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Exbert Saunders. 54 years. Lives alone.

 Egbert Saunders rents & room from Wintwood ©1liott and

lives in the same yard as lencelles and Tvy Thompson.
I had arranged to meet him this m m™inz ~nd he weas
waltng for me when I arrived. lle wished to 2o to
church this morning, 8o he sald he w-uld not he able
to stay for too lons.

—Hé 1s a newcomer to Dull Sevannah, and Y.as lived here

Jandervilie

for only two years. Hde himself was bhorn in Dermuda but
was brousght up in Jensilen. 18 mother had six children
not all by the same frther. "We were outsldd children,
not marvied you know" -

The six children. 1) Reginald Digsolis. The oldest
2) Ezbert Sainders
3) Richards
4) Saunders
5) “iller
6) Richards.

e 1s at times very deaf and could not be mnd e to nhear
that T wanted the Christian namos.

His mother was left to look after =211 of them, and she
had a very hord time to omnaze to bring them up. To make
& livinz she worked as a laundress, in ‘anderville.

(Tt 18 worth while mentioning here that !r Saunders
considers himself widely travelled and adue~ted and uses
lont rhrases and peRamt@ve redentic word: whenever
rossible, he has a stronz American accent)

He went to the seoo0l in “ondeorviile until he was fourteen.
<o then left ¥tmgston/ari came to Yinsston whore he ot o 3
Job. This was in 1910. His memory fop dates was

most unusual. “hen he mot to Xinraton he worked as
Houneman ~nd valet for a r 1llian 1lson. e got

only 3/= & week at this joi. e had to leavs at the end
of 8ix months becusse of illness. !r Wilson <ot h'm

a ancther position . This was a /v FeChorles “ighory

who employed him 1n & drv ~ood atore. Here he worked for
quite a bit, but he got tifred of this, so he deeided to
set away. He had oc-asion to #c down to the docks and
deliver some goods from the shon to the Rowal 'n31

Steamer 3.9.Trent. Ile asked for a jJob, and on the next
trir hack to Jamaiea there was a vacancy for him a3 a
steward, and he took 4t. He worked on the sea for a

few years. Them ecame 1914 and the Great Ynr, ‘hav

2ll been 2 afra’id® of travellins on the Jeas, and the e: ptal
-n advised them all to bocome soldiers. He Aia not také
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- his sdvice at once, “ut returned to Jamaica. nere he
found he could not zet a 'Job. haiwas told of the

" formation of & Jamalcan Contingeyt, and Cataln Feel
was put in chor-e of the Jamaipah {olunteers. e Joined
them, and on 6th October 1915 he \eailed [or Furopes
He arpived in England, and was stetioned in Seaforth.
From there he was transferred 19 Egyrt.

(Her follo's 2 condensed version of hil ¢ war experiences,
because he went into very great detall, and would
have continued for considerably longer if he had not
heen anxious to ==t to church. Cwins te his deafness, I
*  eould only direct his conversation a little)
“hen in Egypt he started trzining at “ax, near Alexendria.
"Whilst we were ther we 1ndded had a rigirous tralning.
We hed 8 paradee 2 dav, in squad drill and all branches of
musketry. ier we stayed until August 191°. A% the end
we had a great perade when we were insvrdeted 7 ia Royal
Highness the prince of "nles. Hwe said that we were the
best trained men in “itchenerds army. ¥e tion o ved
to the 8Suez Cenal where we took over from Le anchoster
Reziment, and were later Joined by the Austrolisns,
"e had the stretch of the c2ngcl run-in: from Ishmela (?)
up to Tentara. e were put then inlo a ‘roneh rost at
Devils "ond, this was thex in the Jeraplan lUesgert. e
had to endure great trizls with the heat, ut we mans e
sRanhew. somehow. We -had constant sktirmishes with the
“edouin Ara“s while we we there hut thev never managed
to break through our lines. (He sa’d t 18 wath zreat rride
General “orrey, came and asked us to now volonteer as
Artillery Servers In France. All volunteored and we
salled to "2rseilleSeccecs.o We were firat sent into the
lines at ‘reycourt cod. ‘ere the Airtillery fire was
frightful, but we mtom- stuel 1it. It, was here that
Tear 3as was used on ud for the fir-% time. e had no
maslzs at the start, “ut after a week we were wearing them.
For the winter we were stat'o-ed in "ou ozne."

