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\‘.3‘ INTER V'L WITH ERCELINE ROCIE STE?,

Erceline was 26 in April last, Born in Shaddock
Hill, Bull Savannah, she married Cecil Rochester

Xr 3 years ago, She set up house and house-keeping
with Ceecil about a year before ghe ma-tried hém,

Family History

Her mother is Mrs, Alaa Rochester of Shaddock Hill,
Her father Panton Rochester , He has gremiseé
shar«d with his wife in Shaddock Hillg

Children of Alma with Panton are:

l, Isaac Rochester, He is about 28, He is farm-

working in America,

24 Frceline Rochester 26 (i,e,~herself)

3, Lucille Rochester 243 she is in U,S,A, for
which she left 4 yemrs ago.

She was sent for for by her
- mother's Nicpla Samuda,

4, Dexter Clayton fochester 22; he shares house
wit hés parents,

5, George Headly Rochester,163; He is also sharing

hoase with hés parents,

6, Erol Rochester,l12; he shares house with parentsy
he is atiBnding the B,S, Xka=ml
school,

7. Ciscyln Rochester, 10, She lives with her parents

8, “dwin Xoches ter, 8, He lives with his parents,

9., Bobsie Rochester, Te She lives with her i

parents,
Geprge,Erol'Uiscyln and Bobsie are frequent visittors
™ to Erceline s, PFrequently they share meals with
he r,

Her Household is as follows:

Ceeil Rochester, head,

Erceline Rochester, wife,

Norma Jean Rochester, dau, 5,

Reuben Reynon Rochester, son, 4,

Alwin Kern Rochester, son 10/12 year old

Erceline nickna ed and generally called "Coolie
Gal," is a woman of large proportions and jovial
disposition, 8een on the occaston of th: interview
| given in‘her kitchen were Delis Neil, a sisters
S child, (She did no' say which sister) and hep

w : L) . R

/ sister Ciselyn Rochester,

Coolie Gal liw s dhth the above household in a
2 apartment house built by her husband whod is
| an sctive carpenter, At present she shares -
u the bedroom with her husband and the children,
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‘The other room "the hall"

~ = Famlly Record —ZZ.

has been rented to me,

The arrangement for rental wis made by Miss Jude

& (Fe R, 1,) with whom I am boarded,
Career
School

She attended the Bull S@vannsh Elementary school
from she was 7 till she was 15, She left school
in the 5th book, ( 4t is doubtful whethem she
really reached 5th standard, She'stumbled' when
asked how she spells hep name, She did not spell

it phonetieslly even, )

Al Sewing

sewing

After school ‘he"went to/mehee: with Miss 7illah

D 2ilipson" of Bhaddoek Hill,

Her moth ~ an' fethe-

="both of them" e id ke 10/~ per quarter for her

sewing tuition,

She remained at Mrs ,Simpson fop about one yearg
She left aster the vear because she did not feel

inelined to go any longer,

Simpson) did fall sick,"

besides "the lady (Mr,.

‘“) She did not feel inelined to go baeck "because a
never love 1t," She had wented instead to "do
home domestic -stsy in the hone," She had only
been going to Mrs, Simpson's because her parents
had sent her, she had not dared to tell them she
did not want to lear: to do seking, "or them

woulds beat me kill me ;
that,"

them give mg plenty of

After spending athe year with Mrs, Simpson, she
h became firmly r-:olved not to g0 back, Her @ rents

would have ‘ge@ten her then
fing a didn't love it, an'

sen mi back,"

At home

-"but mi hide," They
them don' t bot en to

She stayed at home for s number/ £ years aftep
leaving the sewing, She stayed "doin' the yard
Work -eook and wesh an' such s.ich things," She
was about 17 when she cessed to do the sewing,

At Kellets: She works

She went to Kellets "to work with some people,
"hen a go there a fine (find) out that it was a
ﬁ) man an' wi couldn' get along," She had been

told abuut th s Job by x "a white ma

an' by Miss Jude," She had thuught she would

be working with a wife and husband. but found

her job was "with & EXREXx mon alone, "

n name' Ford p

that
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Relations with her empioyer
o

him

She did nt 1like pmze "the man becaase/ben (ben=
nEx} was - had been) fresh; him wes a fasty
chap," She would not say why she though' him
fresh, festy," ~"lim some with him fastiness
an' a run him &way," dhe said "away" with
proud emphasis,

