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Interview with XW¥¥X Amv Rochester.

When T arrivedA Amy was in the *itchen, with her
mother and her zrandfathor,

Household.

James Sinclair ed. £6
Joserhine Sinclair °y Head. dan fj Jauhaq Y &
AREaaisadtedr
Amy Rochester daughter AGE 22 years
George =dwards SONe aze 19 vears
Bing Crosby Fowell gsrandson aze 4 voars.
Yadine Angela Towell grandduag. age 2 months. =/
| e—e ¢ i, / b
&

<= PFarentage. Amy is the daushter - Jogerhine Sinclair,
“ and Exlon “owell.
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‘g;fﬁﬁer Prother George Edwards is the son of Joserhine,
but the father 1s Richard Edwards
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The father of her twe children, Bing, and Nadine, is
Fustage lowell.

—
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I had already seen Amy at the yvard of Cleoment !'olness,
(See File 26. Childrren No 1l.) but as I hed not roceived
much personal information, it was necessary to see her
again. She seemed to be a little nervous. She is
an oxtremely shy girl, and secms to have a very
retiriny disposition.
Career. She went to Bull Savannah School, but she was
not always ¥able to zo gquite regularly. levert eless
ghe stayed at school untll she was the full "ifteen
yvears of aze. 5She loved school, and 3ot on wvery wvell
there. When she and her brother xxExszax® were small,
her mother was helred by their two fathers. ler father
helped Joscephine for many years. hen Amvy loft school
she was sent to learn dressmaking from Eunice Dyer.
Her father vaid for her teo he tausht. She atared there
six months only, because he then salid that he could not
wkkxtn afford to keep ur the ~ayments.
She had been tautht to he » in the ho se {rom sbout the
age of ten years. She now returned to help her mother
in any little thing she cauldg in the c¢leaning, sweening,
washing anl eooking. "Everyt'ing in de house"
U ) Courtshin,

She met “ustace 'owell when she was slixteen. He wns

26 vear: old at that time. @ wanted to love her

but her mother did not arprove. FFor a whole year they
were Tfriends only, and she did not sleep with him until
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she was sevecnieen. She could ot a2
the first oc =sion, {by her face proba ly quits
It wvas ot onz after that the first baby starts
She did not slesp with hi= g% her own houss, (Sh
em-hatieally salid it was at her house st the bes
of our talkx) e EEsTEi-xit s“fﬁes a b=droo= with
her mother, so 1%t =8 not possitie there. She used
to zo to iais ro:z, zhere he lived on his owm. 3She

has never s=i ur use with hi=, =2nd she hss no intent-
fon of ever doin- so. Ho was the Tirst ==n U .
ever had any sex relsticns with, 2rid shs denles ihst
she now zoes with zny man.

Eustacs left her bsfore the second babv ¥=s DOIM.

%e Just walked out of the disirict and had mever coms
haeck, she Jdoes S’t kﬂor if he went vwith = vomsn.

““hen thers was only ithe one baby Zustace used to
help her a2 1% ttla w‘tﬁ money, tut since he wenl away
she has never reccived & penny. e has writtsn to

her more than once. She adi=dtted that when he went

away, e sore =nd SOTTT.

Since he has zone she has continued livins with her
mother, and hor father still helrs her a2 litile.

She zave that she now hos no desire to —o wiih anoliler
3h ite Rappy livins with her meother, and
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her zrandfs

Yenstrustion. She was 15 years old before her mensirusl

perdods began. Her mother had never told her anyll'ng
about 1it, and she was frizhtened when she Tirst

He - S - - -

1 runstraizht Tor mi mother, I thousht =1's dead.”

‘ler children.