He addied thet the Fremch treated them mesnificently, they

askod them ‘o0 their homes, and he had the orrertunity

3 of seeins many o” their @ Tactories and thelr wvays of

CHE ' do'nz thinzs. e was alwara quiek at learninz, and

- he learnt thinzs the»e that he hes never forsotten.

. In England he was zlso t treated well. he was very amuse
by theo recollection of tle surprise of the n 31ish at hear
=inz them area English. hey a2ll wanted to rnow where
they hed learnt such mood English. The mrvepr of lymouth

_ had 1lived in Tndia, and e thought thev ceme not from the

5 est Tndies, but the est of India. Saunders considered

- this a sroat Joke. He gaid thet it was ex lained to the

b ayor that they came fromt the “estarn nenlaphere, on

’“} _ the Pinme of the =sr eat Arerican Continent, on the brin-

Pf the TSouther Crosa. History was related to 1im, whercby

e was made aware that tkx the forefathors of the ost

Indiane had “een brought as alaves fro Africa to the

ew orld. e Saunde 8, was not ashemed to rdmit this.

“hy should he be? Tt was slso told to the EZnzlish peonle

that they remembered Queen Vietoria, and the amaneinetion



of thelr ~eople by her.

He got wounded twice with shrarnel wounds in the head.
fnce he ~ot blown u-e. This was st Arras. The division
had been bombardinz the Germans for ten days without
gsasig, and they had had no rest durinzg thati time.
At last they were remoe d to a =41 et he ind the lines.
This was an old Factorw Everybedy dropred to aleep like
stones. Suddenly he woke up to find himaelf in a dom'n
eloud of smoke. They had been sholled by the Gormanse
(this was dramatigally = re-enacted Tor me) he could

not see, only smell. ‘& He mave the alamm %o his
erades but they were too tired Lo cnro. The next
second another shot cam and he found N msell in the
road. .e got to 2 Scottish Nigision where he was
treated. +¢he next dayhk he Tound cut that 61 people
had been r1lled in that factory. Tn the firing

17°C tons of ampunition had been blown UT.

e went Ot '{111 500...0. e . 7{9 was Sant tO thg. ad
hospitel in 'arseilles & with Ajonitls, having been
azain zas-ed in additon _e had two l-rge buthles of b
blood on his neek, and Whey could not do anythinz for
him. Tn 1917 he was repatriectsd to Jamalca.

W¥her he -rrived back he was treated worse than a
prisoner. Conditions were very bad, They were slven
£4 on their discharze, and a ysar later they gmot £15.
de got little Jobs here and ther to keep up 1lif.

He worked with 'ray sndllenhews for one »onth. Then he
returnad o .'r Msaher Wp zave hime job as a watch ane
Then his £15 ecame throuzh he decided he wanted to
hetieor himeself, so he ¥t for Cubt.

In Cuba. Ile satrted off there do'ny shipbullding

work in the deeks, hest zyed doinz this for 15 months,
@ then got & slight afteck ol small pox, and returned to
“ingston in 1724,

J a ataine.
*é worked as o ward mester st the honrital Atlontie

Fer campy. 'hen he wasin the Army he hnd been £ foreced
to srend a lot of time & in Hospital, and had at first
hedped with thinzgs lite cleaning thewards. However

the doctor had noticed thet he was mood at taking
temperatures and testinzg resviration, and tho dector
held a sort of sxanination of the helpers. he wanted
gomeone Lo am first 21d wxxd rost for him. Saunders
passed the firat out of thfis emanination, and
consequently learnt quite 2 lot sbout medical mattera.

