1.1948, . | \ .R8c, 37,
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“qynnlair‘Isaao head M_M, 76 S4,Eliz, colour, church of God W,2, farmer
" Flopencswife® M, 73 " ¥ angliecan X  homemak

" rhhur son M8, 45 " i church God X famaer
. "Urel son M,8, 32 4 i ' W,2, farmer
" Isobel dau F, S, 29 1,1, " I’ o X none
" gén Lushington K,3, 24 " : Aﬂgl%oan W,1, farmer
" Lindagr,dau F,9, 2 y |
//1- Costh —
I g Isasc 2inclair owns 4 acres, 5 in cultivation, % pasture
ﬂfo 1 "other".

: 1
i ackee, 5 avocadoes, 95 bpeadfruits, 7 mangoes, z CONgEO

1
1% cassava, % sweet potatoes, % yams, z tobacco = 2001bs,

Ve et st g e o it 5 SR
--f) LV Thomas Siqclair (born,lived & died in Comna PEn)
ea-Sinclain-mennied-dania-Simpson daughter
of Thomas Simppon from Chocolate
: ' ‘ Hole,
Isgao (Usin) ] iHalg;an ‘ Thgmas a girl
1 Sinelsir ~ dead . dead
dead “““““”““““““*““’*“)
&Mw%ﬁ z 3

D \ T Th

James Singgair Aihp Sin;}a{P

3

Eric Pyer

Wilfred

‘ \ /' :
Mrs Morge ~Rochester: Powell
y (Manchestar | gangggn
ra
Mpg Cohen Curdell
Clarendon gelsie
ilitis

\_ Ruby
{ Rochester

James - Isaac's brother - is still alive, is the

eldest of the family and was the eldest son of James
Sinclair who first came from Comma Pen and settiled in

Outlet land, Ridhe, At thaet time 1t was "outlet" land, James Sinclair
senior came end ocecupied the little valley, At that time
there were no regulations "Where to live and how far go"
"Wo houndaries", When the surveyor came he "cut up the
land, could (one) buy a certain portion , you has to pay
10 years and at the same time taxes," Isaac says he had

A to start with his 10 fingers, When he was yanger he used

to go to sea fish, But his father didnt fish, he only
cultiveted, Isaac didnt raise horses, he didnt have enough
1and for that, In his young days he cultivated castor oil,
mostly tobacco, Cassava of course and yams, e doesnt '
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remember kigxx anything about his great grand father, He
eleo doesnt know to whom the origin of the family 1is
traced, At the time of his grandfather Comma Pen was

"g settlement" - not & bilg property, but "where people
settled”,

Lushinggon the youngest son married and lives in Duli-
der Hill, .

Fergun. Arthur and Ypel  1live with the parents, They
all 1ive on these 5 acces (4 in census), Isaac didnt y-et
divide the land, "Live poorly" but he seems very happy,

a smell man in a coat with  sleewes, as the rest is

used up, Joyfully onnocent is also old Mrs,Florence,Phile=-
mon end Baueis, She explains that the daughter who is

at home is not "very cooperative”, The dsughter appears,
she 1s a half-idiot,

The plant a little tomatoes, Not muech, They donit have
enough 1and for it,.But none of them works on shares,

Hard to work on share", He complained thet one has 10
malch, to work all the tiie, and to cover all cost of
production, with only & smell return from it, "All the
profit goes to the “ompany, You hes to work for the Come=
peny and then get = portion of it.. Only a portion of i%."
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. G,D, 22, Sbds 12, Household 22,
i /’:\"\’ ‘ | 'ﬁ..yl.‘.*’ﬁ-“-“----‘--p‘.-‘b--’---- \‘t |
| Sinclair Isame Head MM, 76,  St.Fl. ‘Cole ChGod 7,2, Farmer
s Florence Wife FM,73,11.8¢ 55 »» Apgle 111, Homemaker
~ 22 Arthur Son MoS 645, 29 Y Ch’GOd 29 Farmer
, 9 Urel Son  MeS43%, TR TR L Vege 'y
il'.‘, r Isobel Dau FOS? .29.1.1. 'y 29 'Y Ill. None
‘ 22 Linda G!‘Dau F‘S. 2. 'Y ” 'y,
Hig farm in 1942 Operates this faﬁmland ag owner or part
ownar for 45 years, |
b | Owns 4 acres in one parecel,

