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Heath Thomas Head M.N.68, “telle Cole Angl, 7e3s Farmer
Thomas Son MeSe3l, 2> 'Y 'y I1l1, Fiching
74llet Son M5 e28, »> 2 2 I11. 0>
ginclair CindererllaCDeuF.c, O, s r  »»  TelllE,
Heath Lovett Grion MN,S, €. 2> 29 9o .
[ 6/
|
| His farm 1942, Lend cccupiled by Bim for 40 years - as owner,
| 6,5 acres together In 2 parcels: 2 ac. and 4,5 ace resp.
| -MMW,“Nﬂhief source of income - tomatoes, "mploye no labour.
£ Works 50 weeks 1in year, € days per week, & hours per
O g W ——— A8Y
0 2,75 acres in sultivation. Sut © aeres cultivables
. n but hot used this year, xclusively in grass: 1,25 a6,
i, QPP /1 ac, gudnes grass, O, 5 ace In common grass/. Cther
/ {m _ land? /g 00 e
| . ’V’yi ;\g{' Total wvalue: L1000, Bulldings: L25, No mortgage.
| f }J by 1 catchment,
| y OMeras: 2 rova 50 yards each, 90 doz, Sweet pep~
| Tt pers: 2 rows 20 yards each - 12 1bs,
| ~ | VLA Tomatoes: 7/10 ac. = 1880 1bs,
| ® 2 avocadoes - 60 doze = breadfruits - 15 doze
4 coconmbs + 3 wnfruiting - 196 rits, 16 mengoes - 400
doZ. 2 pawpaw - 5 no.
4 acre corn - © bushels, 1/4 sc, reda peas -
2 bushels, /i acre cassava - Goo 1bs, 1/4 ae. pota=
toes ~ 300 lbz, Sabx
1/ se, tobacco - 300 lba,
Stoek! L donkey . 2 sheep, 3 goats, 2 svines,
B~ 2 hens /9 doz. egse, 5 Aoz, 501d 1/~ per AozZe/e
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Thatch Walk. Family Record 73.

Interviewed Thomas Ileathe.

Family History.

Thomas' grand daughter Rosetta lhowe lives in the house
with him. FRosetta's mother Mary Samuels (nee Heathe)
was Thomas' daughter. She is now dead. "I got 10
lawful childrefnot a bastard one and is 3 left. 7 of
them dead. I notice how God work, is the 3 last one
left. The 3 children alive are: Hilda Sinclair (nee)
Heathe. She is now living at Lincoln. Thomas and
Willett are living at Thatch VWalk. "Willett live with
sweetheart just up Af there so.” He pointed to where
Willett's house was located. Thomas also stated that
7illett's woman had children. Said his son was not
like him for he did not have any bastards. Thomas said
"Them look the filly first but I 8eek the grass and the
vater first. When you seekthe filly first, you breed
up; you can' settle."

Land.

Thomas owns 4] acres of land. I'e boutht all this from
Fredrick Wilson for £27. 13. - Thomas inherited 3 acres
from his mother. Hiis father had land but he did not
get anything from his father because he was abastard.
"The lawful one them get everything." Thomas was the
only child for his mother. His father belonged to St.
EZlizabeth bDut his mother came from St. Mary. The land
she had was bought by her. Thomas was not able to say
whether his Batiier bought his land or he inherited it.
L4 of his grand children are now living on the 3 acres
he inherited fram his mother, These 4 children belong
to his daughter May who is dead. Before May's death
Thomas gave her 1 acre of land. "The acre I give them
don' even £igyg ofif." homas is still responsible
for paying the taxee on his inherited land. "Sometime
then mayxpxy help with the taxes. Them may give me a
shilling or a Z 1/3 "

Barly days.

Themas attended the Bull Savanah School until he was 16.
He wanted to study but his mother could not afford to
keep him in school. "I only get 5 months of study.™
I see that could not help me much, so I launch out for
nyself,"” Imnediately after Thomas left school he went
to work on a boat with hie Uncle William fleathe "as a
hadd" Asked what he meant by thet. He laughed and
sald " you must be something on the boay you know, cap-
tain or maty or something, Wiell, I was a hand just
working én ¢he boat." After working with Heathe for a
time he startéd to "work Stephenson's boat" Thomas
worked for Stephenson for years, At the end of that
period, he whs able té buy his own boat for £15410.

Fishing industry.

Thomas thinks fishing a grand industry. He says he shoul
be in it now because the present fishermen are making
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enty of money. <Thomas does his fishing at Alligator
gﬁnd.y "Used {o be 8 or 9 fishon string for 1/=e How
ig 15/= or 16/= a weight."” A weight is supposed to be
13 1bs. Thomas used to pay 64 a day to gell his fish
on the beach to higglers. He also had to pay 2/= or
2/6 8-ss+0es+ to leave his boat on the beach INow a
days 3 trucks go to Alligstor Pond from Kingstoe to
buy fish. 1 from Christiana, 1 from Spaldings " beslde
the bicycle thems"

In order to get the fish,the pols are set near to the
rocks. Lhe fish generally go inside the rocks to hide.
On seeing the pet they go in for shelter "and they are
caught."

owing to 111 health Thomas had to give up fishing. He
has be off the sea for"13 years now.” Ile sold his
boat for £8 after using it for 11 years. The boatl was
also 11 years/when he bought it. The fish pots were lost.
while talking about how the fish wer caught Thomas
said that the fish sometimes knwe the pots were set for
them and they would not go in them. "The fish them wise
as man." He then went on to qubte the seriptures.
"Ezekiel did mxy prophesy that the fish will befome as
wisk as man himself,and they will go into the deep and
man will go in search of them, and don't find them."”