Aftor this he returned tec Cuba adworted in n ¢
dospltal at § ploce called Emporillo. %ers he :mtr;gd
until 1928« At the sa’d time the movornmment of Cuba
desided that of the work, 757 should be for natives
and 267 for forcizners.” (e th rfore lost his job.
de could have returned te “1s shirbuilding Job, but he
was not now so keen on it. fle returned to Jamalea.
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? 'ﬁ.n.‘i. 5 He srrived with 280 dollars. ‘e sterted to peddle
b dry zoods from house tc house, but theore was a }ot
. v of conr~tition and he beecame bankrupt and lost ;:a
' little =tore. He owed money to many many D ODlS.
There was S40 to 'r 3eazo, & Syrian, and £50 to lr Hanna

e z~t in with en Indian, who used to sell him blanizets
3 ' 2t the wholesole »rice, cnd he weuld sell it to peorle
| : : at a2 hizher rete snd take the differ-nce. A blanket
would cost 4/8a each. He sold it at /-, In four
or five months he had vaid off 211 his debts. The
Indian decided to give up husiness just as Satinders
had mcde enouzh money, so Saunde s was Jjust luelky.

He obtained his next Job owing to his fluent knowledge
of SpanAsh. ie saw a man one dav who lo ked Spanish,
and so he spoke to “im in Spanish. [ho man was delighte
- . th hear someone wh~ eould under Ltrnd him, althoush
y, he was gctualliy not Spanish, ~ut an Italian spye.

Hia nane was Victor Cassianos °nd he started to eémploy
Saunders as his agent. Saunders had monased to =zet

him 2 lovely house in "ingston when Cessisno had been
unabis to Tind anywhere for homsel’. Out of zratitude
he had given Saunders t e position. e was a soap,

® ' manufacturer, and he made 2l1ll the soar himselif and
let it dry into slsba on the versndah., It wons very
populer with the loeal zrocers and a real thriving
business was set =oins. de did oth ret~-1l and
wholesale sellinz. The soapr was called Sarasee Soar,
and was good for seratches apots, and clearing the
comnlexion g nerallve.

lo discovered he was a 8py in the Following wav.
Tt was in 1935, just before the Italisan invasion
of Ttheéevpila. ‘e discovered Cassisno readinz an Italiesn
parer. In 1t was reported a lonz sreech of Signor
“ussolini, talking to a vast crowd in Rome, that Ttalr
must have an "mpire, that she hed a nved for expansion,
that Afriea lav oren to them, Sounders ade & remark
about this, and the fact that Cassiano wes readins it
2t =211. Casslano was annoyed. " 2 zot up in a vexed
manner and stormed intdthe house, anl from that davy .
he never shoved me anote~ parer. I thus boeame aware

. that he was a spy.” To add to his susricions Caesiano
salled away sh.ortl’ aftrwards, °2vd in & very short time
the war azainst Ethlopia weoe declered. he sew thet
ther wes an Itslisn xex Gencrel cell-d Cassiano, an
ne was a prohably a relation of this man. He sailled
80 quickly that his affeirs were not wound UDe
Saunders sent him tle £5 1n ec=sh he owed him, and in
return the man let him %keep the £3 worth of stoal .
that he had left.

fle then hed to exist from hend to hand. He ~ot 2 little
day work now snd then in ‘ingston, hut he eventuallv
left for- the country. He did odd Jobs that he hod
;earnt 88 8 seaman 1n varicus rarts of the worl ;

He 414 {rench olishinz, frostin: windows, he ecan do
plunbing, and anv odd Jobe arouni the house. e zot
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tired o” doin: this, He samw en sdverticoment in O
neper for o lleadman on the esteate of r Gorald Lowin,
who ownoed 150C acres of land in Vere, Clerendon. There
were 300 hoa! of cattle involved. lle obt~o1ned the Job.

2utlos.

Three timnes a2 week he Irove the cattle in to e
exanined for their condition. They were aleo checlked
comted and generally inspectoedl. He 414 quite » lot
of mame vet@nary worlr in cornoetion with the eattle.

H1a wnowledme of medocine camo in useful here.

on ona oceaslon cured a nrize bull who had been worried
by sn oren wound on thic end of itd tell Tor over a year.
It was not able to he2l over as the bull was =lways flic
~+ipx i1t open acaln. wne made an artificell tell of
sisel, Tixed 1t to “he end of the bulls tell, and

when he flick:=A2 his taill, tho 8isal rrotected the wound.
Within 2 weer tho weund was cureds © learnt this

trick abroads e {inaeft becurase B reo le were
wicked and the situaticn of the rlsee dlsmal. The cows
were not sup osed tQ "emilked at a2ll, it was all meant
for the calfg., he frud e man de'nz 1t three times in
the nisht, and he rovorted 1t to t"e ho 3. The boss

4id not deal with him strictly =2noush 1n "is opinicn

end he 'eft. Tt was ver lonely there, thor wes a mile
to walxz to tho next howmse. There was nobody with

fhom he could conversge,or of a conzmenial nature with
himsolf. "30 T quit tl)obh"

e was a-ain watechinzg ® the parers, a2nd saw mother
advertisonmente This i time it was Tor Uirug a2 e ts.

