cynthia
is also duish .

villie and Ellen o to sehool when they can find the
lunch to give thom o "Them have gy dinner wey the
pickney them cax buy , but a whole 34 for it and a no eve

e

every body ean {ind the 34 every day fe give them fe
lench o “nd the peo le them that have more than one pick-
neycéey go a school caan manage thot « Teacher Millard do

a wrong tiing e charge 3d for the lunch , him Jow run
somc a dey plckuey from the school , for a no every .ody
caan feAF Idnd it fe give thenm every day . Yhen me no hew
have it fe pgive then me won' make them go s Ll can

*tan home a yard ".

Evadr.e is the daughter o #Agatha , ado ted by Joshua and
May « She vas horn at Joshua's lc.se .
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Fanily *iotory.

Abraham Powell fahter (dead)

Rachel Brggg mother (dead)

Does not know mother , grew with ise Lllen Powell o llo
hecard¥ that she toolk hi when he was tenmonthe old o e
ptayed with her uatil sghe died « At that tine he wasxm a
"big wan "o His father supportcd him until he was ahout
1, years old he started to work for himself « ‘e does not
know i Ellen was related to hinm in any way .

She took"good care of hiw § Gllen was married but he does
not remember her husband's name o She was not hi: father's
wife « He did not go to school ,"that time they did not
particular fe send children to school "

He has a brother in Cuba but he does not know hin « le
went away long ago e Perhaps he is dead . !le has another
one in CGhristiana , he does not remember his name o "1lim
married and settle and everyvthing « Him newver write to me
80 me no know nothing mmch "hout him § Iiis two brothers
are his mother's children .

When he grew up and could voric ne used to help Bllen .
She died and left him iiving in her old house . ile lived
in the old house untili he could baild one for himself.

Herxapxrp  guix Ryrekingrfrnxxht s Raihme FximEXXEXXABrRs.
Land «

vhe only thing he hag got from his father is 3jacres
of land  lils bhouse is built on it 4 and he cul}tivates
on a portion of 1t

contribution to houpse hold and Lxpenditu ¢ e

Joshua contributes t . the house hold and Stanley too
(see page where “tunley was interviewed seperately )
Having so many chlldren Joshua hag to spend a large
amo . nt at the shop veekly « Sometimes for a weok he has 1
to spend © 24 5 L/- cannot give a meal for the day," for
e have fe buy {ish and food every day ",

To clothe the family is anotihwer hard thing , rather
expenslive o Jo show how hard it 1ls he gave an ingtanceln
getlting a shirt and pents for hligselfl o The other duy Le
bought a shirt for 10/- and vant for 12/-6 , to muke the
pahg he had to .ay 5/~ « "You can judge from that and scee
wha' it wi' cost e clothes cverybody &

Sicknesce

ile_ had vo soend a lot of money last year on gi ke
ness o Three oi the children werce sick o they had to go
to the Doctor « The mother also issick , she had to go to
the Doctor tooe. Ile could not 1v:. an idea/ of how muci
he spent »
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Interviewed liey Powell & Stanley !.obinson e

Family History .

ller father Thonas Cinclair who is dead

Her mother Fmma Sinclair also dead

hagxxma/slst s in Bull Savannah Alice “inclalr and
Edith Pineclair ¢ 8N4 .o REK Relda Kneale .

lay grew with hoer Tather and mother . She did not go %o
school « “he startcd to tred. hen she was quiuvc a girl
doing bamics .

She had Stanley when she was Very men ¢ “he could not
PGLGMb“I dtanloy O RAGARENRE fauuﬂr 8 name o ler next
child 1s Agatha Pyer by’ Pevidie” “yap 90f 4.5

ler other children are by Joshua Powesll o ~he has been
1iving with Yoshua for a long time « #ehy They got marrled
lanst year liay .

ler slckness e«

She ig very sick with her heart - 1t is gathering
rater o She went four time s to the Yoctor «» Dre “als.
She got no help s so she went to liss ‘“eta's Balm at
Blake's Pen last Good Friday « ©She pald 2/-6 tc “iss
Reta to ® take up the cage and 34 for the bath. She got
medicine , she wes told to bedx parch nichol ,/dandellion
thetxrxgx . should -e made into tea and taken with nutwmeg
every morning e uho ghould aleo talkke wine and nutmeg
three times TLop the CoYe