Msin source Of income: cassava— T00ts,
No lebour cmployed
Works 38 weeks D.2, O G8YE DeWe © hours p.d.

acres in cultivetion
acre in grazing
sere other

rof-spals CY

“) total vaiue of farm £80,0f buildings 845,

1 cavchment

Cultivations: 1 sckee not fruiting
5 nvocadioes (6 fruiting)s= 15 doz,
3 breadfruits (2 fruiting) = 10 doz,
7 ,emgoes= 150 doz,
i ag, congo peas = 4 bushels
1t ac, cessawa= 4,300 lbs

ac, sweet cassava = 407 1lbs

a¢, yams= 1250 1bs,
z ac, tobacco= 200 1bs
5 goats
6 hens = 10 doz eggs,

-




Sinelaiyr Isasc!t
"Unele Usine”.
His lande.

His wife Florence.

4 Their children.

Apthur Sinclaip,

Urel Sinclair,

} Isobel Sinelair,

AL Pamily Record ¥ O/

Inform,Dudley Simpson,
13/14,3 .48,
JeOs

Sinelair Isasc is ¥nown in the neighbourhocd
under his niclname ”Uncle Usine”, Fe 1s an old man
- brother of old James Sinelair,”the old patriarch”,

His fether was fisherman - he had only little
land, which was passed on to his brother Jamss Sine-
slair, ¥z Usine ir his young days toock smxxemx into
possession and cultipated or utilised a plece of land
in the Ridge, It wa- still before land was surveyed
and xpm land titles acquired by the inhsbitants of
the district, After the survey he got only small
piece of 5 acres, for which he pald taxes, In this
way his land possessions were reduced to the sige
of 5 acres only, Rmxmmvax Never in his 1life he bought
mors land, His father had no lsnd on the Ridge -
all his father’s land was in Ribbit,

His wife Florence “she was xtkme sister of old
George Powell wife, Frederica Powell, I dont know
her name. One of her brother was Dyer /Frederica’s/,
but I dont know whether the same father,”

Their children stay with the parsnts, "All
of them live with him, 1living in him father home,”

"Apthur ge’ an 0ld man and him have no wife,
nov°r”have no wife, and I kmow of no girl griend him
heve.

®inother one - Urel - him have girl by name Rwo
Ruby Rochester, She is daughter of Agnes Dyer /and
late Armold Rochester/. Put the girl - she living
now with a2 man in Manchester, So Ura2l have no girl
friend now - all slone, Ruby have one shild for
him. The “father tock 1t,”

»Ilaobel - she is an idiot. She have one child,
Wx FPhilp Sinclalr son - we call him”Brodda” - is the
father of the child,”The child is 7 or € veras old,
It is not owned” by the father, but nevertheless
people in the distriel know that "Bredda” Sinclair
is Etx is fethere it is & girl - her namo:! Linda,

/i saw Lsobel the other desy - she is really
en idiot, chaced awyay from the visitors by her pareni
but nevertheless xmex pesting them all the time,
Psycgempisinedxiiakxiindx Uncle Usine and Florence
did not faill to complain that the child is ”"not
ovned, and suxraxkaixkx wanted me and my wife to xam
adopt ite/e
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Inshington fxx is no more living with his
garonta. Him marry and living now in Dunder H1ll,
ay Veil, Harold Neil daughter, his wife, Iushington
Povnt his owvn land in Dunder Hill and make his own
house., Him went to America once, Come back,buy land
and settle himself,”
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INTERVIEW WITH ISAAC SINCLAIR.

Mr, Isasc 80 ”was born and bred and llve samé
plece” - Ridge. fie rother and fether dled Yvears
and vears now vhen” he was e child.