It was lor a D "obri, a South Americen rentlemen.
Saunders asked him 1f ® would be willinz to help him

to buy a dbievele, »nd then he would ho able to sell his
go0ds a lot more o ficlently for him. M=tr' azreed.
Jaunders mut £2 down, M snd va'ld off the rersindor ot
10/~ per month, FEverythree nonths “e''d »old e o
corretion to see which ell "is ~zents hel z0ld tle most
z00d8, Saunders won_ B¥R° the ~rize three times., The
first time he won » clock, the second time & wateh, "nd the
t"'rd time a2 sulterses e neinted the wateh out to me,
in the room, and added that 1t no lonser worked , but he
still kept 1it.

H1 8 .:’!O 4 t:_c

for vhat Febri solls him for 18/~ he sells at 30/-

He will mae €3 rrofit on £4 or goods. le will buy for
24 and sell for ©7. Similarly he will exmoct to xmke
make ©2 rrofit on £3 of ~oods. : “

le here explained thet he hod left out his travels to
Canada 1n 1930. lle hnd become a shewsrd and a eook on o
hony sa'linz along to Cannda. Hye made four trivs in p]i

to “ontreal He heerme such & mood cook thet one rassencor
save im 20 dollnrs for a_vlnte of “'s tomate soup. e rad
learnt to cook in Cuba. [lis trin to Crnads was well Worth
while, because he Bouzht * lot of htooks there and lesrnt
h'w te do a lot of "andy things about aogdin: snd
ronnlring, and sueh 1live. ‘e wes always snxious to

enlerge his knowledzs and hes never lost an Ohbortunity

Ly ] S
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of pierinz up t inss in “hotever coumtiry he has visited.
It was in this way that he hod learnt to meke ssusnzes,
"Sog-est-scs” (Saucissons) he eprl-oined to me tley vere
ealdaed by the French. Similarly while in Cuba he had

made friends with a Sraniard, 'his man was sn expert

in wines and drinks. He made wine fromm pesches, Cydsr
Canapres, and cranges. Since he ha'! come to ull Sav-
anngh he had experimented with tem-toes 2nd had prodiuced
some tomate wine that was very ropular. It was so populsr
that he was now gZo'nz %o 70 in for it in = nuch bigzer
way, and reduce hls drug sellinz bhusiness. e was now
makiny some wine from®»e romsgranntes, but it had not
formented as yet, hut he foneled that this time he

was goling to get an cv ' n ettt r wine. Tt will e callsd
Ting Soloman's wine. Last cron “o made 12 quarts of the
tomato wine. It had cost “im 30/6 to produce asch 3 salls.
He h 4 charged £/- ver bhottle. The rest was profit.

It was 8o good that he was not ~oln> to sellt it wvholsale,
he could eazally sell it roteil in tae surro nding neizghbour
~hood., The wine taked 3 months to f-ruent.

Pergonnl Detaila, :
ad

fle lives by himself, and cooks for himaclf. e rents
a room from i 7intwood “lliott.

1s ¢hild,

He has one ¢hild ecalled 3lordla Saunders, who 18 now sbhout
17 years old.
der mothser is Amv

Zodlinss and they both live in Tinzaton,

de used to visit her when he came hack from Cubn in 1924
althoush he never set ur a Joint householl with x¥wmz her.
de has always suprort-d the e¢h1ld but hea never lived

'uch with the mother. '
Ho 414 not =et ur a prorer hougshold in those davs because
ne had besn lar-ely brouzht ur by his father's sisters,
and they strongly disarsroved of living wvith » woman
without marrving her. TIn those days he would have done
anythinz prather than offond th My G 30 AZeiIinat their
wishes, J6 did not marry the zirl beecause she turned

out to b® 2 had wonman. Ho thouzsht about it, and deetded
that he would continue to surrort his ¢h1ldg but that he wo
would leave woman slone. Since tien he has aleays lived
in 2 solitary fashion.