-~

She had Cella Simpson for both her confinements. 3She

had & very herd time with the first babdy, =2lthougsh

thev did not get a doctor. She was in labour for

over a whole day. She had oil rubbed on her stomach,

and warm water ar-lied to it. She had the baby on ihe bed
gshe did not have 1t on the floor. 3he was wer 111 with
i4. The second baby came & lot more essily.

eahinz She had to wean the first child st & =onths,

because she suffered from nerves, that is shs ssid
nervous trouble. She had to :: ta t ¢ doctor and he
zave her some medecine that cure her. The sscomd
baby is only two m“ﬂtﬁs old, “ni g0 far there is no
re-occurence of this trout 1@.

The boy plays al!l day with his small cousins, the
Sinclairs, whose house adjoininzg hers. He 1s wory
fondi of the baby sister, and does not seem to Do
jealous of the attention it gets. e is a rood child,
and seldom has to be corrected. '
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Coing to the yord I saw Janes trying to welk from the
kitchen to his house a few yards from the zitchen s in
‘quite a round about fashion . Ie was heliping hincelfl &
along with a stick , that is supposed to be 2 yard -
stick as itis marzed off in inches , e could scarcely
- make the sieps , as he is very/feeble , :ith hair as
A white as nilk .Seeing that he was not rogressing vell
' in his effort %o ey walk I told him to =it on = box

(i that ["elose by » He did so and we sterted to talk o e
\ - Were crowded with a number of children from the neigh-
x\ bouring yards and come of his own great grand children »

: i \ The.children were $0ld to remove , but they refussd to
’) | | obey thouglh they were tcld by pedds grand father ,by
i Joseph ,uncle for some of them , and by their cousin
i Amy Rochester . They were most disobedient , at least
‘ thez are the most disobedient set I have nmet sines I'nm
in 1l Savannah . Then they ars spoken to they juast
8it”and stare as if"they are wood or stones ", ani can-

|
/| not underséiand whet is beingz said to then o 7 2y follow
Fals one around 1like a shadow » They are ill-mannered and
' A g} « One 1ittle girl Trom out the n.mber s Supposed
™ iy to b ‘my's sisier , was sent on an errand by “my and
= f she rafus=d Lo 20 » ielling Aoy she will go later on <
; She wanted o hear what vas going to talk #e sbout <
i -Amy in very grealt need it appears for wvhat she sent the
| ¢iiid fox Degoed and begged her , yvet she would nok
N - obey » Amy had %o ask me to %ell her to go « I did so

and after much percuasion she wend reluctantly o As

she was aboul to Zo ber frand faither loosed from out &

handikerchicf a 4- 953 , he handed it to her and told
2 : N her tc give it to his dasughter Addy who is living at
) i | Shaddoek Hill . Addy wae to put cither a id or 1 & e=
/ with if to buy a bun and send for hin .

ihe child took the oney unwiliingly and a2s she reached

, around the kitchen she sent it back by one of the gther
‘ / little girls ,saying that the grend father™ musin
f annoy her"any more s she is not taking it « 4my took it
/ and sent it by one of the little girks to er and &fs

y the ehild ran away as fast as she could . James telé me
/  he had not eaten any thing simee morning , at thet time
: it was about 11 o'clock or 11.3Y% ,bul a little coffee
without"anything to cat with it ". He got that froo
Joserh's yard » e was very hangry bhe told me . He s@ie:
tries to teach them good mammers , but they will not
"take it and them no obedient to then parents , like mee
: | e used to obey me ;arents,tha@ﬁr vhy me dey ya todaYe
b : Yha' the Commsndment say ¢ “onour you carents that you
: days may be long « If them no honour fe them parents
how them expect fe live @ lons « e teach them how fe
act themself toc God and to me , and no fe use siniul we=
words « I them nc honour them parents wey bring thesn
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in/this world , how will “9d honour them ? ile teach them
m ers. , but if Llhem won take it vhel me can dﬁY%omﬁ/
James ' grand childron are most unkind to him s ChilcTly
Euphemia®s children o One moment they are in peace #nd
® the other they aet ag if they could "eat nme ". They

;do not want to Legr the truth from their yand father.