He 4id not inherit eany of the lends he OvnS.
Thies 1s 5 acres, He ascouired the lands as follow=:
»Tpn that time after them come out to run out the
jand,/Govemm nt surveyors come to survey the }and.e/
if you have & 11ttle claim, them ~ut 1t off en glve
v u, and then you nave 10 years to nay for the rect.
Meantime, while paying thet dutiful money, which wes
anout lO/- or 12/- e year, you have to pay the dutiful
taxes to the Govcrnmcnt.”/”Dutiful”z due/?

Tnitially he had 13 acres tut dae to the 7alffle=
culty of times, & had to =8&ll 8 acres, leaving mi
with H.” He used the mondy he sot from the sale
of the 8 acres tO P&y of f the ten years money aue
on the 5 ascres. He WS rorced to do that because
the 10 years allowed him by the Government to pay for
the whole 13 acIes had about elapsed; he was
advised by Vre Charles King, now dead, to
well some of his holdlng so as to save rome of 1it.
Mp,Crarles King was the Goyernrent agent in charge
of Crown lsnds in the areé. He rold the 8 acres %o
o men reme d SBERIEX Rore, Roye in turn sold the land
to the “onpany. Rove had diled.

Mp, Tennc celled “Uncle Uesine” eveded
telling how much he c0ld the land for; = ?It was
yerdly enything., Lend don‘t velue much in those
times.”

He used to cultivate tobacco chiefly in thoee
times., ~sually he plahted about 1000 holes; this
did not wover an 8cre. He slso use to plent
cascave, sweet potatoes, yams, ” and ¢ 1ittle peas,
but not much of thab.: fle' yeed to sell onlv his
tobecco crops. He bever s01d any of his food '
crops - “or then a would & have to go an buy flour.

Tobacco was sold usvelly for 6 de Per 1b, Some=-
times the price fell to 4 andl/2 per 1b, Sometl mes 1t
went aslow as 5 d. per 1b, or even 2 1bs for 4 and 1/2 4.
He earned additional moe v from making
cosrave bags., mede from big thatch, He made thee
et 3 d, 4 d. and 6 d. each according to the elze, Seid
he - "A wade them to order when them bring the
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tach (thateh) come, A don't grow the tfafch," He
made one or two bags per week,

He is now Unable to ciltivate his mmm lands,
His sons Arthur snd Uriel Sinclair are doing':so in-
stead, A portion of théf lend is"rock—lam'i' situ-
ated on the hill side, -"The only thing y u can.
eultivate on it is guinea gress; it is pure bone 1P

there,"

During the tomato crop Jjust past Arthur culti-
vated abou% 2 gquare chalns of tomatoes, XRXX= Burkel L
%% 1 sq, chain, '

sale of -
0f the money esrned from/ the cropm he says:
"whatever them give mi a satisfy, Them pay the
gaxes and so on ," Taxes are due on the 4th of
this month,

In the 2 square c¢hains area on whrich he had @
planted tomatoes,Arthur now has cassava &napersesd -
interspersed with red peas, the latter called french
beans, Euriel has done likewise on his plot,

Mr,Idaac has planted a few 8q.yds. of cassawa
in one plot and esBallion in amother, Encouraged
by last night's good showerg, he was ati cking in a
few "casgava aticks" between the esgellion, He
would like to exgend his cultivations, but ca not
get enouhgli grass to @& so, Hg has about 3 squares
of level 1l4nd under grass, He expects hisgy son
to chop out the trees now grown on the rocky hill

side, They will burn the land after, (tuinea
grass will grow there after the burning, Hg will
not have to plant the grass,

Stock

He has 2 headzxmf goats and a pig, He bought the
pig recently for 24/-, } The purchase was not maé
from tomatoe money,

savings

Of the tomatoe money he saygs " Thelittle money I

get from me #f sons, a have to go and pay the taxes

out & it,and a owe a littlef shop bill ya know; have

to put way somethimg for sickness to'," Tomatoe

help people to do little better with you wearing
((clothes) to sendyfg you child to school and gso nn,
Help you well with yo eating too especially when

f00d run out and you hage to buy the little dear flour,"