Here 'r Saunders burst into talk abhout polities and 444
not zive any more information about himselr,

"Jazes are too smuall 4in Jmalca. Look at the small amo nts
he had sarned when he was e Los in Jnalea, 3/« -per weeolk
when he started, and the nizhest he ever earnt before he
82ilad Sfor Enzland in 1910 was 8/- per week., When he
retur ed he could have hed the samnc job at the same rote
but that time he had seen how other neonile live, and ex-.
~rerienced other tvnes of wazes, and 1t would not de him.

uring the ledt main elections he wes a henchman for Xex

—
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DS who wes veabunlly elacted Tor 5t  1izabeth.
TR ;:*s::qa s.awmzii upholder of Lahour (B.I.T.U:) “ne had ¢
£ only t6 lo~¥ af h'storv to gee the peatmeni Lhat Egd b en mets
. outed to his veenle. Look at Jamaice Handrock. Yeu cnu}d gseo
- ‘everything sbout it there. " After the emangi*atégn of;;be
slaves their condition was worse then Tormerly. Govern

;:ru, and Governor BRlake were btoth villains., In that bock

one could read all ehout Joserh 'ozle, ond the rehollion

in flol ‘end Bay. e wes the first an to try and improve -~
the lot of his peorle. The neorls were in r stote worse

than brutes. Tt was thenhe hed vsed the memora le rhrase,
"Colour for Colour, '1l0ood for P1l--a!"

All the agricultural scheomee have rolen down. The ressant

in Jualea les no lsnds. There sro nothinzg hHut the iz rroperti
belonzing to the Big Yen, on every side this ean &ms e scon.
One. man holds thousends of seres snd yet reo~le l1live like mon're
=3 1n a hut, and one ezn renl v asse such hta in rarts of the
Island. e wants to see Justica for Justice. Fovornor
s o Olivier was & really -ond movernor, hub from wiidx his de.y
Saias up %o no’, no man has done as much for Josicsn as Justonerte,

RS | It 18 211 a motter of bett r weges here. 10 peole were miven
better wages they would look after their children Hetter,
| They would not have chiidren secattered everyvhere with no
E sense of responsibiliiy towards them. Ther would dress
¥ better and live decent. Jamaies 1s worse then anvwhore else
In the world. Ho nas travelled to “nzlend, ‘rence, Esypt,
Italy, Caneda, U2S.A. and Cuba, 2nd no where has he found such
utter dezsradaticn as oxists in Jnaica. Look at “inzston,
narts of it are » diszrac» for anv nation o have to owne.
"o don't fizht for whot we don't need. That's whv the Labhour
“arty Fightd %o rnige the 1-v-1 f weges. Thore is a measure for
every X man 11 't is falrly honded out."™ -

"If 1t was not for fustamente, T think ther would be & revolution
in this countr bty now"

The police are one of tre werst features of thia countrv. They
have s2lwvays hezn extresely az inet the Labour Farty, bLut now
the abour ‘arty 13 the ~ov rnment they have te e more care-
ful. They tried to mako peorle stri%e a=z inst thre Labour
Fovorn ent, and they fight the soverament, by refusing

to tare setion as2inst known erininels in the hope thet 1%

will embarass the Zovernment., He nad been ro-bed hinaolf

some 1ittle time ago. 1 man had atolen & naip ~f his pants

that were hanzing on the bagk of the door.  In the roc'-et

W88 224 in money, 28 hag dropred out and was recovered. The
thief h=d made ofr with the reat. It vac morniight and he

had aetually seen the thief =2na recognised him. hen he went
to the Tollce thev refused to take any actlion. Tt was al1l ~art
of a plan, A-ain during the strike it was well ‘mown tﬁbt the
United Fritg comrany hed BEribed tre roliece to fire oo tké at;i%e

=8, and shoot recop! dowm. Sure, tne I 3 :
pl m . <0 our Jover nent h
dead mmen ene~vy or the Tolice. o e

When in fiv _years time ths Govor ment nay be dismised the
peorle will e ‘D en awful condition., 'a may “e worss than the-
days of slavery.(de g=14 this was a small chuclkli)
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They are no mo d. ™My? Begause 1f they were 300@ thoy
uou{ﬁ not He arainst the 1ifting of wanes. hey

have set theonselveos dead azalinst any fmrrovounent cf the
ordinalrr lebourer and that 12 had.