3he was in Kelltes altogether for 4 months, Her
employer walied t1ill he h-d got used 1o her be-
fore"him eome with him fastiness, Him was a hard
man, (A hard man = a full grown -middle aged man)
Him go a America an' all thats was a rich man, a
rich brute, but him was not my companiony &a one
0ol' tough mRExmggx neaga (regro),

With this man she was supplied with quarters anx
was fed and paid 10/- per week,

Correspondence: savings,

Jdhe used to write home frequently, but sent no
monies, 3She had gone to the Kellets job with £6
she had saved from wrap ing tonatoes during the
tomnato crpp after which she had gurxxtim lef't B,Se
During the 4 months stey in Kellets she saved 2
22, 10/~

She buys and sells

ohe did not use any of the sasvings she took from
B.3, while she was in XKe'lets, She added ghe
32 o 10/- saved at Hellets x@xihe to the £6 pre-
viously saved, This made a total of £8, 10/

She returned home with this amound and began to

"go back and forth between Kingston and Bull Savannah'

She bought wiééh-kes in Bull Savannah with her save
ings "fowls, epgs, empty bottles, toatoes an' fruit
like paw-pavw, wa'ermeloB and naseberries," She

sold these in Kingston,

It is now such a long time ago that she was engaged
in these transactions that she does not re memberp
what was the profit made from the transactions,

She used to make"a good profit,"

She continueda &8 buying mmxastkiimx things in
Bull Savannah and selling them in Kingston for
ebout 3 years, ©“he stopped then because "a didn8
feel to worry with it any longer," Asked why

she was uninclined to continue the business she
added ~"the Mr, Cecll wouldn' let mi keep it up,
any longer," It was while she was engaged in this
business that she became attached to Cecil,
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INTERVIEYW WITH ERCELINE ROCHESTLR.

rser

A work in de factory ecery year and not in the family
ways A guarantee to work' there avery vear after now,
because a not getting that way again.”

Asked how she could be =0f sure she laughed and said,
"a surs! a sure! A have to keep meself from it."

She is not practicing any method of birth control, she
1s Just hoping she wont have anymope children although
her husband would 1like to have as many as he cane

Har Children.

Egrma was born in the Mandeville Hospital. Ercelgnehad

eensent there by Doctors Henriques and lMa's who had o~
advised her to have her baby in the hospital bec.use she
had kidney and heart trouble. She went to live in Mane
deville with Mrs, Jacques, a sister of her hus ande She
was with Mrs, Jacques abéut 6 weeks befop Norma was born.
lrses Jacques had heard about her difficulty and had ine
vited her up to Mandeville,

Expe-ses durin; illness. The 1llness cost a lot ofmoney.,
& no me 1t really cost, is her daddy. Yes that little
nlgger deh cost a lot off moneyy" she aided affectionate-
ly motiéning towards Norma meantime. Norma was then
playing about the kidchen doorways (The interview was
given in the kitchen,) '

t Mrs, Jacques' home "it never cost me no money but

it cost me four guineas to stay in the hospital™. She
was frequently visited by her husband, her mother, Mrs,
Js and Yy a friend in Mandeville named Dalsy Powell.,
Dals} 1s from Bull Swvannah., These visitors brought her
"efz3s and plenty plénty fruits," She remained in hospital
for nine days. Her hus‘and visited her 4 times during
this period. He cane in lMrs, Claston Rochester's car,
which cost him 7/- for each trip. Other rassengers were
clways taken in the car,

- Lhe other children ame/born in the two roomed house., A

nana attended herye-The Nana, lMrs, Cella Simpson of
Shaddock hillee= HMrs. Simpson was a good lNana.."she
know her work good." There is no Government nurse in the
arsa but Erceline feels that they d#d not nesq OCnes. Mra,
Simpson i3 now deades The Government had always tried to
turn her dewn and eould not make anything aut of it fo p
she have her certificate from a doctor,

There is a Govt, nurse in Southfield bul she never atﬁ%ds
anybody in Bull Sevannah.,
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Food preferenges.