S
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A1 TR :
’;Wfi;': i | Food Preferences
e [ "My food is the bemmy, When I eat the flour
1 is only for ration, When y'u out of cassava, y'u
y /D“zy don't med have nothingg It is the keeping uf of
iy every hone,"
| ,"' /'_’\
8

He eats the bammy with fresh fish,"and sometimes
a 1ittle pound of beefj sometimes y'u get a 1litte
grains (congo pess) to help y'u on, or some salt-
thing from the shop."

"galtthing is a dhaky meal -=poor meall® Sglt-
thing is seltfish,® Those pickle fish mi 4.t =
‘ gscarcely eat -the mackerel and herrring, When you
do buy the hessime picklefish, y'u have to buy
“3 the coconut o0il to' -more money spen' and not
guch a good meal,"

; Complaints

His soéns Euriel and Arthur joined us here, While
61/11 they stood listening he said -"The trouble as the
i present time is that people have no land room,'0
cultivate and raise, (Raise stock) In olden days

,-)//"‘*———~ a1l these space ( he made a sweeping gesture with

his hend them) belong to one man, Y'u could _ -
paise, kill y u goat -ybu pig, get meat to eat, but
thés time, this last tlime now, if they kill goat,
pig or cow, y'u havex to pay 1/~ for a pound,’

"It,much harder now, If y'u home have 4 big
men, an you have a wife an' a picknie, an' ybu
buy a pound of meat, what it do ? =it dont even

) give y'u a good meal,"

Arthur added: "3ome of the bigrer man them
inhabit up the whole of the lan and leave the
/uap poorer one them to koteh/ina little eosnnes surface,"

Wguriel: =-"And the goevenment wont see to i%,
more then if y'u owe a little taxes them come scrapeé
| up y'u goat or pig, cow -anything; them level (levy)
on it for taxes,

ssac: -~"An' when then make that level, y'u
still have to pay the taszes!"

| Arthurg -"Take for instence, look on the

| 1ittle piece of land wey (where) 11 people se’ tle

| on! It too thickly settle'l* Y'u don't have noh
play. ( i.e. You have no play,) If y'u bring even
| s fowl come a y'u yard it gone into the other yard,"

—
= 2

\

Asked whether the cultivati n of tomatoes had
brought any change in hix purchasing power, Arthur
answering for the group said -"Tomatoes give us a
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fes shillings more so that a can buy a little
stoek or so, but land get 80 dear now that if y'u
get even a 2820 from y'u crop it can't buy an acre
of land,"”

Arthur: He has not yet bought any stock framxih=xsx
with the money obtained from the sale 6f fhis
tomatoesy intends to buy a goat or a sheep,

Arthur; Asked whether he would not buy a cpw he said
-"Noy a cant KBtch to buying a cow,

Arthur: Are there more coWs in the area than there
were a few years ago? He said «~"Yes, I believe
80, People have more cows since tomatoes come inee
exixgence, an' people can get to handle themselves,
obligingly

Isasc's attitude; The o0ld man was/ebiimsdy in ormative, Fe sat
gawnxbecside e on my cloak spread on the dried grass
uxEs mulching, He smoked a home made cigar during
the talk, I got up to leave; hd said, %thank you
for your fine talk, and y'u mus' come apgother time.”'




Florence Sinclair wite 75
Arthufr Sinclair Son 42
Urel Singlalir ki 33
Fagus Sinclalr i 27 :
jeybelleSinclalyr Dane ahout %6
Linde  Sinclailr . Gre dame 8 Y&
S o /!;ghﬂ;t— M‘u. S (UJ_,,&({/?’/V?J e Lf',a;{,% ; /,,I ad A A 55 AP /Z
S ; e U G N0 s SR / ‘* J Sy o
] Ak e is a ecultivator , he earns his 1li%ing fron
A what he lants . The most of his eultivation is done in

the wonods « The Ex-sew¥ice men from liay Fen and"other
plagse " have got land from the Governnent to cultivate
Those men who reot the land havs given the iand Lo men
foom Bull Savanmah  to vork for them o Phillip Sinclair
se ‘n pmxx chargs of a portion of the land o Phidlip
gives smaller olots of the land out to a Tew mm men Lhe-
that he kmows , and Arthur is one of them .