Housing.

Thomas has a glovely house of which he is very proud.

It looks better than the other houses near to him. It
has & zinc roof painted red. About 13 years ago the
other house he had was destroyed by the storme His
kitchen was also blown dewn. Thomas wrote to the Paro-
chai} board for aid and they sent him 30/-. Asked if he
wrote the letter. What, me write it, you think me a eat
me mother ne nyam a school for not'in'?" // Thomas has

“ eating the food been paying taxes for 59 years and he fedtf that he was
his mother gave entitled to more than 30/~ The matter was discussed

him while at

at the Malvern Court House, The Judge said Thomas gHgu}

school for nothingg shauld get more money "up to now I don' get none.”

P -

When the house blow down is thec catechist I have to
write to and ask him to make I stop at the church. I
didn' have any place to goe <That time my wife was
alive." Thomas and his family stayed at the church until
he was able to erect a small house with thatch roof.

This interview took place in the kitchen. Thomas said
"Is this we have to come and live into, until we put

up the house." Hexhaixffifixsaxadxxp "Things was not so
bad with me, I d:d have £58 save up and me big canoe

and fish pot." Thomas had to use up all his savings
to build his house.

FPoor Relief.

Thomas wanted to know if I was sent to distribute goods
to the poor. "I did have something, but I don' have
hothingz now. I would well do with something."” He
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further stated thatthere were pegple gent out to give
khinxs to the poop "but them don look for the poOoT's
Them look g for the wel}-to-do. Our island have things
but the Government don look for the poor.

Religion and the Bible.

Thomas is an Anglican. According to the seriptures the
black people are children of Ilame " Remember there
were only 8 souls saved after the flood. loa and his
wife. His 3 sons and their wives." Noa was seen naked
by his sons, Shem and ilam. “Ham laughed after his fa-
ther's nekedness and Shem took a cloth and covercd his
father., Noa said to Ham: "The blackness of the earth
shall be upon thee all the days of thy life, and thou
shall be servant unto thy brother.* To Shem, he sald:
"Honey and milk shall Slow beneath thy tongue all the
days of they 1ife.” And you see the black man is ser-
vant of the white to this day. Is not a curse, for
what is black and what is whitee Is only to show that
children is not to be disobedient to p arents.”
religious e

Thomas told me of a/book he imported from America years
ago for 22/-. I do not remember the name of the booke.
He lent it to one of the Anglican Ministers, the Teacher,
"even the adventist people them borrow it." Thomas then
told me of a picture in the book which showed Satan

tempting a man. e went in the house and brought the
book to show me. Under the picture of Satan and the
mngn,was written, "Consciouslyor unconsciously, we are

all playing a game: Without the grace and wisdom and
power of Chrigt, the game is lost. With him it is
wone " Thomas knew this little guotation by heart.
When I complimented him on havingd a good memory, he
laughed heartily.

ihere was another picture in the book which showed
Satan falling from hsavene I d4id not find that pic-
turees “"Woe unto the son of man for the devil is going
among them like a roaring lioa"  Those words Mere
supposed to be found under the picture.Tliomas said
"And 18 is still hard for them unto this days

a
Jesus Christ was/ywhite man. "I going to tell you how
Mary know she was going to have a child. Her cousin
Elizabethwas in the family way 6 months. Mary go to
look for her cousin. When she go there she hug her
cousin and kiss hey. <+he babe leap in Eligsabeth's
womb for joye At the came time Mary feel something
crawl in her begély. ©She did not know that she wae in
the family's way. After she tell her cousin how she
feel. Llizabeth tell her that she was breeding.
Poor Hary burst out in tears and said how kkak could
that be seeing thap she knew not a man. You see John
~the Baptist was only 6 months older than Jesus.
When Joseph found out that Mary was breeding. e deci-
ded to put her away privatelyf for he did not want to
make her a public example, An angel appeared unto
him and told bim that she should bear a sonbut he should
have no fear as lary was conceived by the Holy Ghost.

S ——
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Joseph took care of her and after she have Bhe child;
Him married her and she was still a virgine

School Teachere.

Mpr., Miller is a very nice man and a good catech;st.
"gia ;oople ecall him "My Lord, but his name is Miller."”

mas is a very pleasant old man. He 18 75 "You
ggg the Lord gize me extra. According to the scripture
my time up."” fle is now suffering from rheumatlsm.
when 1 arrived SkxRifxxeuse he was shelling gongo peagy
After a while he stooped as his fingers were burning
hine Some time ago he fell and sprained his foot.
¥ahasxngenxioxnamyxdsstsxs. "From that the Doot con-
demn." Phomae has been to many doctorse

Monday.
g.pj.hao
“NleDle
@ by father
glde.

xx shut

Household & Fam. History.

