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- 12/14/1
0 wdn saac head M,M, 35 St,Eliz, colour, Angl, W,3, farmer
o éarion wife F. M, 33 4,4, " » N W,3, book-keeper coop
5 Jean dau F,8, 10 " 0 - W.3, 3,E,
" Vern son M,3, 7% g & . W,l. 3.KE,
" Basil son M,S, 6 N : : X
"¢ Vaneliffe son M,8, 3 - " X
? owns 393 acres in eleven parcels: 1%, 4,24,1%,5,10,3,2,1,3,8,

~J1: 'ﬁﬁ?ﬁ“ﬁﬁf“émplog lébour, cultivetes 8 ac, 55 cultivable not used, 15 gra
zing, 4 "other"”, Value farm s d buildings: £250,

? cabbages % ac, tomatoes 1 acr= 3,280 1lbs, no fruit tregs.ll pawpaws
: L aec corn, 2 ac, congo peas, 3 ac cassava, 2 ac sweet pot,
3 donkeys, 2 sheeps, 4 swine,
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H%s house and land is sifuated right behind the factory,
He has a "big son" (probably outside child) who has been to
USA, His wife is in charge of the coop shop and also is

the "dgath and births registrar", He owns a pick up which
oes more or less regularly twice a week to Mandeville,
e 1s also the gwner of = little shop in which the coop
used to be before it was transferred to the new building,
R Informant Isaac Johnson
41,1948, Mr, Johnsons grandparents were from Sa ta Cruz, His
father was born in Allipgator Pond end came as a small boy
to live with his unecle (mothers brother) POwell in Bulle
Savvannah, I asked whether it was Geotge Powell No we
avs anawger set of Powells here over the Hill (towards
allards ‘alley), Mr, Isaac Johnson got dl 1 the land which
his father had as he was the only child. He bought some
also himself : he rechons he has about 24 acres "but not
~ in one piece" (over 39 in census), 1 asked him whether 1t
| _ is all in Bull Savnnah or in place like River Hill ete,
| Origins of lo~ "Its all the same Bull Savnnah - he said - some give you
cality names, could say pet names, Sometimes it depends from whom you
] buy - it is called after that mans name, Or if you give
samg gortion to a child « you call it - to know vhere you
send,

Mr, J hnson is also & tailor, In the little shop =
which he leflds to Simpson to sell meat mmxwmakx at the end
of the week - he has a sewing machine, He e lained 1t
was damaged by the hurricane but still gives him good
service,

., His big son(whom I met a few days ago) was educated
in “hristiana, Mr, J,hnson said he had good prospects(dsm
didnt mentior what kind),When he csme from school there
was recruitiment for America and he went, ®e may go there
again, Mr, @oynson says there isnt much fopr him (the big
son) to do here, Mr, Johnson himself is rather proud of
| his status, He said he had " a lot of land", considers
| himself implicite a "big man",
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I3 Interview with Isaac Johnson
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I have met !r. Issac Johnson and his wife larion on
many occasions. ‘o-d&y we had a longer interview.

His wife, and her famil
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' He married Marion the daughter of Thoias Roach, who
X Lower lives 1in fxkmx Ridge. Marlon has many relations in Bulle-
Savannah and in the region. Boysle Hoach who 1s a super=
visor of the packing house 1s her first cousin. Miss Roach
the segretary of tho gompany 1s also her first cousin althds
she is fro “ose Hall.
' Harlion was the daughter of Thomas with hils first
N wife Alma (Nell), who married nany years ago.

fer Lpother and slster.

Harion had only one brother and one slster. Her bro
the 1s Louls Roach. He lives in Christilana where he apre
ried thse daughter of a bug owners

, Marion's only sister is Doris Wilson who went to
4America a couple of years ago.