8)Another thing that 3s bed about them 1s thet they are not

d4selplined among themselves. They should set Lo train
and teach thelr followers to e discinlined. Children
in school ars touzht diseinline 1y earoful tesching, and
1t should be possible Tor thom to do the same things
The third thinz ahout them is 'hat thoy are making N6
headwavy 1" thoir schemes, he had kave hweard ''r Tanloy
talkx at & meetin=, and what he sa! was zood and truve.
But what had thev done to further all these schemes for
bigzor Hospltals, schools, hetter homes for the poorle
‘now inlustries €& abhsorh the surrlus ronulation?

They had don= nothinz. Thev were not in power, sut
théy should a2ct 28 Counc'l ~rs o0d adviasre to the
Jovernment. Tnotead thev and the Labour ‘arty were
fizhtineg like/kmocdmmaxd/asninst o Hone.

Tt was his personal opinion that the hest thing that
could happen to Jmailcs was to turn ont of office every
sinzle sovermment official and put in their nlace

Chinese and Svrisns. They ere the ohly vpeople that

keep trade anl business =oinz in this countrv. here
thay all he if the Chinese and Jyri-ns vanished overnight
from the Teland? They would have a moverment of zeod
sense. Another solution to the trouble would e to call
in Cepnadlan end Fnzlish officia's for a rerod of

gix months =2nd then some resulta misht be obtained.

He now rroce-d tc remari ahout our work. He begen by
saying that there had been amny reports and [wvoyal “ommiss
-ion about Jemajca. r Citrine hnd come out and his
findinss had causod a great stir in Enzland where

nothinz scemed tobhe mowm arout Lhe shoe!int conditions
of 11fe out heree, “ut 'r Citrire hzd no” published alil
that he savw. le had gone around and oxanined houses
rather as we were doint. @ had seen the nlaces where
they kept the hogs, an 4 the chickens, and comrered 1t
with the dwellins plsecs of the inhsbiteonts. Hwe hrd

zone into tie kitchens and had lifted up the 1lids of the
cookzinz nots with the foed inside, and had seen the sort
of dlet that peoprle existed on out here. hat hed he
done about thie? It had 21’ been supressed, ad nothing
in this line hod found 1ts way into the “oval Commissions
finel rerort. He had already surmised that we were

doing & very similair sort of thing tc this Comnission,
but we seemed to he deins it 1n a bet'er way. e were
ot rushin: threou~h evervthin: in & tearing hurrr as the
Cormigsion had done. “e were taing the bother to

live for months anongst the xmgg veonle and reallv Tind
out thinzs by livins Ikesmwiyw- throuzh then ourseivea.
This seemed to he a better way than eny he had yet

coma achoss. '

ie now wanted to leave for church, 8o he #s8ed me to rot
-urn when he would tellme ®xXEx reallv shout the

.
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'sell around. His bievlee u in the room

’!A on very good terma with rm Thompson. L
-wcr 3d to give me 211 the information he knew =
the peorle in ‘ull Savanrah, warning that as he hed
‘ m here two years, he only new preople “y thelir
m namess When I told him thet T ‘wished to

AT m h'msoelf he was very surnrised.




. 1 enlled to see Vr Saunders at hls house, in Lozgwood .
" He was not there, as he had Just left on nis bicyele for
~ Top BuliHSCQunnasg T left a messaze to see him next daye.
‘However he callsd to see me, at myv cottage in the
R afl' srnoon. ie sasd thet he had heard of my vislt,

. end to save me the trouble, had called to seec me.