Ethel Simpson is a member of Thomas' household. She
was not present aty the first interview. Ethel has
been living at Thomas'g place "wuite a few weeks now."
Thomas EREximtizyxSimpxmrisxxmtierxaxe is the brother
of Dudley' Simpson's mother./ lirs. Heathe is the sister

“of Dudley Simpson's father. "Mother and father pickney."

Ethel's father who is dead was also Dudley's brother.

Asked Thomas for the book he showed me on my first visit
"The controversies between Christ and Sagtan.™ Thomas
said the book was nbt there he had lent it to Richard

an Adventist. The Rev. MumBord told him %well I was a
teacher to a catechist and now I am a Rector is the first
time I see this book." Thomas said he lived very close
to God when he was young and that was why the young
people looked after him now. "I have never smk up the
bowels of compassion against the poor.

He said that Satan tempted him plenty but he kept on

praying. "For Satan tremble when him see $he weakest
simner 'pon him knee."

A friend of Thamas was at his home while I was there.

On leaving he said he was sorry he did not have anything

to give me he was comiéng from "the Bay" and he did not

get anythning. fie usually sells"bitter wood, bissy and

80 on. l{is Pitter wood was sold so he did not have

any to show me. He promised to leave plantains /¢

at Thomas' place for me "I am notgiving it to you because

you need it,but 1 like to extend me hand to strangers.

%hfm : iraval%;rtagg strangers treat me good." Thomas
en told me a 8 friend "know the 1

the island 'pon him foot. ® 3% pertones -

Thomes invited me to a dance which will be held at his

home next week Monday night. Asked about charges.
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"You don' have to pays The young men will pay for the
dance and you will jollification up you'self,’

He was sorry he did not have anything to give me. I
said that was alright. Thomas said "No it not a'right
at all."”

Thomas had heard that Ed.F. was giving away moneye He
said he was going to "play sick” Lodric said all he
would get was a cigarette. Thomas then said he had
fooled Dre Johnson aiready./ When the Dre asked bim why
he did not visit him at bBlack River haspital he said
"you know Dre,if wishes were horses every begger would
ride."

Thatch Walk

Wwhere the Elliots live is the real Thatch Walke. At one
time thatch used to grow plentifully down thepe. "And
them call the whole place Thatch Walk. Whole heap of
clothes 1live down there. Asked what he meant. "Is so
me call a whole heap of woman, so so clothes, must be
only 2 man down there."

Ede. g. asked Thomas about Samuel Elliot before he re-
plied"he asked Ed. F. if Samuel would get in any trouble
A woman took him to court for maintenance and he bas to
pay over £3. Samuel is now trying to hide awaye.

Thomas gave Same a bit of land and after he returned from
America he started to build a house. "But see the blace
there it can' done yet." Sam brought back lots of money
from America and Thomas saved some for him while he was
away. He had £102 when he came home "him g don' put it
to no good use, him just gamble it out."

On passing Thomas' place he told me that Samuel called
to sec pim and he told hims that Ed.F. was asking about
him. "Themss say %s him good friend, him go all up the

house and him one nearly drink off a whole bottle of
1 Dagger."
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Courtship
Ydxg and Marriage.

I asked Thomas about his wife and he said he did not re-
member anyghing about her. "Death cut the wedlock of
marriage." (After a man's wife is deadhe can no logger be
considered as a married man.) "When I 22 I settle.

Thomas met his wife at mhurch. " 1 see her at church with
her parents but she had to leave before the service over
while her parents stop for comunion. She haq to go home
to look after the dinner. So I follow her. Ve talk a
1ittle on the road, but me just leave hep for it look like
she couldn' argue. I tell her though that I wanted to visit
her. She say 1 must come. I say fpake carc jou make I
come and then when I come you don notice me and make I
stand up look little. She sald noe wéll I did not go
that sunday but I go the next Sunday.

"I sweet up you see, with me big cigarand me mouth full a
lie. I tell you £i I tell the Judge a lie him can' find
it oute" Thomas went to his girl's home all dressed up.
When he went to the home he saw lir. Rowe, the girl's father
sitting outside in the yard. "The gal bring a chair for
me and I sit down beside the father. That time she stay
over the bed a kill herself with laugh. Mother was in
the kitchen looking after coffeec. Then I say Mr. Rowe
and Mrse. gowe I see your daughter at the service and I fall
in love with her and I come to ask consent for her, Nr.
Rowe said consent for what, to visit her. I said not to
visit her but to marry her.

"ir. Rowe said he knew }¢€ I was a deacent and uppight fellow
Mrs. Row aske me if 1 knew I would have to find the dress,
the shoeg and the hat for ¥ the wedding. I said I did not
mind she should just tell me all that I had to get and 1
would get it. She say she no make no match and she no brake
none. I couldn' stay long for I wanted to go to the rum
shope About 2:00 she and her brother come and bring

dinner for me and she hand me a note from her mother. The
things that [ had to buy for the wedding in the note come

up to £5.11« and I gave her £6.

