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Burke Ermest Hond  M(M,49, Ste.Christpher.Black Angl, V.2, Farmer
'Y nari.. Wife F.M.44 .5 .2 ° St.Elg ) ) Y"QB .HOMMKOI
Eliingten.ﬂaial StDau FoS 253,22, . »» 29 Ted.Famshelp
'y tle 2 F'.S.‘-Bo.l.l. ' ¥ ) »2 2 .‘"‘1030 2 2
Brooks Anette StGrDou FeSe 7. Yy 29 'y
Rhoden Kathleen 22 FeSe 3a - 'Y 2 'y
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The famlly cecuples two builldings in 1943: one
blgeer, where Burke Ernest and Mapia lived, and ano-
ther smaller, where the remainder of the family was
accomodated,

& —) Thelr farm in 1942, In 1942 Burke oecupied his farmt land as owner
for O years, His land is in one parcel, 4 acres large.
: 2 labourerers worked on his farm last week 1942 for
\ . weges for 2 dayse He works on his farm for 40 weeks
!lgljfﬁ per yesr, J days per week and © hours per day.
iy : 2 aores are in cultivation, 1 acre in gress
/0,5 in munkt gulnes grass, 0,5 other pasture graas/”
?] Cther land: 1 acre. :
Chief source of income: tomatoes /tobacco and
casava and roots besides/,
‘) Value of farm 1150, Value of Wwemmex builldinngs
: LS50, No morthagee.
1 catbhuent,
Cultivations: 0,1 a, cabbages ~ 50 heads.
OCkras XX 4 rows 11 yards each, 40 dozens, Peppers -
2 lbse Escallions € rows 11 yard each, 75 bundles,
0,25 a4 tomatoes -~ 1008 1lbs, 0,1 a, melons - O doz,.
1l ackee - 32 heaps, 2 avocadoes - 8 doz, 4 80CO~-
~ nuts -+/3 not frviting/ - 150 doz. & mangoes - 800
v ) dozg 1 naseberry - 20 doze 1 pawpaw - 12 no, 1 ca-
' shew nut - 10 quarts,
0,2 &4 corn - 2 bushels, 1 a, congo - 4 bushels,
0,1 red peas -~ 1 bushel,
1l a, casseva « 1000 lbs, 0,25 mmxk a, potatoes
- 560 1bs, 0,05 a, white yams « 56 1lbs, 0,1 2, yellow
yams « 900 lbhs,
0,25 a4, tobacco - 100 1lbs,
&mi Stock: © sheepe 3 goats, 2 svines,
6 hens = 4 Qdoz, - 1/6d. per dozen.
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Enterview "ith Myrtle Ellihgton

Myrtle Ellington is xkxxge a grand daughter mfto

Henrcita Brooks. Myrtle said she has-ad was born in

er @rand da Hehreitta's house,grew up there too, but
her name does not ap.ear on the census schedules

CAREER

School: She attended the Bull Savannah elementary
schools Bhe i pressed as not wanting to talk much
about school =-about anythinges This was po:sibly
because she,had to take dinner to somebody who works
at the Ja. Vege. Fact ry and for whom she CookSe

(We sat in the yardes There were some children
about, one of them a boy of about 8, is her son. He
was leading a high saddeled bicycle about the yards
Myrtle was vwatching hie every movement,fcaring per-
ha s that the boy would attempt to ride the bicycle.
KxXxxdax He did not impress as being able to rides)

After Scho 1

Myrtle began working when she was 16. §ge had
left school thens She worked in the factory. She
has never workdd in tonato fields. In 1937 when che 3
was 19, she went to do "domestie".work in Hanovery
and yet she says che is now 24, She is a medium
Eagizdxx height girl and thing -aSpesrs to be some-
where between the age of 25«30 yearses

Ory First time she worked after leaving school was

_ Helping to build fact
\

As fish Vendor

Her friends

when the factory was being built. Bhe carried stones

and water at Le5 and 7.5 pence per day. She worked
Bx at the f ctory for a "long long long time." She
has no idea for what period of time that wase
" she left off
fter/working at the factory she usef to buy

fish in Alligator ,ond and sell it in Bull Savannah.
Her cales were usually confined to Thatch lialk, some-
pimes extended to Over=sthe oad, but never intof

op or Sottom Bull Savannah™or any oth r area in Bull
Savannali,

lyrtle prefers male to femele fri nds, because
she finds that female friends are not usually true,
the male friends on the other hand can be told any-
thing, without there having to be £ feeling of fear 1
Xkxkx about whether they will keep the secrcte