His maln object in comin~z he ssld, was to tellme in
.~ detoil the diszusting treatment that he had recelved
: -~ from the hands of the Govermnent, after his years

y of “ervice in the First vorld 7er. At first the
Govern ent had not wanted to =ive thom epaythinzg, or “=ep
to any of their prom’'ses. However they had staged a
larze demonstration. iine hundped ex-service men had
merehed and pareaded in “inmston, rnd the Zov rroment
hed got frishtened, and ziven in to some of thelr
demands, but they got out of doinz =5 much as they
- gould. Thev wers a2ll ziven the rronlsed flve acres
in time, and they chose the worst land that 1t was
rossible tc find in Jmajca. !is lend wes stony and usel
~less. In addition to this bed lsnd, he could not even
met his title deeds out of them, so thet he could sell
it for somet ing to help himself. His title deeds
finally ceme through, and 411 T know when? Tn 1940,
He hed exchanzged his original nlot lor another, and he
had now sold the whole thin-, so he was well clear
of the whole affalr. He was alee due grat ity money
owinz to hi1s lonz service. Ile had been miven £4 on
leaving, and £15 a year later. This was absolutely
nothing of what was dve to »im. He was in Cuba
when the papers had come through, and what had they
done?they had muddled imm up with another Saunders,
and as a result they were trvinzg to do im out of his
money. They did in fact succeed in dolng this.
i@ has never received his truc amount.
AkRed if he belonmsed to the Jamaican leazue of
Ex-seprvicemen of Worl Wab 1, (ecapt. Flatt) he became
voluble. /e will have nothins to 4o with them at all.
They »re nothing but a zan~ of crooks, who have been
itnovm to aceept hush-hush money both from the Jmalcan
and the SEritish Sovernment, if they will step the
ex-servicenen ffrom doing any furth r aszitatinz gor
their rights. fle znows too much about them.
Ther- was Berkely and Johnason, and others like them.
"That do they do to earm a living? T will tell you,
they sit down very comfortably, and tell eveerde
else to orzenise themsgelves inte =rours, and to do this
that and the other. They send out notices to all parts
of the country, and only firm about the raying of the
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_ﬁ;cﬁgiung. The subseripvtions are e shillling,

4t 18 7ot survrisine that they ere firm about this ,
1t forme their only meens of livelihood.

Mot me say, that I have been in nost, perts of the world,
t the wors® plece in the world for rascality is |
ght here in Jemaica."”

}J:__*vhad.prumised to zive me som= more detaile of his
- early life.

His mother had six ¢ ildren, ~nd 1s the woy the fathor's
cleared off, sand mever he pad h r one penny. e was

not ashaned to admit this, why should he be? It woas

too well knowvm, particulary to reorls like us to try

and hide. The result of her rovorty was that she

was not able to get any of h=r children a trade. She

had to mo to ¥hterpeoprl white neorle and heg them to take

her children as yard bhoys and 8o on, at practically no

money, as long as they were fed. Hig brothsr was

sent to a “sank Manacer in Yinvston, he was sent to

another nman in ¥ingston. She h reelf Ald some washing.
She eventually mot & Job with & » Mriffiths as a 5
full time washerwoman but the worlt vas extronely hard.

fHis ovn father died when he was seven vears old, and

the two Tath rs-of the othe eh!ldr n newer helped.

She eventuclly took a lob as a houasckeerer with'

the Romen Catholic priests 1n Xin-ston., She had 80
become used to hard work th-t it was with Aifficulty

that they v rsusded her to stop, ="nl she was suprort-d by
her sons, up to the send., GShe died last year.

Eghert was adopted by an aunt, the sistor of his
father, 5She 1lv-d in "andeville 23 well. She treated
1im very well, and zave him all the schoolinzg he

has ever had, and ha hns always heen ~reteful to h r.

Cne of his “rothsrs had denarted for ‘orta arreas,
and had aever been heard of again. ‘e susrected that he

was 1 led in the riote in Colonhla, when Soo0 Jamalans
wers tilled.

