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Cpe*a“cs this farm land a® owner or. port
owner for 16 Jears.

Owns 7 aeres in 5§ par els; 2, 2, 1/2, 1/2
and Z resp,

r-rﬁt;on. Tobacco « casrava,
oes not employ labour,
Yorks 26 weeks p.a, 6 daye p.,we & hourec p.d,
4 acres in cultivatic , 2 pastuve Oi.l/? in
glinea gran;y 1/2 ac, woodland use’ as pa-ture,
otal value ‘of farm L 180, of buvildings L 75,

Lty -{f MQin source of income from agricultural
e
/

1l catchment,

Cultivaticonrt 0,2 ac, tomatoes = 280 1b-,

"1l eoconut not frulting,

6 mangoes = 460 doz,.

3/4 ac, congo peas = 5 bushels.

1, 1/2 as, casseva = 5600 1bs, 1/2 sweet carsa-
ve = 950 lbe, 1/4 ac, yeliow yams = 510 1lbe,
1/2 sc, tobecco = 15C 1bs,

S5 goats, “ swine. 2 hens = 10 dos, eprcs,
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The langd,
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Interview witn sdrs, Nicola Rochester,

16, 3, 46,
T,0,

The house is in Green Olive between the‘houses
of Charles, Nicolas and Birdie Rcchesters, who are
brothers and sister of Joushusa,

For family hist, of Joshua seec Fam,Rec, 24 of
his brother,

Mrs, Nicola's parents sre Charles and Rebecca
Powell, They live just on the Lill ia 7ad Town, Hepr
mother is from Ballards Valley but Mrs, Nicola doesnt
remember the name of her mothers parents,

dprs, Nicoalalooked very prosperous in her neat
dress and big hat as conpared with her two sisters in
law who were in working Jdresses and only W th a kerchiff
tied round the head,

The husband wae not at home, Mrs, Nicola told me
he buys tobacco in the district and sells it in King-
ston, This ycer he doesnt go so often to Kingston as
the erop is rot to good. This ia however balance by a
good price for tobacco, Ysuslly this year he stays
ghout 3 weeke at home going around buyirng tobacco and
then %travels to Kingston, Jochua unlike his fat hepr
and all his brother mwmwExx is not and never was a
fisherman,

"I have 7 children - big children, Two daughters
married - cne in Mandeville and one in Ballards Valle y",
The eldest son built his house on the hill, She showed
me and introduced her 16 years old son Mackenzie, He
works in the fecotry, He is a strong boy, Mrs, Nicola
is proud of his physi ecal fitness "And he is only in
early 18",

Her youngest daughter Merlin - the only one left
at present at home, just came frcm school £raxx for
lunch, Nice girl and well clad,

Mrs, N,cola spokc of their land as if they had
& lot, I was astonished to find in the census it is
only 7 acres, She said the land in Tad Town whaere her
oldest son settled recently is "her" land, Whether she
meant by it that it was given to her by Rker parents

is not clear, I asked her and she said yes, but perhaps
she didnt understond the question,

4Another plece is round the house, It is her
husband's feaily land he got from his father,

They have a piece in the woodlands snd the fourth
one in New Foregt,
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The tobacco "speculator”,

~

His vogages to Cuba
and work in the tobacco
factory.

D=
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This land in New Forest is very far ”Boys go
and cultivate there.,”

13.4.48.
T.O.
Inf., Joshue Rechester,

T met for the first time MNr, Joshua “ochester
in front of his house, s, Nicole was scraping cas-
sava and he was sitting on logs near her. He is mueh
taller then his two elder brothers Nicolas and Char-
les and his z¥mthosvemidx way of behaving and speaking
is much livelier and ”modern” than theirs,

lig says he travels almost every week to King-
ston on truck to sell tobacecc which he buys here in
the distriet., ”I buy it all around :Brllards Val-
ley, Tryall, “hocolate [nle”, He himself cultivates
tobacco and there 1s 2 nice plot of it wight in front
of his house, He says then previously there was a2 lot
of tomatoes cultivated in Bull-Saveannah, but now
PEverything is ziven to the salad”, He calls scorn
fully tometoes ~salad” ”but salad”, He himself does
not a never cultivated tomatoes, ” I never touch it.
My son cultivates in New Forest, I have lands thare.”