When they do wrong vhinge , use their tongues and
"walk 'bout and have bastard » me tell them 1' no rig t
and them dont want to hear that", ‘hey abuse him when
he talks to him , "and me have fe put up with wha' then
do me , for me caan help neself now ", Fuphemia's childs

ren will meke tea , swecten theirs =na give him hkis
without any wygeys suger . Sometimes they refused even
to take a litiie fire and give him . Joseph's children
are more kind t@?im o

James' parents were Jamks “inclair from Comma “en and
hig mother Haria Sinclair (¥ nce Simpson) from Shaddock
Hill , James can remamber three of his grand parents .
~hey are nis mother's isther "old Tomny Simpson , znd
his father'g mother and father were Gracie Sinelair ¢
and Joseph “utler Sinclair . Iis parents had nine childse
TSN 5 sevenerc dead and two ave alive , he and his
brother Issac Sinclsair who is married and living at
Eldge . Jares sald hisparents died 150 yeare ago , which
I'm not guite sure is corrccet . Ile told me he wants two
years 1o be a hundred , but 4Any his grand daughter said
he is cnly 20 years old . His old granéfather was a
slave , 2nd his slave master was one "Stomer " . lle was
told that they chiefly stayed in Top BDull Sevanash in
those Gays o rheir chief work then was to meke stone
wall vp and down to keep out animale

As a boy he grew with his brother =in —law Aliek
Fochester who married hic pddee sister Caroline Cin-
clair « lie was ten yearz sld when he went to stay with
them , Elick , who did not Lave any children at the

time asked & James' father to alleow hiz to coe and
stay with #%@ them =0 as tc kecep his wife 's company,
especially when he wae not st hose . Elick was a fish P
man and had to leawe very carly for the sea . James '
parents consented and he went o He stayed with them until
he becane a big man « 4 a little Doy he helped Eliek
with his cultivations , and when he crew to he =2 Toun /o
man he started to cultivate for himself , and still help
Elick with his cultivatiocns . He vprked for other/such
as , Tommy “ochester , Simeon 4 ochester , and gharles
Elliott , planting in their fields at 1, - per day w th
feeding « ‘e planbed cassava andi tobaceo chiefTy on
other'people's land . He did that on partnership with
the ommer of the land « %&e used to do fishing with

"Zatio™ Powell and Simeon Rochestcr 4 They had their boat

and # he worked gs v hand « @ did not have -ny pods Tor
himself . e wagpaid according to the cateh that was med
7
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made. e did the fishing trade for ¥en yeors , and had &
to stop through fever started %o dwroudle him e Il nad/
Teed and clothe himself after he became o young lian

at his sister 's home « ©lick died aznd he was able to
help with the funer:l . Unforiunately h sister died
af.er and ne vwas oble to bury her $oo . ter the death
of his siter he lefilthe home , for at that time his
sister had her own ¢hildren « ~hree had died and one
wasleft living im the house . lils nephev did not tell A%
him to leave , but as h- had made a home for himself

he went £t live there .

He had his first c¢hild by Ellen Sineclair , who later on
became his wife . Sceing Ellen and gettingg to like
her he asked w#ma her parents if bhe could visit her at
the home . They gave consent and so they becamefriendscs
fle told the parents that he would marry her b but
beforé they were marvied ,"she fall fe me " ., "Before
her parents fe % quarrel with her me take her home to
& fe me yard , and she have the first child a ny yard ¥
James and Ellcn were marrisdafter thelr second chfld was
born « They had nine children in all , three are dead
and elx are alive . Those alive are :-

Joseph who igc married and is4dgdse living near the
father « Hebecca at Long Hill st ying with her son
Cyril Sinclair , Ffuphemia 1lives in her own house in the
father's yarde Aldwina 1s in lanchester working , Ada
in Xingston working , and Addy 1is merried and living in
Staddock Hille

There is a story telling that & James loved his girl
friend "till him jump off a house top eand take him
hand broke dry cocomut fe her ", “*his story was told
by Amy BRochester his grand daughter ,but James id not
agree with it . He said he was helping tc thatch a
houss one day vwhen he and another man had " & hard
talkzing over rum ", and so as to awoid a qguarrel he
Jumped off the hosse , 2nd not because he gsaw the girl
he loved .7 he breaking of the coconut took place in the
woods where he too: up & bet with ancther man that he
could bresk a dry coconut with his hand  “e won the man
and that again was not for the sake of the £irl .