*he bath ie prepared by gy ‘eta and there is an <
old lady %o bathe the patientg - She was stripped and
uathsdyirem thef head to he% foot"s Sinece ghe has been
rhere she is feellpgn grich hetter - better than when she
went to the Poctor . She went a second time to “ige Reta
adn wes Ltold that she lg improving . “he does not have to
PQJ Gfoy time che goeg to lilsse P”*ﬂ o The Tirst amonnt

is to Ao the case until the patie ig better .'los Leta
is very famous ,"peopdeflrom all avar the world come to he:
and she bettcr them o What Roclor caan better she can
better. |

Yigs leta's troublee. |
Once Mies Rete wag put in Jailwith her father ,
mother sigler . 1t was renorted that they w re praciising
cbeah , but they wers rclcased after they werc found
s I P % 4 ¥ 't e 4’ 4. g : ‘._ﬁ" v
gulltless s Sometime ufter the Judge thal trled them zot
gick and he was tacen Lo llss Reta , and "she betler ii

so from that they never trouble +then again "

Stonc breaking e _
To heip to make a ~iving ¥ llay is carrying and break
ing stomes for k¥ the Ridyz road . uhf does not kiyjow h)w

(23 ¥

rmueh she will get per box "i' no measure yet . *ou wi'
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have fe come buck ie that dey story fa me no lknow whe
vhen 1' gwine measure . Next time when you dey come carp'
one vieol a healing oil with you fa you no know that we wi'
get hoarsefe pgi' thic m long edey- story “.

Saturday .
260 Do 148&
Dc B.

Interviewed “tan'ey iobinson  Joyee Broomficld

Stanley grew 3% with tis mother and step Cfather . He does
not know his father . [e does not sleep at his wother's
house « He sleeps at a house that he has rented Trom
David Simpson , with his girl fitend “oyee Droomf eld .
During the day Staniey aad Yoyce are at llay's vard .
They ave of the same house hold as May's .

His work and living .

Stanley does all kinds of work e e cultivates , work as
a side man on Immanuel rowell's truck , and he vorks at
the factory wnen the crop is on « [fle cultivates on part-
ner ship with hils step- father , planting corn , cassave
yam and pease. "hat e gets frou his erops 1is to help to
i)@ed 1:‘:1'—.’] ®

At the facbory Lis work is to make fire on the boiler .
le got 5/~ per day wovriiing everyday in the crop . He got h
his ¥ job frou 4y “asgtings $o vork at the factory , after
aaking for it .

Ag o side nom on the truck he was paid 3/6 er day . lle ls
always working when the crop is on , and after the crop
Qe cultivates o lle helvns to contribute to the house lLolde

hen things arc “"hard and he has no moncy hés nother
and step father give him #all the ssme "

He was not gent to school , "me arents no did sned nie "o
Having nothing to do he turned to cultivation very soone

Asked 1 e did not have a girl fiiend , “"then Loo X
pensive 1 keep '« At the sane time Joyce wasg standling
D

there {every body =emkhed laughed )

JO&CC ®

She comes from Z2allards Valley =2nd is the deughterol tzra
Broomficld and Icilda Broomfislde lier parents Lad nine
children , two are dead and seven are alive o She worked
at the factory "in the tvozm lagt crop " syreading tomato
in the shed at 2/- per day .

She and “tanley became friends six i nthe ago and she

is living here with him now « At Ballards she used to do
domestic's work . She worksd with Mpg lamsay at Lowland

at 10/- per month for Lwo months o llext she vorked with
lMrs Agatha Ebanks 1in Ballarde Valley at thc same price.
She is not working now . Staniey maintains her .
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Interviewed !lay Powgll.