b | "The chief food we have down here ri ht now is bammy and

} gungu ( eongo peas) . Every week end you get a plece of
be-f« Sometimes during the week mm@ too we get a fishe
Somstime we have to get 1little salf fish but we no love
ite

She also gets corn, vem and sweet potatoes but that is
only during secson.wkizkxix In August we get corn. In
September yam and sweet cassava. Me no liks one foode.
4 Me mix up the food. We have the bammy all the time for
| some people say them cant do without it. We have gungu
from January to Octower. It always finish that time(Oct.,)
, we eat morefish and cabbage and things 1like that after
.} b the sungu finish.

or dinner toda ghe wlll cook rice and heef-- brown
8tew beefe- tomorrow she will have fish and bammy, Yege
terday she had gungu and bammy. The day before yester=
day she had fish and bammy ,

b She offsrs "all me bLrother them, me brother in law and

it moth-r in law when mealtime come and them is here,"
She sends a portion of every meal to h:er mother in law

A) rse Anne Neil., Wwhen Miss Anne cooks the game kind
of dinner Ereelins does not send her anything however,

cxpenditure,

; : She 8p=nds varying sums per week., She does not know how
g muche She: buys whatever she needs as often as Bhe has

A needs She never uye all her groceries at the beginning
[ of the week,

gourtshigg& Sarrisfe.

; 0f her courtship and marriage with C-cil Hochester, she
/@Lﬂ AR sald, "him se me and me/and him were in love for a few
/ weeks and then him begin to come to me home, Ie start
f) , to visit very often, as h'm never use.’ to visit the home
. so often, me daddy ask REXHREE him what Tooting h'm com
ing on, him say 1= my footing,"

B Her father then aked her "if is me make him coming there

anad a tell him yes." Hearing that her fati er salg

"1t 1s all right then." Cecil had spoken to her fathepree
tell him what 1a him intentione- Asked what was Cecil's

intention, she said, " to married "

Mother's attitudd to pregnancy,

der rother "ralsed Juse," quarrelled when she ecame
pre-nant. She told Ereeline "you cant stay here at all
we will have to find somewhere to put you, Her fathepr
saild, "Just the same thingsf both of them agree to one
bRlngs Her brother Isaac said something comforting to
here She does not remember what that was, ’
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Her mbther had sent her to call Cecil when she found out
she whs pregnant. "She téll him she found that I in de
waye Cecll said is him do it and whatever 1in him power
him will try him best. Cecil house was built at that
time, him tell me & must come and a go."

She has been sharing house with h'm eversinces After
she began living with him her parents ceased to quarrel.
-=that was aftzr a settle down-- They began to visit
her. Har She helleves they quar elled with her because
they fell she should not have had a “aby.

w;znasday,
flay 12,1948,
Ede o

INTERVIEW WITH CECIL ROCHESTE 1.

Ceecll Rochester, a e 33 12 a carpenter and culi¥vator.
He was born in Green Q0live in the home of his parents
Mrs. Anne Rochester ( now Mrs. Neil) and Alexander
Rochester(d).

Parents children.

ls Vrs. Zala Gordon--Dottom Bull Savannah.

2+ Rebecca Rochester-Kin ston.

3¢ Mrse. Kerdel Pluumer- Kin ston, 75 zast strect.

4, Arthup Rochester,age 33--on pramlses.of pare ts.

5¢ Sydney Rochester, 36e- lNew Forest and Bull Savannah.

6« Cecil Rocheater, 33 --informant.

T+ Charlie Rochester, 3le--"a dont know where to say him
lives !!lm her Loday, t morrow
him in Savlamar." Shares room
dgoining Lhe kitchen on mothsr's
premises, with Arthube.

8sIshmacl Rochester, 20--Kingstone.