"I took her to the Gold Smith at Alligator pond to get the
married ringe *he ring cost me £1 and L4/~ to engrave my
name and her name in it. I buy the guard (another ring)
for 16/=e/4 1 give the gold smith £1, that was April and
we married/June. She was fair, me have a daughter fairer
than ‘homas (one of his sons).

"The Bands publish Sunday,and remember you have 3 Sunday
from that you know before the wedding, that is the time I
know anything about her. I found her a lady.

"Wife took sick in March with pains. Dr. Lyons come over
from Junction and visit her for 3 guineas and then a second
visit for the same amount. Then I call another Doctor from
Mandeville and pay him 6 guineas. Dre. said she had a
kernel(swollen gland) and any time it raise up it stop up
her woman part you know (this he said very softly). The
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same doctor wanted to take her off to HMandeville the night
but I did not agree. [IHim say since 1s my wife himﬂcouldn}
force me, and she died 2)00 0'clock the morning, The
17th of April gone L yearss" -

were
Thomas and his wife xiwe® very happy together.

T™wo of Edith Bent's daughters were in the kitchen with
Ethel. Ethel said she left school in 6th standarg and
gshe could read. The other girls were not able to read.
Thomas said "Reading without study is dead; just as faith
without workings is dead." Ethel then started to sing a
song about Fair Hellen. Thomas said he taught her the
song and he had a book inside with the words. He then
gang it for me.

Fair Hellen and the Brown Girl and Lord Thomas.( 3 lovers)/

""pair Hellen (rep.) my X only dear,whjrywwuiddd/you look so

pale.
And you are the prettiest girl thet ever the sun shine on"

KordxRhmxsxtraxxy Thomas explained that the brown girl did
not like fair Hellen and she took a knife and sfabbed her.
Then Fair Hellen saide

Lord Thomas (re-.) your eye must be blind that you cannot
see what your brown girl hss done to me.
My hegpt-blood is trickling down at my heels."(and shedd§op
- dead.
Lord Thomas put his hand in his pocket and talje out the re-
volver and put it at the brown girl's chest and she drop.
Then he s&ide

"Young man (repd take warning from me. :
It never ends no good when 3 lovers mect." (fhen Lord Thomas
killed himself.)

Thomas said he was exceptionally happy when he was a fisher
mans "Sometime I am in a bar from 9:00 at night til 4:00
in the morning and we sing right on,and don't sing one song
twice, Thomas started to singbgain and all the yo girle
came arounfi him., He said all of them knew the song. hey
Joined in sometimes.

"One Newfoundland sailor was walking one day
ggw a delicate young lady meet on his way

e said young lady will you go B to Newfoundland with me.
The answer she gave it was no, not I.

Sailor:- Those rings on my fingers was i, 2, and 3

Will you take those in rememberence of m; 5 :
That when I am gone to Newfoundland my dear

You may sit down and think what a true lover I be.

Girl:- No, not I, no me love not I.

When 3 months did came her love could not be
When 6 months did came her aprons get short
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When 9 months did came forth a fine boy baby born
And she wrote him a letter that a fine baby born
And her courter saifl No. it's not I.

And she take up her baby and tie on her back
And travel (rep.) to a shady green tree.
And she cir(rep.) till her tears over flow.

Girl: Fair damsel all around take warning from me

Never to be courted by a young man of a highér degree.

For they will hug you and will kiss you ans will tell you
false lies

But to marry you my dear it is no not I

When Thomas finsihed singing he said "That was Tom when I
was young." Sometimes he stopped singing and said "Land
ahead” in a loud voice, and he lifted his hand and threw
himself backe.

He kept on explaining the song to me right along. VWhen

he said "When 6 months did came her aprons get short."

He said "That a breed she a breed you know," Thomas seemed
quite happy when talking about his life at sea. "All a
moonlight night man when you see we 'pon deck, everybody

a sing." Agked him teo sing another one he said I would
have to pay him. ZThen he said "but don't we part to meet’
next time I sing another one. You believe a one me know,"

Meal

Thomas had his dinner which congistéd on gongo peas aidd
bammiesy,in the kitchen. He said I should draw up a seat
and dine with him. Thomas sat on one box and his food

was placed on another bom before him. Ethel who did the
cooking said "If the lady don't partake with us, I will
never look at her again." Thomas said he took coffee 3 times
a day and said I should have gome. This I did. Edith Bent's
girls helped Thomas with his peas and bammiese. While he
was eating his little grand daughter came to see him and

he gove her some of his dimmer.

Churechi.

Asked Thomags if he still went ot mskhmex church. "church is
only wood and stone, my church is in here(touched his heart)
"Sons and daughters give me thine heart and I will give th=m
you a crown of life, When the wickend man turn from his
wickedness, and doeth that which is lawful and right he
gshall gave his sould alive." Asked if he was wicked.

He said no. "Not a man can say Thomas owe him anythin
even a 3d." et

"Me done with everything now is only consumicle, me no done
with that yet." The girls laughed when he said this, and
told him he should be ashamed of himself. Ethel said "I am
ashamed of you rapa, God see." According to Ethel's tone
she really mcant it. ‘hen I asked what he was talking abou
he repeated the worll congumicle/ Even though he said it
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more than oncé I am not quite sure if that was what he
said.