The tobaceo he sells is ”half cured”. *his
year the price is pood, It 1s rather more Aifficult
to get it than to sell 1t, However sometimes he has
difficultigs in selling too "They glve trouble some-
times,” THe sells it in the wmarket in King-ton.

Mr, Joshua went four times to “uba, The first
time he went in 1917, The last time in 1926, He says
he never stayed long in Cuba « from under one year
to one year end a half, Some of these e-peditions wese
profitable -~ come not =o mich., He went to “uba in com
pany with other young men from the digtrict. The first
time he went with hie brothar Panton “ochester and
with brnest Powell, Panton Rochester has travelled
more: he went not only to “Uiba but also to Panama,

Mr, Joshua didn‘t learn spanish in “uba, al-
though he spent there over four years, in total. ”One
ly a few words - very little.” He didnt work there in
the field but in the factories, ”I never work at
cutting canaT I work in sugar mill and tobacco facto-
ry. Cigars. “hey have the best cigars in the world,

His house and yard look prosperous. I peeped
into the kitchen: there were three big wooden t?ﬁnﬁﬁ
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one over the other on a kind of wooden construetion.
I didn‘t have the opportunity to ask what was =tored
in these tru-ks /tobaccd?/ The kitchen was full of
small children ”belonging” to his sister Bipdie and
his brother Nicolas households,

Behind the kitchen there is a big tenk with
a very large, white end clean catchment,

Mps, Vicole was working 2t her ca-r-ava under
a little structure which used to serve as & "houre”
for rebbits, but where now yams were stored.iShe had
on an elegant hat end a smart dress .,
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Interve lrs. Nicola Rochester at her homee.
23, Te484 ,
TeOe

Sna. Nicola was scraping cassava Jjust as she
was doing it when I visited her over ihree monthg agoe
I told her khmtxskex this and she laughed saying Cgssa'
va - we do it half of the life and that s our 1life.
Hep husband was away in Kqngston on his-tobacco busl=ae
ness.

Present household.

Rochester Joshua head 48
" Nicola wife 43
Ronald son 25
Mack enzie son 17
“erline dau 14
Vern son 11

a= = =

R ©

Ronald has a house in Shaddock Hill but he still
lives with the parents. He rents one room there to a
neighbour *arion ‘ochester the daughter of Birdle Lo~
chester. Marion is a dress maker and has her workshop
there buf sleeps at her mother's hoile.

Ronald "1s along" with-a girl in Ridge the
daughter~of Beatrix Sinclair. The girl is~called "Doui"
They build a’shop in Ridge, huwever lrs. liicola couldn®
te%l me on what basis thls partnership will be carried
OUVGe

——— S
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Information from Leo Johnson,
Interv, Ronald Roghester,
26,8,48,

!.m29.8.48,

Te Daa.

Roghester Joshus, 48,
'y Niecola, wife,
»? Rm:ld. 80‘. ?6.
- “eKenzio. 17e 80N,
'y nor].m’ dane, 4.
2> vom’ s0n, 11’,' : P

s ste som of Simoan amd Margaret Rochester

; cter, nee Powell, daughter of Cherlie and Jane
ove aa 10wn,

Joshua and Niepis have 7 childrem, 4 in the home, 1 daughte

narried and 1i in Manghester, smother
unmarr ed and 11 with the married ome in Manch., one

married and nﬁ"f. Ballard®s Valley,
Ronald Rocle ster BRas an outside echild, He is not married,

Joshua went to Cuba cunce, |
House: 2 roomse Kiltchen, Romald has ome house in Shadock

Hill recently built and mek as yet mot imhabited by him,
Iend: 16 a6, in 5 lots, 4 lots in fie B,S,, 1 - 8 agres in
New Forest, 3 ae, inherited, rest bought,

Trecst 5 ¢ 8
Tomatoes?: R a 8500. 12C yam hills, 2,5 ae, eassava, Cc

Corn, cdngo, Sweet pot, 1 sqe.ch,

1 donkey, pigse

Ogcup, Jushue is xxfesieR iR %eP88$%x a tobaseo d-alep:
buys tobaccoin the rgiom and delivers it to Kimgeton,
In sehool? MeRline and Veron.

No part, religion, Joshua and Roma2ld are illiterates,