9+ Bradley Rochester, 26«-ghares house with mother,

10, Mprss Eather Jacques' 24« Kincstone

Mrse Jocquese

Left Bull Svanuah during shcool age. “he finished up
achooling in Xingston where she stayed with her s&sters
Kerdel Plummer and Rebecca Rochester. That was in 1934,
He dates her golnz by remembering that there was a storm
in 1933, the year before she went. XEXRiErxmziRErxEmX
fxikerxhadxuanyxek

lelther mother nor father had any children by another
unione

Until about two weeks ago, Mrs. Smxmidim Zala Gordon's
dauchter Zlsa LBE shared house with Mrs. Nell., Elsa
loft because"according to her comdition ( pregnant)
she msonly there ti11l she get a place where she égn
confine." 3She 1s now sharing housw with Jane Brown,
a blind woman in premises adjolining Eustace Senior's,
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School.

Cecll attended the Bull Savennah school from he was %%
kxx¥xkmxwasx¥® 7 $111 he was 15. After school he did

" a little cultivating on 2 very poor scale. 't happen
that T get along with a2 carpenter named Joshua leil

( his mother's husband) Cecil was &bout 20 then.

=== T was at tra'e t11ll1 it come that a can do something;
a could handle the tcols and made things like scrubbling

boards and trays--- He left off learning with Mr, Neil

then. He had hot had to pay any money for. learning the

trade. He left off when he was abut 25 He had stayed
with Nell for 4 or 5 years.

Work in the Tactory,

After leaving Mr, Neil, hes went to work in the factory
at 3/- por day; he described this work as a cheap business:
His Fmbxwmmxkm dutbes were various, He did not ERNNRXXE
enumerate. Among the things he did was to build tables
and a truck body. While at the fa tory he used to do
a little cultivating. He d14 thet to enable him to
acquire some money to purchase tools. He planted about
5 squares of tobacco on his mother's land. This he sold -
to local buyers at 3d, to 4d. D-r 1lbe The first part
of th: erop scld was 83 lbes, to & an in Ballerds valley.
He got £1, for it. lat r he sold more of the corp.

noeney
§; soeht thés/fY as follwws:

l. One # 5% stanley plane £ 1
o

2. One hadge fA6-6
3« One saw 12/6
4« 2 chilsels 9/6
5 one brece and 4 bitts 17/
6+.0ne tenon saw 6/~

Have bousht the above tools, " a go out working on a
1ittls house. The hpuse belongs to Nicholas Rochester
of Green Clive, Bull Savannahe. I"icholas is his fakker
Ermikrxx wife's fother's brother. Cecil did all thne ”
carpentry work required on the bullding. He got either j
25/~ or 28/- fer the work. That was about 1930.

He bulll a number of houses for Yarious people after
that. He charged various sums, He did the carpe: try
onlye. "All the houses about here are Spanish Walling,"
He charged frim £5 to £25 for the Jobs done. The £5
Job wag for a thatched rofm. The othep Jobs ranging
in price from £18 to £25.%8x wore 2 apartment houses.
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Informetion from Leo Powell,

Interve Ceeil and Erseline Rochester,
14,6448,

J0, 2648448,

Eresent household.

Rochester Cceil, 30,

»s Erseline, 27’ v.rifo.

> Norma, daue., 5,

2> Rubin, som, 3, /
2 Al'in’ 80N, 11 months,

D

s
/

W parents A1lie and Anny Rochester,
c axande dead, Brothers and sisters: Bradley,
gydnqy, Apthur, Eshmale, Charlle, Curdel, Zala, Boelky,

to p'. s 4 . 4 4 & e "

202106, nee Rochester, Daughter of Pantoy
! 00 - ol - 15 F'R' 149 o

Cee'l and Erseline met in 1940, mapried in 1945,

Have 3 ghikdren,

go':;:S 2 rooms, zine roof, lo tank, Furne: 3 beds, 2 table:
: 11‘8.
Land: 5 agres in 3 parcels, 1 se homeland, given by
motherj 4 aeres bought for L20, ;
Trees: 5 mangoes, 1 eoeomut, 1 pesr,
6000 toes, .30, 60 yam hills, 1/2 aecre cassava, 1/2 ae
gorn, 3/4 ee, congo, 1/4 ag, red peas,
1 sheeps, 1 pig, 1 hen, :
Ceeil is earpenter, Earned L5° last year,
Spendings: 30/~ wmekly on food ete, 118 on clothes last
ear, L onodoctor and dentist,
avings: LS50 kept at home,
Erseline is 7Day AQv,