His wife die® ahout 1L vears ago . lie lLives alone in h
his house now . The house that his dsughter Euphemia is
living in was built by James for his children , vhen
the 1little girl

children live in the house now o -‘enes' house wac
blotmn in the storm « He ic now l1iiving in a 1ittle room
of whigh one side ig brozen down . Luphemia does not
care him very well , now an® then she offers hin"any
1ittle thing "« Addy offercs hinm too now and then .his
Jaily meals are Tepared at Josenh's e home . -iis
washing is done & by Addy , 'ds only source of living

U
8 were groving up . hophemia and her
i
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is madéd from the fruits that he gets off his place «llig
zon or grand children ) and what ever fruits arg ok
picked are divided Dbetween he and the picker . ‘hen the
fruite are ri e he sells them and gets a little money o
clothe himself and help to feed himself « The amount at
cne selling may be anall , so he has to save so as to D
ne able to seccure thz clothes.

! The land that he lives on is his , he bought it from
i Governnent for over £L0e. . It 1s £ive acrcs @& of lande
| His parents died and left seven acres of land , but his
| brother Hermon “inclair ,"take 1t and share give his
\1iece and one of his children . James has shared his
fq \" land amonk the children that are at home , and 4ddy's
T\, mwsband works 1: acres of his land . Vhaiever the cro &
He #1s 1t is divided between the father and the chiildren .
’ James +told me that he x mwannot pay the taxes any longer
for the land ,"“them have e take out fe me naue and put
in fe mesme Joscenh o lle cann feed mecelf much moire {6
pay taxes  The little nconey that me et off a the fruld
me have fe talke it buy s fish 4 flour , oil an matches |
Some times fe the veek me have fe send go & siop whree |
time#, when them m coan gel nothing out a the field".

)3 , His old perents left a few chings for him such ag s
chairs and tebles , and glass warcs ¢ *'¢ hac nothing -
|

b
left now , every thing was destiro ed in the stcrm . ;
e loves his grand ¢ ildren , but they dg not love [iime
"fo illimanners make them dont 1love mMC e onetime mewant |
1ittle water , and a stronger have fo «, tale it give
me o e daughter wont do it and the nicknay them wWorse e
Them no 1 ve me heewsuse me no have lsnd fe them and all
them pickney , and me no know wey fe get 1t fa nic caan
meke 1t"e He has over 60 grandé children s "sone living #A
: and some dead . Yome me ro gee with me eye , me only

]

hear them name "e

Jemes has been sick for over 58 years now o "l& no
know wha' rightly do me , ~very thing do me . God to
tell vha'wrong « lle use to get plenty fall offg a tree
when me was voung "e e used to cut wvood for making
lime kilm , and in climbing the trces he got many fallse
e had to carry'plenty lond” too o All those things hawve¢
token imprecsion of him now , and bein advanced in age
nhe ean scarcely walk o He cannol cven wallkto hiseen 's
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Mr, James Sinclair is deaf, 1ll, cant walk, stays in
his bed or sit on the treshold, Very pleasant old man but
not very helpful as informant,

Family origin and ramifications,

e was born here,Pe did not get any land from his fa-
ther, His two sons live near by in separate houses, His land
is cultiveted "for him" by his sons and daughter who lives
with him, He says Ribbid Town got its name from a man named
Ribbid who "killed ram-goats", Mr, James's house is still
in Raemxx Bull Savannah, ®ibbid Town starts some 50 yards
farther behind the three magoes,

The remainder of the household - two women and 4 chil-

dren whre busy in yard with cassava, One woman was peeling
it and little Lauren was scraping it,

The house and their clothes indicated that it is a
poorer fanily in the district, They were all rather apathetic