She. hag at least one half-brother (see F.R.248)

" Marlon's career.
After having finished the elenentary school #“arion
went to Pethleem college. It is not quite clear to e Whe-
ther she was a teacher or note.
: #arion used to work in the office of the Sompany.
“fter some changes have been macde in the personnel she was
offered to run the coop shop. She stays there all the day
long, somnetlmes goes to Kingston for the _00ds. gy
'ksep & maid., 3he 1s Valerie Simpson a young girl. FH———-
@ isaac’s chlldreny and names of thelr mothers,
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Rizvaidestxazem Isaac says he has 7 children:
The eldest Lewellin Johnson with Lettlce now Frs.Calston Roye
0 and_Curl(:ird) Johnson with Turnica (Nangy) rowell.
- Ve Bagil and Yancliffe with his wife ‘arion,

Story of g%% children and Isaac's attitude towards them.
. ) Jolmson. Hls mother i1s Lettice daughter of Ho-
mtiof and “arla rFowell. She 1s married now to Glaston
oy« Lewelyn 1s about 24 now. When he used to o to school
he stayed with hlg father's mother !auda Johnson.Afterwards
he quarrelled with his father and went to live with his moe
| ther and step father. He is a cultivator now.He had not long
' ago a brawl with a boy from Sallards Valley, stacbed him
E | - with a Inife and the boy dled, This is what Isaac told ne
& about him:"liy oldest son is Lewelyn Johnson. He stays with
g ‘hls mother now, at Claston Roy home. Lewelyn = he is on the
_ fgough side.He staye@ with me all the time going to school.
) hat 1s with my wother, I didn't have a home at that time.
, - After hils time was up I put him with a mason that was in the
| ~ factory to learn the trade. But he wouldn't atay, LYo tell the
. Chenth |
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1A\ f(\ we disagr?e. He was on the rolling side and 1 tell hig”and
ne wouldn't have 1t. He went to stay with the 1other. ‘e 18
cultivating now. Hard worlker. jle comes o see Ne all the sand

o, Leo Johnson. Isaac seems to be rarticularly proud of this
son. He awlays takes the opportunlty to talk about him, Leo
Johnson is 23 and 1s the eldest child of Isaac and Turnica .
called MNancy Fowell. Leo sta¥ed alternatively in his mother's
and his paternal grandmother’'s home when roing to school.
#rter he has flnished the elementary school his father sent
him to ghristiana where Leo stayed for 3 years there in the
Homewood Training ventre where he learmed cabinet making.
He left this schocl 2 months before the Tinal examinations as
he got an opportunity to go Lo the USA oncontract. e stayed
there 18 nmonths and brought with him £190 savings. He keeps
a part of 1t in the bank and for about £60 he bought cablinct

3 maker's tools and lusber to start his business in Bpll=3ave
suxgevivhusonvioivweviieoyvhe Leo Johnaon lives now in the
household of hls xviberxiarzyxxzx=ilX naternal uncle xxmeskleoyl
Powell together with his ncther sancy Powell, He set hls work
shop in the little bullding whlch selongs to his lather on
the road from school to lop Bedav. next 1o teacher's cottage.
I have seen him often in the coop shop talking with his Tadke
ther's wife llarion. He 1s a tall, strong good looklng Doy,
very qulet and very intelligent. Isaac sald about him:

i "Peo, he settle in trade now. Him and I can have a lit-

:  tle discusslon (friendly talk of interest) All the time he
/\\ was st sc ool he stayed with Manecy or our home, vhenever he
“ \ feel he come and stay with us, = in both homes. #fiLer nLls tie

at school was up I seant him to school, Homewood school to
“hristiana to training. He ~ot an opoortunity to go to “mne=-
rica. He bought his tools now, the other day."

3. Surl Johnson. She is 12 now and stays with the mother.
"I have a little girl - Curl, stays with the nother Nan

) | oty |
4,5,6,T« "I have four aore with darion. The oldest she is in
E the 3rd year a gird and 3 boys." This daughter Jean 18 16,

the boys' ages are: Vern 13, Bazll 12 and Vancliffe 9.

e Speaking of his children he wouldn't answer directly
Y T . which 8ne he prefers. lowever from what and how he sald 1t
s gg?@; ; is clear that his favourite is deo and he 1s also proud of
i hls daughter Jean. The relatlons with the eldest son lewelyn
though friendly are not so close.

The two "wives."

My, Isaac was living at least for a perlod of time simul
taneously with Nancy Powell and larion his present legal wife
as teo is older than Jean and Jean 1s older than “url. Fure
thePnore Nancy had for him 6 children, but 4 of them dled.
However the two women seem to be very friendly. lancy rowell

£y B is seen often at the coop shop where she stays talking and
| helping llarion.ir. lsasc refers to the both women without
enbarrassenent and I coudn't yet detect any difference 1in
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respect or sentiment.(For Nancy Fowell see F.R. 40).