Henreitta was not at home. he had gone out some k&
time before to sce one of h8r daughters Myrtlec said
Miss “ehreitta arrived later, but could not be inter
vieved as she mmmpxximxx hinted early thet it being .
late evening she would be having to go about some

business. he locked towards the kitechen as she xxx

.
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She complained ahout the times -the drought
CB - in pare
ticular., égr water tank has gone i ghe haépgone

to her daughter to get some water he w -
be brought up by semeone else, . B .

She promised to give an 1nterview/axotg%% timee

girl in the yard begall to heat so ething in a
wooden motares This proved to be cas-ava flour. The
girl about 18, was not borm in this village nor_ does
she live here pcrmanentlye, She is from Dunder 411
-is working in the factorg, and will remain in Bull
Savan:ah for the duration of th tomato CI'ODse

. This girl sald her name is Delores Nicholsone.
“he was really named Dell but che does not like the
name Bell, and so she chanced it to Delores., “he was
neatly clad in a blue cott n frock, wore a pair of
brown shoes in considerable nced of cleaninge She

spoke wi_.h bright easinesses Whil€ she beat the EERx
cassava into flour, Myrtle who had in the me ntime

gone into the kitdhen, came out with a lunch basket
and left the premisese

e
)
i
|
|
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Second Visite
Friday, Febe27,
19484
EdeFe

Myrtlds mother is Maria Burke{Mrs.) ihen )
Myrtleywas still a/small girl her mothe. left her 11

the care of Miss Henreitta Brooks. 1In Buba Myptle's
mother married Earnest Burke, Mrs. Burke then xsky
returned to Jamaica acgompanicd by her husband.
They built a house in +hatech Valk and lived theres
Myrtle was about 7 when her mother returnedes he
(dyrtle)did not got Bo share house with her mother
after her return form “uba. To the moment of the ir
interview she Had been chari g house anroksnly
with Miss Henreittae Favnest i= rlow Ac=st .

She meets Sydney McClearie: When Myrtle was about 16 and used to go to

Alligator fond for fish to sell, she met and beeame
a friend 8 Sydney lMcClearies The friendshig grew
and one day iyrtle found her self pregnahte “he xm3
told Sydneye. acknowledged responsibility for he:
conditions ©She does not repahber any details of
her first mecting with Sydney, bocause that took
pPlace a long time agoe Sydney ws a fisherman,

Mother's and g.m. attitude  lyrtle's mother seolded and quargdled with he:
to pr gnancys: because she(liyrtle)b-came pr gnahte <he does not

Syfdney's attitude

recall what Mrs. Burkd uscd to sa, to her, but rem
members quite definately that Mrs. B. wasd texed b«
cause she was pregnant.xikhxhzxx Miss Henreitta or
the other hand did not quarrel with lMyrtle althoug
said liyrtle ="she was not pleasd ."

Aside frgm acknowledging responsibility for
the pregnancy. Pydney used to send from L4/= to 7/-
per week towards the baby's support. He did that for
a year =took the baby Selvin Mc Clearie to hi: home

-
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in Alligator Pond. feyf did not give Myrtle any mor
money after hef had taken Selvin awaye. Myrtle felt
very lonely and unhappy without her baby; an urge
to have it back assumed uhbearable nrosortionse

One day when Sydney was not at home lyrtle xxs
went to Alligator Pond for Selvin who vas then 3eXxa
She took the child ~"becauce mi eould not give the
one babye"

L
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Myrtle has not been back to Alligator Pond
sincey nopr hae she been recieving any money form
Sydneye. he has never sent any meecages .o Sydney
for money, or for angthing elses 3Selvin is going tc
schoole

e is entirelyf suvp ried by h rselfe
okin 0 t Myrtle cooks for a Mre. Smith vho ic working or
the roads in this area, Mr. Smith i: from Fxxouxom:
Yalmouthe ne pays her 8- per weeknfor her eooking
“z of breakfast and dinnefs He peovides everything §
) forthe mcalse ©She be an the cooking in Yanuary,
the second week in Yanuary 'L8.