He gaid Lena was a nkce little girl when she was small,

she was also good looking "but she too kind." Lena asked
him what she gave away,Thomas replied "you punu!ffedale

sex organ) the girls looked at me as if they were frightene

Lena said "you mean canoe.” Thomas said"no,"Bunu,see it
between you foot therg." One of the girls said "what a
worthless old man." Thomae said "I soon stretch you out

in there.{pointing ot the room) The girls locked at me
agains One of them said he could not do it. Thomas then
said that when he was young he could get all the girls he
wanted, but now he had to pay. Asked wht he did during
his young days. "Just hitch them up."
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Interviewdd Thomas leathe.

Ethel
Thomas and FYgf (his wife's niece) were 11l today.
They were both having fever and headacke.

Cinderella Sinclair described in the Census schedule
as Thomas' grand daughter is really x& great grand
daughter. gindereXigxisxthexdanghter xafxGiadys
@Gladys - Cinderella's mother "and Cindie too,born in
this house. Israel Sinclair is Cindie father, him
dead long time." Thomss does not remember when Cindie
left his home "#er mother go away and leave her here
and she was away for L4 years and 5 months, then she
go down bottom yard." Bottom yard is the 3 acre plot
which Thomas inherited.

Thomas is quite sure that he will see his 4th genera$
tion. "Don't buy no ticket off me that I wont live to
see the Lth, if you trust/ it,you have to pay for it."
ie.e.if I bet anyone that he will not éee his L4th genera-
tion, I will lose my money. Cindie is now 15 years olde.
"Is not say them old but them catch up quick" (becomes
pregnant )" before them is a child,them is a mother."

Lovett Heathe still lives with Thomas "you would not
be lucky to come here and find him. I[iim come in 8 or
9, sometime none at all. Him go to Town all the time.,
I don't even know how much him get. Him carry all his
money to Doris Elliott who is alonig with Ernest Holness,
Me not responst for him,more than me have house and
him come there and sleep. Sometime him gone for 2 or
3 nights. It hard for you to swabe for somebody like
that. My wife wean him from him mother breast, rhris-
ten him, rear him till him come to that, - and him
would not even carry a busket of water for me."

- Thomas had to re port to the police that Loveit was

not living at his home. "lg a big responsibility
to have a child at your place under age and him is not
your pickney and him unrgly." Lovett is Thomas' grand
son. Thomaa ‘eathe junior is his father.

Junior
Thomas Heathe/end his girl Elsa Perkins sleep at Tho-
map' house. They leave early in the mornings and re-
turn at night. In the day Elsa ahfi Thomas are at
Elsa's parents’' home. Thomss does not remember the

bame of Eli's wife. She is however, the daughter of
David Brooks.

he
Thomas hae given Thomas (Jjunior) a house site and £ is

now building a house. All taxes a paid by the old
man

Willett lived with Thomes even gfter he had
chIId with Rose lay. at his first
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Asked if Willett lived with Rose May before she had
the child. "Then Him no must live with him." said
he,and smiled. Living with a person sometimes mean

having sexual relationships; ?hnmasxthnnskxxthxxxxxs
whakxIxmeant. I had to put the question another way.

‘homas said he knew that was what I meant but he was
only Jjoking when he gave me the answer stated above.

I wanted to know if Villett lived in Thomas's house

or in Rose May's house. "When Willett breed her with
the second pickney she take him home."

Will and title.

Thomas does not think it a wise plan to make his will
now. <The boys may see it. When they know what is
their own,them will sell it and eat offf the money.

He give them the lan' and them s=%X% it and support me.
Winty Elliott has the titles for fYg€ Thomas' two places
"If I make will £ is him have to keep it."1

Mid day meal.

"from morning”
Ethel and Thomas only had coffee/and they were Hungry
but fid not have any one to send to the shop. Ethel
left her bed at abogt 10:30 aem. looking very weak and
hungry. Thomas told her that the bammy he had left
for her,Willett,his son had eaten it.

Ethel said that Rose - Thomas' grand daughter generally
had hér lunch at home. She works at the factory.

She buys things at the shop and shared it wibh the other

at home. They were all looking forward to Rose's
arrival.

-~
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m 1) Ethel Simpgon's illness.

e LS. 3
D, ; Interviewed Denjamin Powell - Iop Bull Savanahe.

| @h/TX When I called at Benjamin's house and asked I'or
3;J Ethel he told me that she had just gone off to the Black

-

S:a(W~¥J \ River hospital in the ambulance. FHe had to make about
ﬂ .( 9 L trpips te Juncticn in order to get the ambulance to take
r} ! | (I’ g ; hers

Benjemin wanted to know why I asked for Ethel and ¥hdw
I got to know her. His common law wife Mervis and his

N step daughter Ana whe is married and living in another
distriet were in the kitchen with Benjamin. Ana had
come up to see Ethel.,

| Benjamin is not a relative £ of “thel Asked why he took

her in. "Nohsorrow, sorrow, aliter she come from so far,
and she say them knock her in her head with stick and

beat her up. I could really see the place on her head
where them knock her, and I know she was not telliing a
lie. As me have the little room there me just take her

e ins If she did come from near by I would not kuxmxhax
be so sorry for her, but she come from far,"

| Before I told Benjamin that I was interested in Ethel
and that I came to see her as I heard she was ill; he did
not want to tell me anything aboul her. I did not stay

with him for a long time because a crowd had gathered
around the kitchen.