Conditlons now i1 TmAfica,

Rveryhody nows how bed things are h- e. An-riecan
tourists come and take snaps. The s narsusde the

en11dr»on rlayinz in rags to take sixzpenece and hove

thisr rhot taken "ey take home these photos with them.
Only in Jamalca ean women be secn sittinz on o heap of
stones, breakinz stones, 1n order to try and earn - livin
This s a disgrace to any country that calls 1tsolf eivil
~1sed, and brines people to the lovel of snimals.

e o —



. polies are rlwayes after him. Thov trn to rlazue
. and apvrehen him, whenever rossiltls. The lest time
" he was te¥en by a con-tahle nnd @ consteble. de talked
. quite inly to them, when they triel to imprison
. nim. "I ar. an ex-serviceman of t'eo Pirst VJar. I am
" am invelid ex-serviceman" Ille exylained to me thrt thoy
" had apreared to doubt this stateorent, no he hod been
 gompelled to say to them "Not only a half oot man
or 2 half hend men is an “nvelid. T have b~ n shell-
shocked and wounded. Thia is mv onl way to meke an
honest living®” Them them left him alone. -
~ He them left ¥inmgston, hecause the noise of the traffic
. _made h's dea’nesns worse, °nd ceme hereo, ‘ow for a year
~ %he pvolice have not bothered him. The r~-eon for this
44 that the police have bheen demanding new wages, and
until they get them, thoey are cerrving on 2 polivy of
" not arresting anyhodvy unlese they he e to. Zefore
that they were wicked to peddlars. "any peorle wsre
beaten, and locked up, 7ut 1n prison for a2 week, amd
had their store of goods renovad.

All these people were unliiscensed. A liescence costs
£5, not many cen afford 1t. 7Tt 13 er1d that ‘usta
1ntendas to reduce this to £1 but nothin~ has been done.
They ere trying to met the =111 throuch for it.

He pays €/- per month to ¥r Vintwood Ellictt, for his
room.

From the 1lst March this year, he h=s had a controct for
£20 worth of zoods. He heg slreesdy noid beck £15

of this. Out of thie £15 he i3 sntitled to 7.

Talking off the £5 he owes this leaves him £2 only to
pay off all his-debta. In 211 he recrons that he has m
made onlv ©6 in vure profilt sinece Yareh, and all his he
hard work has come to jJjust thnt.

Tt 18 worked on a percentage b-sis. “ome druzs carry a

bggger profit than others. The »erecontazes vary from
?5' to M.

e has to be very coreful of his clothes. lle bouzht
two new suits last year. "I nurse them 1%%e a babr"
and they are still all ri-ht.

Food. "It 18 thrice worse then ths Z+7 ti.n Desert
‘here for food." Rice ’s prozcticallv impossible Lo +ot
4? buys Quaker Cats, and condensed milr from “romfield
wienever he sees them, and i that shon doéen't have +
then no where will. Vemetables are very difficult.
‘eonle around are not willinz to se 1 4o Min. They
grovw for their own immediate necds. "Thinzs are
difflcult for one =ccoustomed to town 11fe™ If 1t wes
net for his abilitr to 4o t-1nea for himesz1f, cueh as

preserving neat, he doesn’t Ymn. how he would mans
Tt 18 a zood thing he hes heen » anldier. e

fle has mande £25 gt his wine making, and with this "1t
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af eupital he 1ntendn to launch out next crop.
- Hie tamuta wine won 3 firtt pripbs at Santa Crusz,

~ wine, and poresrenate wine. He mave me o recipe
~ that hed in it potesh, eream of tartar, susar.
synp, and they sr- sood ss apricots.

the digtrict, he would not zive thelr nanes, to

will provide the bulk tomatoes, the profits will be
shared between them.

he was guite sure the=i everyihin: mf we were doinz

told him this) anl that he had no hesitation in
let ingme “znoe "is 1itile plens. He wants to et

one person In Mandeville tlot use to meke them, and
she '8 mone, a "rs 'owe. A saudaze tokes a out
21 days to zet rroverly nickled.
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thny "alamoured over 1t" le alsc meltes Ceer, ginger

 He sald thet muave wine was meod ut thet romegranates
mlkn the best. ‘e also int nda ' to bottle nanzoes in

Hs is arranzinzg with two m-n who live end own land in

‘set up a Pusiness. ‘e will meke the wine, and they

He added that this was all verv confidentoil, hut that
would he %kent in 'hs strictest confidence, (T had not

a small shor, whera he can store the herr-ls of wine.

This weer he intends to stert ~eling 7lenna sausaces,
and he will sell them in Yandevilile. There was only on