Vincent Ellington i:c her chief boy friend.
He léves in Thatch Walk -works on 8am Srookd truck
Whenasked about her Mty friends “yrile reminded Xxk3
that she does not hawe any girl frienfisjxnixxiizixi
“he said she had no special boy friends. Asked if
t her many boy friends were not jealous ahout one an-
“ ) other she sai% they did"have to know about -ach m
- ctheres(NOte: < suspeet she said that hoping I was
interseted in becoming attached to her) Laterzhx
she admitted khxk Ellington ic her chisf boy friend
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Interview with Hazel Ellington,

Family History.

Hazel shares house with her mother H“aria Mclean,
Charles “clean , her stepfather , Annette and

Kathleen Brooks ,Hazel's two children . Hazel's

mother is now 50 ,her stepf ther is a little older

than her mother . Not so much . Baston Elling-
ton,her father,died about 1Zyears ago . Mother went

to Cuba,that is why fother did hot marry. her . Cant

say if father likeqwhen mother went to “uba or note

She stayed around 8 years in Cuba and liked it very
muche Come back about 15 years nowe "My grandmother
Hennieretta DBrooks tooky of myself and Myrtle Elling-
ton my sister wvhile méherxwas in Cubae. When.motheﬁ came
back I went home to her , but Myrtle stayed with “rannie
Grandmother said she raise liyrtle so she wants to keep
her « Mother said she will give her up « Myrtle hasa
child since she is with granny.’ Hagel went up to fourth
standard while at school « My children's right name

is Rhoden , but mother says she dont likec ite So she
gives them the name of Brooks , mother's maiden name.

Why youdo not like the name ¥ "Just dont know
dont like it at all , I dont like it either. That's

why I did not marry thelr fathere : Sometimes ¥k ok ier

i
at %&P%% Jngg%%d%e he léves them, Kathleen the last one

says she wants t® go heme to her father, Every day she

is getting ready to go ., Hgzel does not want to s?nd her, s
" She will be left to the world too much" she says,”Their

father will spoil them, every thing they do he will

satisfy ashe doves them, Me no spare them wit@@he/whip

at all", ' Stepfather care for me and the children,’

Mother was married about three years after she came
back from Cuba, Stepfather comes from Clarendon, Mother
met him while she was visiting her séster Birdile
Christian ( nee Brooks) at Mandeville, ‘After they
were married my stepfather came to live here ,because
mother/said she wasnot leaving her home to go to a strange
place ’

Land ,

"Its about 4 acres of land we have here , Mother got
it from her father Davids Brooks, Grandfather hought it
but I dont know from whom neither how much he patd for
it , Stepfather bought 8 acres from Louis Elliott at
Ballards Valley, That's far away in the woods, dont
know how much he paid for it , Dont Enow if they
surveyed it neither )/
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Occupation,

'Mother , stepfather , and I cultivate, Every one
does his or her own little bit, The chief things we
plant ars , tomatoes , cassava, potato, corn and every
littlething to help, Never worry to count how many
roote of tomatoes we plant , Some peo?le do that but we
never go to that trouble , Sometimes % acre or 3 acres
cassavais planted, Dont take a check on the portion of
potato, just weed up a little placea and plant corn
and potato right through it , We sell the tomato }o the
factory but the other things are for the home use,’

'"The tomat oes pay well according to how they
bear, You can get money, We have a donkey , two sheep
two pigs ,and two goats, Its better to keep the sheep,
The goats are too bad , but the little lambles are
‘\ not so bad,'

Housing,

The house 18 a fime little one , Nicely bullt of
spanish wall, Neatly furnished with lovely cane
seat chairs , and tables, Has two rooms, ! Mother built
it since she came from Cuba, Cost her a lot to build,
Had to buy everything, up to the thatch, Had to go by
sea to get the thatch from New Road,” The kitcheh is a

D good big onewith two parts , One side of the kitchen
is used as a store room, and the other side to cdok in,
"Mother built a lovely tank since she came home from
Cuba,

Living,

Hazel does a little work during the tomato season

(1ts chiefly Task work thoughlto wrap the tomatoes ,

) We get 1%d per box to wrap them , It can pay you well
if you work very hard, You should see inside the
factoey too, Its nice in there all kind of things are b
being dome, The food not so bhad with us , its chiefly
the fish we need , Every day we have to buy, Dont
know if we spend morke than what we earn , never take
any check on it, Have to go to work in the afternoon,
but have to iron first . Life is hard you see.’