Interviewed Thomas Heathe.

I found Thonan £ seated on his door step. Rosetta, hia
grand daughter wam in the house reading. Asked how Ethel
was feelingfaawx Thomes replied thet Ethel was not there
again. Why?"Noh bad mind. Him a traveller you know.
, Is me wife niecs. e him father and my wife a brother
B LI and sister, one man and one woman picknie." Ethel has

\ h stopped at Thomas' place about £ different times. When
\ \ she got tired of staying she found another place to go.

"Rare I tell vou kow I get to knovw ¥thel. A woman was
keeping meeting, them call her VMother, at Henreita Brooks
yards, VWell Mother c¢an' read and she was at !:ichmond
\Y) Park. Ethel can read so she bring Ethel up here with
o, N here My son Willett go tothe wectings When him come
B back him tell me the®t one girl up there say him have
i people up this side. I say [ don' know of any girl but
him must bring the person come and I will see if him be-
long to the family. The fellowing night Willett bring
her come and after we talk I find out that she was my
wife niece. IHer fatler always come here, sometime him
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stay for all weeke +s a man can handle himself you know,
have all him big tavern and what not."

"Bthel ¥ stop here the night, after we talk and talk, she
gsay she hungry. e say well, me @on't have anygbody to
do anything heré for me - that time Hose was not here -
but you may find anything in a2 kitchen you can cook~it.
She cook and we ecat. Next day she go to Mother and when
she come the night she bring Mother with her, Hother ask
me to rent her the hall here" {(one of the rooms)"I say no
I could not rent her for I did not huild it to rent, but
I ean allow her to stay here till anytime she recady to Eoe.

One day Mother tell me that the spirit bid her to go to
Alligator Pond. Ethel say she was not going with her so
Mother gne go." Ethel remained at Thomas' for a time
and then she joined Mother at A.P. ©She would not behave
herself ikerz and Mother naid her fare and sent her back
to Richmond Park.

For a long time Thomas did not hear from her., "One night
we gone in to bed, me hear a littlie voice outside say"Papa"
then kose say is Lihel. We open the fAoor take her in.

She wallk all the way back here, After she stay likple, she
go 'way again.”

Another time she come back. "This time skhe come with plen-
ty clothes. Me say t4 her, gal a you fool, you mean you
leave piace where you could get sll these things and come
back here. She say she prefer to come back to what she
use to get here.” What? "Must be the pee pee."(urine)
Thomas laughed when he said this.

“"S8he have very well (rihe) sister at Town, you know. Is

thig gister send her to schoole. %thel can read and write
well,'

When Ethel's father died she was nnt at home. She was go-
ing ercund with Yother. Comebody sent to tell Thomas thet
her father was dead but he didé not know where to find her.
Mother returned to Thatsh Walk and Ethel was with her.
This time she held meetings at Doris Elliott's yard. Tho-
mas told Ethel that her father was "poorly. I know if I
tell her him dead she would net want to go,that is why 1
tell her that him poorly. She did not have any money a me
have to pay Lim Tare and make BRe go home, When she go
home her father Gead © months ago." Ethel was not able

to stay at Richmond Park becauesz other relatives had taken
charge of the homse. "she had to leave,"

Some tine ago Rihel had come %o Bull Savanah and stayed
with Benjamin Powells, Up fto racently Ethel was livingf at
ihomas' place. "Zut ghe left and gone up Bull Savanah.
Just a litile while ago ambi (ambulance) carry her gone to
hospital, She was sisocisfarexsvaxisaxExkers not nearty
(well) hefcre she leave here, Bhe go up there and take
down gick on them. Ethel is 26 and you imagine she do
everything same place there in the bed, and she must have




/softly

- - Family Record 73.

her youth on her. The g woman the mén along with don'
like it." Why? "Because you see the man must be prefer
Ethel to bBhe." Lilly, Edith Bent's daughter overheard
the conversation between Tome. and I.  She said,/po%nting
$o Thomas whose back was turned Lo her. "¥omxtax "Stop
you 1ie."” Tlom,did not act as if he heard her.

Rosetta went @#p to see Ethel. Tome to0ld me proudly that
he did not goe.

I saw Rose with a yring and Sylvis - Edith Bént's daughter
said “ose was enggzed., <This she denied. Tom. said 1t
was true. "Child why you K hiding you talent? lake I
tell you that itqis trpe. The young man is black but
him comley. e was married already but him wife die.
Him have all big children. Him have one son go all to
Amerieca. So you see,him will know how to care a young
girl. The little boy them only know to throw down the
gal them all 'bout and give them a quattie bun.” Rose's
fiance is supposed to be Joempk Thomas. Tom gaid Joe.
Johnson, and Rose corrected him. "Call him any one,for
him answer to Joe. Johnson and him answer to Joe Thomas."