May like H1len had been visited wee#se hefore , and

she refused to tell me me anything about herselfl . ‘

After talkipmg o long while about bables and children .

she told me of the hard times she had in the delivering

of two of her children . She had it very hard when she

wag to deliver her first child « "& because a dld the

, first one make 1t ald so hard ". ghe fainted in the

g deliveripg ol 1t . She took in Sunday nipght and had the

{ baby 9 o clock londay morning e The nidwife who attend-

f ed her was lirs Dllen Powell , Lo is dead now « “he

| Midwife had to Lelp her moke way for the babye"I tell

- f you she a did one pgood midwife , for though the case aic

5 : ? so hard me never h ve any nead e ® send fc Doctor .

she did really work hard "pon me "e To help to strength-

) * en her after delivery the midwife gave her "eggpunch
| fe drink and after that me feel good". Tler first child

wap—-esade OStanley Robinson e -

| Her nexd hard case 'as when she had the twins . Labour
on a / | started ,"'bout dusk/Saturday mé-ké . Unc of the bhables
| wag born vaturday night and cthere was no slgn of the
other one « It had removed fLrom out the right place
: and had gone into her hip ,"him no mus'e did wan' Dorne
) Him nearly take me life « “he had a different midwife
hias time Dbeecause Ellen Powell 1o dead o Chls midwile
was lre "Sella"uilmpson o she was an exfeellent one
recognized "by govanﬂment and everything ¢ Sella had a
hard work to get the bmpy back into the right place ,
anyhow she succeeded  he other baby vas born at
ahoutl. 2Pe lie Sunday after-noon e he never knew when the
haby was borm , until when che woke up “unday night she
found out that che had delivered o The midwiile rubbed
her with bayrwa and gave her "taddy" (that 1e egg rubbed
with rum)ead that was given to her warm .

The girl was born Lirst and Lhe boy that gave all the
trouble ¢ me loste She did not get a fall or nothing
else had happened to her o why she met it ©o hard .
"he midwlfe told her che vas too small to have a twliny
that is why on hnd to go ingthe hip ihen when the {irst
one was born the midwife had to work the other into
the place wherc the {irst one wag . She did not send
ror the Doctor because wshe did not have the moucy , but
che midwife wes Jjust as good ag any YJoctor . vhe was
very siclk about three monivhe alter the birth of the
baby with _ain and fover . She had to take hospherino
and wine to get better , and that helped er very welle
The 1little twinxg girl 1s dumb .

ghe fecds mopt ol her bublee on cow's milk , condensed
millk - and cormmeal porridge . Sho t aches her chlldron
how to behave , andteaches them maLnNCLS but sometlmes
“them won' even hear and take 1t for them head 89 narde
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Somegimes me have & fe stamp me foot 'von them sy fo ma
make them hear me o She ddes not prevent hor children
Irom goingto the nelghbours'yard to play "for we all a
we live loving and if me stop x fe me pickney faim go
a them yard them we stop e them from come a fe me yard
When the children are naughty and want to he chastised
she does it or the fathoer o Sometimes her children cuise
but"when me hear them , mebawl 'pon them and ake them
knov. that them musint use them dey worR". The hehavior
of the children was ngt half as bad as that of the chile
dren in lower Ribbot Town « They obeyed more readily »
when they werc spokenk to , though after a while they
came to the door of the kitchen peeping in s Wwithout
making an attempt to come in .
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Interviewed “ay Powell.

P = . Family Record 13 3

I had another talk uith ¢ today e “he was washing
cdothes at lirs Ldns Dyer's house « She waes very pleasant
and ready to talk . Bhe was helping Edna towash and"not
doing it for“money". A full account of her life with

vtanley Robinson was not possil le to get , as there were
many people standing arocund and made &t most Iinconven-
ieqt e She and *uaHTPy were not living together , "me
m 1" 3 Ty - c"}" ] N
live a me mother lLouse ill aftcr me fall ,(¢wk04

hw was supported well hy Sntmiey Stanley p to the
first/months after the Dirth of the baby . After that
stanley went away €. Pt Thomas and ginee then she hos not
heard from him , neither has he zx sent any & thing ra
for the be bj « She had it very hard after he went away

A,
to suapport the baby « Ler parents had to help her with the
chll » and she bad oo start working very soon just to

be able to support the child . She hed to weed grass ’
wash clothe: and trade on bamay

She nexy bacsmme {riernds with "Meridle " “yer the
father of hs: second chlld Apgatha « “he did not live with

 Meridie , "me only get the child from him ". leridie did

not trecat hceyr asg I‘rd as Jomnlﬁy » e gsupoorted his child
uhtil the child could help rasll e

f\.\'