Religion,

'There are plenty church around this end f Hazel
goes to the Anglican church , but'dont join‘,because
she has the children, Better to join when she gets ddd,
Anglican is the strongest in the district,
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1 3 Information supplied by Lilien Powell
| who interv, Maris Burke on 16,6,.,42,
Jo0o 9,7.,48,
Present household,
M. hm’ 540 n.‘d.
MeClean Charles, 50, e¢,l.husband to Maris,
Ellington Hazel, deughter to Mapris, 28,
Sroocks Amnette, 11, desughter to Hszel,
M‘ clthlm. 9' I ¥ ] 'y 2
Ellington Myrtle, -5, desughter to Hepis,
<26
Family history,
j Burke ¥erie is dsughter of Devid Brooks /4/ end Hemrietts
Brooks, ‘er ke full siblings: Arthur Brooks, Albert Brooks,
Alo:yuhr Brooks, Ethe Perk » Aris Brooks /211 /;n Th,
ia » Etheline Broocks inpgst , Purdie Christian /“lowden/.
Helf siblinpgs: Calbert Brooks /Th, 2lk/, Daecoste Brooks/!ian-
chester/, Eodelle Brooks /¥sncherter s Adelaide Brooks /Dune
der 7111/,
Her husbend Ernest Purke died & couple of vesrs &po,
) he hed no children for her late hicbend Ermest Purke, Before
- she merried she hed two deughters: Yagel and Myrtle for late

Easton Ellincston, Thatch "z2lk, Esstom Ellinrston lived in
in Th,"alk, He had two =ons by another woman: "esztomn Ellinston
end Domnoven Ellinton, both 2live end living in Top B, av,
Mayrie Burke went to Cuba where she stayed from 19°5 to 1032
“he met Ermest Burke in Cubz 2nd merried him =fter they came
back torether to Bull “avannsh,
Her present C,l.hucbend Charler VeClezn went to U, A
in 1945-46,
: 35 years old Hagel Ellington had two children for Noel Rhoden from
08l Rhoden 1s son BeBeCe? Annette and Catheline Brooks, Children stay with her -

§d

of Serah Benton they are supported by the father,

and Charles Rho- Eyrtle Ellington har ome child for ‘ydhev MeCleerie., Her
des in Th,"slk/a/, ¢hild Selvin rteys with the rrestgrendmother Henrietts

Ee lives still Brooks,

in his mother’s :

home rme, ™Mildings: xxapmerimrritvinr-kemssyrirritexenx

2
g ﬁvtﬁ'g houses each ximyximxremm one sinrle room /3 persons
in each rgom/, 1 kitchen,l letrine, 1 butterv, 1 water temk,
Furniture 2 beds, 7 chdirs, 2 tebles, 1 sewing mechine.
_Lend: 4 acres /home oned by Maria Burke, bousht by her
- from her father Drvid Brooks in 1932 rfter she came back from
Cuba, She buolt her house on this plot from the ssvings she
brourht with her from Cuba, Cha®les lMeClesn owvns £ scres 4im 1
lot in the woodlands - bought from Lewis Elliott 4im 1935,
Trecs: 10 menroes, 2 pears, 1 sckee, 1 maseberry, 6 cocomuts,
10 sweet saps, Cultivations: Tomatoes - 3000 holes, L,10,
/erop feiled/, 50 hills yem, 1/2 sere casseva, 1/ cecre
congo, Zni mels: 1 donkey, 2 sheep, 15 goeste, © hems, 3 dodgs,
1l cat, Expenditure: weeklv spending for mest, rice, flour, oil,
butter, scep - 1°/-, L10 spemnt for clothing for 211 the house=-
hold for the pest year, Helth: 110, “evings verr little, kept

‘t hm - Llo.
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