Second marriage.

Tome said he would not marry againe. "I had a woman here
for 11 months and the next month we was to married and I
ngver bother with it. I found wer with a fault." What"
"If it was any other fault perhaps I would go through with
it but not that one. That would be dog nyam dog."(dog

eat doge) Faid I did not understand. "Well, suppose I have
a woman in there and that woman living with my son, that
would be dog nyam dog." Tome found out what the woman was
doing and sent her off the following day. "She was &

sweet piece of woman you see, all her hair just lay down
on her shoulder."

Tom. has 2 beds. One ha calls the stretcher and the other
machine. He told Sylvia that he was going to put her on
the stretcher, she said she did not have anything to stretc
I asked what the machine was used for. Sylwia said ¢ to

grind tomatoes." When she refused to go on the stretcher
Tom told her to go on the machine "After me no have anythin
to grind." Tome "You too fool after the machine can't

work unless me is there." Sylvia said "I ean't listen to
him for him don't know what him a say." Tom.smiled and
said that Sylvia believed kthak he did not have any sense,
and 4id not know what he was saying.

Rose did not have much to say throughtut the interview.
She held down her head when Thomas spoke about the machine
and the stretcher, Once, Sylvia and Lilly laughed heartil;

Hose sald "Stop the noise, you can't have manners, you don
hear people talking?"

Thomas told one of the Elliott boys that Rose and{wcre

accustomed to cach other from Spanish Town, I always saw
Sose in S.T. but had never spoken to her until I cagg he;zi

S e — PR S Pp—— —
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fﬁx Interviewed Thomas leathe.

Thomas Heathe Head 75
Rosetta Rowe GeNaue 24
Thomas lleathe OSon 314

Elsa Perkins Daue in law cle.
Lovett Heathe Ge.Son 11,

i sl nntll.

' /ﬁi;lgtt #eathe who figures on the Census gchedule is now

' g’living with Rose lay g&liott (F.l.‘ZZ) "

' UrSe

Cinderella Sinelair lives with her mother/Gladys Bpwell
in ‘hateh valk. Gladys was marricd in Mandeville. 'Sa-~

- tueday gone one week since she married."” She was not

kﬁ_ | ___meyried at a church. "She married but she don' church. Me

R BN SSRICIRIPSEr s 3,V E S

noh like dem de weddin'."

N ) Thursday Thomas (junior) and Elsa Perkins sleep at Thomas' (senior)
| | 15+ Telle house. During the day they are at Dalwell Roache's homes
7 + IeDe “Me eall them moviess After them have to mome 80" Tho=-

mas is nov building a house on his father's land.

* Thomas' (junior) children by Doris Elliott.

1. Lovett (member of this hougehold),

R o, Hermans lives with his mother's sister Dina Elliott. :

3, Linlin (Thomas does not know her right name. ) lives with
her mother.

Rearing small stock.

1
Thormae so0ld a sheep yesterday for 34/-. lie does not like
: poats. "You caan keep £ fowl and goat and dead and see #
God face. Job did have 500 head of every thing barring
fowl and goat; and him was a Godly man. You will have 50 3
acres a land, and yo. goat will leave your place and go or .
somebody else place. Goat, I don' even like hear the name .
The only way goat come in herej is if I buy the meat and
bring id in ya. You may have a mother goat and a kid.
The kid may leave the mother and don' care how the mother
bawl him wouldn' come hacke The lamb will go from the
mother sheep but ae you hear the mother bawl him run back.

A man from Tryhall F2diXgd asked Thomas if he had goats o1
sheep to sell. He buys them all the time, takes them to |
Kingston by truck and se@ls them to YA€ butchers at the
clearing house.

ey < o - s el a0l

Thomas' neiglbour, Florence had a mother hen for him. |
She was a good hen. "One day gA¢ the fowl go scratch out
her yam hill, and it bring talking. Me call her and say,
you lmow what you do, catch him and tie him up fe 2 weeksS,
and feed him, and then me will eat ite After that we ne’
ver have no more talking againi! Ile ate the chicken. 3
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~ Saturday, Intervie: with Thomas Heathex
e Ju 17,1948,

L - IR conplains agsinst the government:
- Ed, F.

"I,ife is h rd with us here; a payin' taxes for 60 years
now, A get this enkle (ankle) sprdin February gone 3 |
yoars now, I am here living today; if a step from heeec
b go out there, an' y'u si the nuhbess tek mi, a have 10 =BX

. sidong, ("Sidong"= sitdown)

Whet beat mi is that the storm blow down mi house Ritche
and buttery, an' leave mi an' mi wife an' picknie out doore
an' all the assistance a ret from Govermment is 30/, That.