Hils occupations. Mr. Johnson has an gextensive cultiva=
tion. He used to do talloring. He bought in 1946/47 a
picke-up which is called "George Washington". fe takes pas=
sengers from B.3av. to “alvern, usually on Wednesdays and
Saturdays. However these trins are not very regular. During
the tomato season he converted his plick up to a truck’and
carried tonatoes to sell to llonteso Bay and Faluouth from
the B.3av, district. Thls seemed to be a rather profitable
business. His pick-up aluost invariably breaks down and one
1s never sure when it will return. dr. Johnson has not got
& driver's licence. till a few months ago Jlifford Roye
was driving 1t. They quarrelled however and at present ur,
J hnson has a driver from New Forest. J hnson drives it
also at times : "To seec what I can do to get a licence."
Usually kimtrvx neither he nor his wife are at home which
gsecmns 1o be run by the daugiter Jean. At least she usually
answers when I call there, The mother spends all the day
at the shop and *“r. Johnson goes in te pilck up. His attitu-
de towards his children in general:

"The older (Lewelyn and Leo) can look after themselves.
The younger - all I can do is %o work and do my best. That's
my investment."

Progent liousehold:
gohngon lgasc head 40
Marion wife 37
Jean dau 17
Vearn son %3 e
Sagll son 1i VA ol ol g
| " Vancliffe son 9 _4/-¥LQ~M¢JW» %’k 2
SimpBon Valerie mald 15/7 (
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1 _runours sbout Teric 2 Johnson

- I asked todey why tho Co-opsrative shop in the villare
~ run ferxtim by ''rs ‘arion Johngon had been ~losed .
1 - Tor Beveral davs, -
'\ Mr Bourke of Jamelca Vezetables Ltd with wrom T was
E;-Egg,!mﬁmkins » &nd who arpears to be well informed as to
i%ﬁ{* 1P“31Vh3?F‘n1n88 save me the followinz story, telling me
4 that he had no means of knowlnsg the tuth of 1t, 1t was

. merely what hed been releted to im ty loeal people,

The story went that !Marlon nas Leen corrying cn &

- 1iason with '"» Davis of anderv’lie, who is nart
owner with 'r Johnson of a truck. They are partners
and the Davis is Johnason's hest friend. Davis

was staying for quite a while in Johnson's house,
188 Roach was noved out boruase he needed the roon.
It was Lhen these runours started. thev have teen
goinz on for months now, bubt nodody hes bLothered to
take much notiwe . Last week rs Joanson said thet
she was feeling 3111 and would have Lo ~o in to
Yandeville to see the doctor, as that was the onlr way
. 8he eould “e sure of zetting bLetter. She went

to anderville and hns “sen stayving there for ovarp

S5 days. It is reported that she is sufferinz from
gas or "wind", It is thousht by some peorle Hhet

she 18 extremely 111, and this may be the case.

The rumour now goes amnongst scme reople thatha is

not really very 1l1l, tuhas zone to stay st 'r Daviaz'
house, and is not starinz ot all 1n snv nursine home
as is beliny ziven out.

The 1ikelihood of this storr is not vory great. 'r
‘Davis 1is married, (I met botlh.at t.e Thom son wedding)
ard doss not live slone.
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15. 748,
TeOo

I was present the other day when the wife of Chsmw;&}
les iloye and David Vowell had a talk avout larion Johngon
They were Indignant that she loft the gbop shop unatens
ded and logkod with the soodas most noeded ¢speclally by
lras., Roye who is a baler and needs floure There was no
hint however about the staying of larion in handeville 3%
being of a romantic charaster. lirs. Soye sald “arion wag 4!
111 and suffered a lot, Her husband tesk her to Handevlile 4
le where she was for a day or two in the nursing home and &
stayed aftervard; with the Davises who 1ivs near the B
hoapital so she oan casily get thore o sce the dootor
et.c, '
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I heard that Johnson hag gtlll = othep child whom

he didn't uention to e during the interview of 15.6.48,
Pe 2 0f this FeRe It 13 his youngest son Goldin who
livea 1n the home, How he could have forgotton 1t I
don't lmow. He gave me Tirat the number of his children
and then ws procecded to tholr reapective others and Lo

6 ages of childrens I 'ave to investizate whether
0ldin exists ovr .of,
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Information from ILilian Powell.
F who interv.Issac Johnson on 21,6,48,
‘ Je0s 20,748,

Present household:

Johnson Isaac, %% 41,
Johnson Marion, wife, 37,
- Johnson Jean, dau, 17,
.| Johnson Very,son, 13,
_. dJohnson Basll, son, 11,
+Johnson Vaneliff, son, 9,
Johnson Golden, son 7, /
Sirpson Valerie, servant, 15, /domestic/ /

/

¥ /
N Johnson Isaag: father Sarmel Johnson /d/, mother Mandenn
. 33§§son /1iving in the same house but separate household/,
Isaae haﬁano brothers and sisters,
s riont father Thomas Roach /Outer Ridge/, mother
) d/e 1 Full brother: Louile Roach, Christiana;
1 full sister! Dotis Wilso, U,S5,A,; 1 half slster, Bricks F
Roaegh, Outer Ridge,

Valerie Sirpsont daughter of Egbert Simpson ARtrigoexin frov
Egocolaﬁe fole /not to be mixed with Egbert Simpson in

‘*\ Logwood/ and Adelaide Simpson in B,Savamnsh, Valerie has
a2 | e full sisters: NDeilta and Thelmn Simpson, living in Ju -
netionj end 2 half hrothers: Arvil South and Daniel South,
‘both 1living in Bnll Savammah,

Children of Tsasec and Mapio Isaas says 5 children in

_ he house are b: 8 wilfe and himself, But according to

E him he has only 4 lawful ghildren and 6 outside ones /per-
u heps Jean was bo n bgfore ther were merried snd hence is
sounted as "unlawful o}fila/,

He says that he hes 6 outside children but gilves detalls
only about 4 of them, wE

#8a8¢ Johnson’s outisde children: ‘
1., leo 3oﬁﬁson, by Nanoy Powell, Lives with the mother,

2e Curl Johnson, S TR/ » »5 2> 'y 99
FOI'nthese two |ee an, 3304:0.

3e Louie Johnsom, whose mother is Lettice Roye in Top Bull
vavannseh, Louie Johnson stayed for a2 time with his father
but was driven out after 2 byavl with & Bellerd’s Valley
boy who lost his 1ife in this fight,

4o A Johnson, whose mother was G,Cale 4in Tryell /she 1=
daughetrzof Preston Gale in Travall}.

Iravelsi Iseae Johnson went 4in 1944 to UeS,A,, spent

6 months, no savings,

Hpuse cultivations

velling house? ving rooms, zine roof, Occupies with
his femily. 3 rooys. The fourth room oascupled by his mother
Heudenn Johnson see ,Fam,Res,181/, Furniture: ° beds, 1 eat
binet, 1 table, 6 chalrs, 1 foot machine, 1 beaureau,

—
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Other buildings: 1 kitehen, 1 latrine, 1 shop /not stocked,
used as butchery shop by Caletus Simpson andhis brother

on Fridays, and as the work shop of ILeo Johnson, Iscae’s
outside son, who is the csb inet maler./,

1 gara v
r.§5z %:;aae Johnson ovms 45,5 aeres in 10 lots, Hgmoland -
6 acres, bought frgm L.S, /probably by his' father/,

All pest "woodland” - also bought in 1904 from “the Gobvern
ment ,
Trees, 50 mabos, 2 pears, 1 grape, ° pommegranates, Culti-
vations® 10,000 holes tomatoers - crop falled, 300 hills of
yams - diff, varietles, 1 acre cassava, 1”5 ac, congo.
1/4 ae, porn, 1 acre red peas, small emount of seweot potat
4nimals? 1 donkey, 2 milch cows, 2 calfs, i gteer, 2 pigs,
cupetions, Isasc is “van owner /co-ovmer , ru-s his
orge Vashingtom” to Mandeville 2 a week and to Black
Biver /1 a week/. Has no driving licence, employs & dri-
ver, "Not mmech earned for the pest year,
Marion Johnson is a clerk in the Cooper. Store. ”Salarv
very poor,”
%ggg%%gggi 50/~ a week for meat and groceries, Clothes
or the past year for all the household?: 180, 10 spent
on education of children, Nothing on health, o savings,
Religione Marion Johnson belongs to the Angl,Church,
0012 Isaae left the school at 6th stand, Marion
ssed o rd year T,P,exam, Jean Passed 3rd year ToF ;exam,

ern ksximxkhmx@ikhcxkanity and Basil are in the 6th stand,,
encliffe im the 3rd, and Golden in the 1st,
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