#hen the erop is reased Arthur gets two thirds and
the owmer rets a third . “he chlef things that he pliant
are cagsava and peas « Arthur contributes to his father
house hold  ‘here are two houses in the yard , bub
there ig on- house hold o Arthur and his brothers ,
Urel and Fagus 1live in one house wiidle the father,and
mather, Ievbelle , and Linda 1ive inthe other
Arthur doces nobt nave a girl friend or any childven .

. Urel

He does the seme kind of work as_Arthur , also Eas
“)\ Fagus « They all work with Phillip as the supervisor .

1 Urel and Fague copbtribute e the house hold alsoc .

b deither Urel nor Fagur hag a girl friend « Isaac had |
E elavam children , - threc are Gead and &mo are allve .

: Two of the ehildren eve in Clerendon sone in lanchester
N \_/ , one marry and live at Dundar Hill , and four live at

% /‘ home e

F . 4

g : \\ / Ievhelle.

3 N /& G e hag a child for Isaac Sinclair , son of

\,‘ Phillin Sinciair , ¥ Isaac started to suppors the

‘ ehild 4 "hut sLop/people carry lie gnd story sey tie
pickney a no fe Isagc , a fe lienry ord « So bhefore

any ousrrel fe over iL , we mine it~me self for a e me
daughter riemrey « Loy nok so sensible , she stupidl

-

1ike "o Iy does not work out , she helps/in the home

Isasc cannot 4o much work now , "for me get old |
ang shakey me have fe leave that to me son them . ‘aly
try fo ulant any little thing round the yard § |
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X Ve {
¥ EW:EE what a confusicn them have now a damps over th
word of “od ¢+ When me was a boy 1t never did stay like t
this s And the x 1little pickney them , the things that
them can talk and gwan »ith me never hear them dey thiﬂb
when me did dey grow « Them have this church , and that
chureh , and more 'an whan me a did little boy « Some Bay
./ them save and no have any ein , and thie ask them e

favour , see If them wey granp it ".

./ "Mome a them that saf them cave them a the creatset
~ h¥poerite 3 Lhem no grant favoursthem no love one anoth~
er , and yet them say X¥ them save « Fe do the will of
God a no tiiisg fe talk 1 with you mouth sa fe iive the 3%
1ife « Jesus say a no the person wey live near you,e /ou
nelgiabouwr o a the  erson wey cdou the kindmegs to you a you
neighbour § leaac is 014 and cannot go to Church again ,
but when he could go x he used to 0 « On Sundays he sit:
at home and read his Lible

- Vhen he was & o clLild he was treined in a nroper
OUn “undaye hid mother would get them (he andhls brother

: and sisters) ready and jut thew Lefore her to go to €
2 There was no church at Yull Savamnah , but they used to
‘hem ya pickney ne woit till then call them , them in §
the middle dey listen Lo svery thing  The bible say |

7 train a child when Lim young xmix the way he sh ould

g0 Lo Littiz Lo chureh o "¢ never run up and dowm and
JA&&Q,;_I_ to hig peeple busipess-as how me see picekney do
now a UBYS ¢ When v sarents dey talk we have fe go ray
go DAAY or do ve duty ,and enly go when them call we -

ey S

valkend when he is frown hiv & won' depart fiom it Y,

)

"B Vords wey me hear pickney talk before big people
now , you thing we could a talk the m dey worde .ake we
. barente hear , we nx never oven know them « The world
L.S-' really couing to the end + <esus eay when the end is neay
7 all this wil. happen , x so a the bible dey fulfil “.

J
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