-~ couldn' evem buy the very rafter to mek back the roof,

————

A write to Black River board sn' them len' mi 26, and
give mi 30/=; & pay back the in 8 years, When
the storm come mi wife -shi died 5 ye:rs now: si her
tomb dey, roun' de¥e....mi wife an picknie have to sleep

ima the church, It was Mr, Millard the teacher who hawe
to get the money for us, '

N He goes to his minister

"After a get the 30/- (this did not satisfy him) a go to
see the minister Mr, Feblin, an' ask him to help mi to
get money to help build the house, Mr, Feblin live in
Bethlehem 13 miles from here; & went clear &#hesey dey,
Him sey is a sheme an ole tax peyer like me only get 30/~
en' that a should get at least £5, ‘he gentleman who did
have the money distributing, come there at the same time,
an' Mr, Feblin ask him how come an 0ld taxpayer like mi

~ only get 30/-, The gentleman sey that a live far down
into the woods, an' that by the time him get down to mi {
the whole a the money done, but that he would go back an'

see what him epuld do for mi, A never hear a thing from
that time till now |}

His difficulty re paying toexes:

"Jamel ¢e hard ! Just in June, a have two sheep, an'

have to sell one to pay mi taxes, Them want mi to go
buil latrine: -mi poor man camn even walk; a get 6 ine -
jections in mi foot, an' still a caan walk, A write a
letter tu the board about the latrine; a tell them I

am an old man 75 years of age, an' that a payin' taxes for
60 yecars novw, an if § can pay taxes to Gevernment for so
long nov an' them cam't bull' a laterine fi mi, a dcan =i

know'what I was payin' so much money fory its advantage
that,

ls sdvised to go on paurers' roll:

"The sanitary inspector come twece an' hear from ki if
a caan mek it, A tell no -(that he is unable to bear the

i 4 : T
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Interview with Thomsa lleathe

|
J
cost of building of dbuilding,) Him tell mi a mug' g0 on
the poor list then an' the ~overnment will bear iie cost
of the building, A tell him no, A don § sey a wont
have to go m 'pon it hmt (it=the poor pelief) but not as

i feel now,

His means of living

"gow 1 live for the last four years is 'hat 1 give out
mi land to work, I get a 1/3, ‘hatever them grow agt
or earn off the Jand them give mi one part, an tien tek

2 parts,
Those to whom he ~ives land are:

1, Charles Rowe, Charles who has 3 acr s under his con- |
trol -"never mek no stirrin' after the
tomato, because no grass wasn't here, Him
plant caszava, potato, jam little corn, an'
all them thing, Him give mi a 3hird of |
everyt ing,"

2., Thomes Alexander Heathe, son by Thomaa' wife Rosectta
Emily H athe, This son to Thomas Snr,
has control of the land around the house
-41 seres, on which he plantis cassava, ‘
yamsand corng i

|

Tomatoes; He {(Thomas jnr,) planted

to atoes 1lrst erop; =-plantd 1,200!
holes, *e made £10 , 5/-, After cl ar-
ing his planting expenses, he had £6 re-
maining, Thomas snr, Bot 22, &f this
money,

Thomas had asked I,D, to ask me to come to see himy he !
wanted to t- 1k to and hear from & men, hat is the survey.
about, He prefers to t 1k to men on matters of that naturd
then to womeny; he does not =can never guite rely on

what he is told by a womman,

He was wearing old clothes, but these were soiled -not
dirty, He has a few teeth rciaining in his mouth, speaks
clearly, and is quite keen, He is always smoking an
home made pipe; he smokes cigers, but never cigarettes,
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Informetion from Lillan Powell,

Interv., Thomes Heath s, and Thomas Heath .
16,6448,

Jo0, 25,848,

P \ )

Riveere

}{“th mms’ ‘75. ' o i'[“
Heath Thomas, son, 5le R
Heath Lovick, junior’s son, 10,

of Browns Hill, 4 halfsisters® Ettle arshal,
Kingstony Vietoria Heath, Kingstonj laybelle Heath, King-
ston, Goorgi.a?a Heat?, Einwxtemy Rockie Pelnt,
He junior/:

M his mother was Rosetta Heath /T™h.7./
w8 1 Tull brother: Willet Heath emd 1 full /2/ sister

Hilda Sinelsir /Iynchon/, 7illet lives in Thetch Walk,
01d Thomas Heath says he had 8 children., but only 2 are
pilivee =

1ok Heath his mother 1s Doris Rowe, living In The'e
‘e .has 1 brother: Herman Heath, spd 1 full sister,
Lyn Heeth /1lviag with mother?/,

/?mﬁ&gb.?‘. / senior/: father 1arte Alexander Heathﬁ mother
ary ott

7

gl-o::g]!- © pooms. Kitchen, Tank, Furn,: 2 beds, 3 ehairs,

e Y ,

Lend ovmeds by old Thowes Heath® 2 lots, 2,5 aecres bought
2& from L,°ettl, in 1925, 4,5 ecrss homeland bought in
1910 #rom Frederick "ilsom.

Tpees’ 12 pangoes, 1 naseberry, 5 coconuts, 2 pears, 12 swe
sweet saps, 9 ban2nes, % agres are in G,Grmss,
Tomatoes: 2000 holes, L12, 50 yam hills, Cassava very
11ttle, 1/4 aers conzo. 1 =cre corn,

Z sheep, 1 pige

Weekly spendings estimated at 10/~¢ On clothing spent

L14 last yeare On medical trestment for old Thelle L3,

No partereligion,

Loviek does not go to sechool, Junior Thomas H, is 11iiterat

\




