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' 20,X11.,1947,
l .0,
/- 12/26/32 p.8 1 19
;7 Rochester James head M,M, 50 3St,nliz, Co%our. ang%.
» Annie wife F,M, 53 14,12" v .
| » Olga dau F,S8, 22 1,1, " :
i " Lindon son M,S,20 " : :
5 x Burleigh son M,S, 18 - s »
" Louis son M,3, 16 " g ‘
» Monica dau F,38, 11 "
L)%

Owns llzacres in 3parcels : 83, 2, &1, In @
cultivable not used 5, grazing 13, others 2
of land and buildings: £44,

it 1 grape, 6 mamgoes,
1 donkey, 2 goats, 2 swine, -2 hens,

| Family history,

} father's brother,

James' economy,

He hasnt got time to plant more: he has
(yams and badoo) and goes three times a

Fam,Ree¢, 18

X farmer
W,2 homekak,
W,2 none
W.2 shoemaker
W 3 none
W.,3 none
We2 4,E,

ltivation 2%,
acres, Value

¥, Ztomatoes § acr = 300 lbs, 1 ackee, 3 avocadoes, 4 CO® n-its,

R 0,3 corn, ¥ congo peas, ¥ cassava, 4 sweét pot, % yams,

James' father was @imian ®ochester, He masviumxx and
the father of Laban and william Rochester were brothers,
‘ The old man's (3imian Rochester) home was in Green O-
D live - in its southern™end, James bought the land on
which he lives now, He bought it from his uncle - his

James ®ochester plants only about 3000 trees of tomatoes

to plant “food"
week fishing,

Thus he divides his activities into fishing, cash crop,
“Fishing -now and food, ke has a big boat in Alligator Pond and goes
P and in the ol- fishing with a crew of thres ( i,e, four alltqether),
| den days, "Grandfather was fishing and passed it to father, He is

dead now, but passed it tome - I am still fishing, but
I have three sons - none of them go fishing", He says
in olden times almost everybody was fishing, Only hig-
glers from the Basekd®emd" would ® me to buy fish, It is

é%mm&(/knxmzz since about 10 years that merchants from Kingston buy

Tfish - send their trucks, They give a better price
| than the higglers, "Going fishing for 30 years, but

younger people prefer tomato" Everyone

- going in his

| boat - has pods,(It is not clear whetrer the pods are
| his, or only he hmxxx is the owner of the boat and &
| numbe® of pods), Lvry one has at least 10 pods to look
each time, They are left in the water for 4 - 5 days,
James has at least 30 pods, The bamboo pods are for
the yellow tail fish - Inxwovkyxx in rocks one has to
use the mesh wire pods, Claston Rochester has 2 boats,

but he desnt g0 himself - he has a man
them,

to look after
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‘\ James estimates that fishing is a good business - for
' somebody who knows the trade, "You have fish for yourself
few occupations, and can sell - get & 1ittle money", But younger people
' prefer to plant tomato, since tomatoes started young peopl
dont care my more for fishing, James has three sons,
None of them goes fishing, One works at the factory, He
"looks after the engine", e is the assistant of the me=-
chanie who looks after the engines, Works all the year
round - not only during the seasmon, Yets £2 a week, James
thinks it is not much money - he could get more out of
fishing, but 1t is a good trade, He might be ® le later
on get a better salary - here or anywhere he goes,

Qﬂﬁﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂﬂ-“uﬂﬂ‘------a——--o-vhcn-u----- Rt it L e — -------u»—-.mq.u.u-nn—--.- -

Interview and walk with Lindon Rochester,
ﬂ 10010"‘:8.
Je04

Linddon Roechester came 40 take me to his tometo garde
An the Isaseland, (n the wey %0 the snot he explained
some detalls of his Tamily iife,
He 1s married /he did not mention whether it 4s ¢l1,
marriage or ®rxatmx logal one/. His wife 1s Memlin Lewis
' sister and lives with her brothere They have cgirl 4 years
M) old, His wife siays with her fomily, he lives with
his father, They plan to bulld Thelr om homs mm in
Lraseland, vhere his wife has 1 aere of land which she
got from her father, Lindon hes no land of his own. A1l
the land his father ovms remsins mdivided and Iindon
works on his father’s Jand km for his paternal house-
holde The place they vant to build their home vill be
inhablted by more peonle soone Hic bife’s brother built
elready & house for hiwmself in close vieinity to their
B | plot, so thev will heve compeny when they will move Lo 1iv:
over theres Now he worlzs +o help his wife and his wife’s
family as well ac to help hiz father,

Rt mooxdRe for i ovlen o x Fmese 2ot acorrd e

He hes shovn his eultivstions on his wife’s plot
when we arrived a% the 8pote The plot 1 acre in size me
lookcs more or less live an Irresularn square, 1/2 sere is
under tomatoos. 1/4 aere under congo peas. About 1,5 8q,
6he under yams and COoC088, 1 sq.ch. vnder fguinea pgrass,
A fleld of ecassava /1/4 aere in size edjoins his fleld,
This 1s also his cultivation, The land is not his, Tt
is property of his wife’s sister, but he svltivates it,
He does not pay any remnt for the land, bhut shares the
erop with the owner, They divide tha érop in two equal xNs
shares! one to himself and his wielfe, another o the

) wife’s aister,
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There is about 80 yem hills on hir yem fleld /oy
, estimate would be more modeyates/ and about 70 goeoes,

“) Tomato garden bears about 3500 holes, Vepleties of A
yams planted: “hite yem, liosella, nd Imees Afoo /two ¥kinds
of yellow yam/,

fomato fleld was planted this season /1947-1948/,
Yams were planted in June end July 1947, at the seme %ime
when his cassaws was planted, Congo peas were planted
“last year xgmxiz Aungust?, whersas potatoes om the same
fleld in June the same vesr,

Hext yoar his tomato field will be talten under
gassva, potatoes and eorm, Cassva will be ready in 12

D months after planting; when the fisld will be eleared
Fungoo pease will be planted there, Oungoo pess “wiil
stay « it 18 2 yeors erop, whieh soon will be reaped for
the first time /the first erop 7 months sfter planting/,
Cocoes will take two Yeers before they will be ready,
Yhm;na”a months, "Yam plot will be plented with yams
amm .

He does not sell mkMmwxzwmpxx his food erops, Tomato
is the only cashegron - other erops are ealled “home use,
self-keeping ocrops”, Next year he w111 plant his toamtoes
probably on his father’s lend, down in Duff House, He
showed me his father’s fields below the woed far away
et Duff House, There is= s lot of sultivations thewe, where
he worked togother with his father:! potatoes, gungoo peas,
sassva and othews, He will shere this erop, on his wife’

N 8 fleld with his wife’s and his father’s family,
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. Inf,: Dudley ®imspson,
ames “ochester's 14,4,48,
daughters, 7.0,

"Mr, James Sochester have some good 1loo=-
king girls: Maisie - the eldest, Alga, Delsie, Nel-
lion, Ylarice, ®ertrude, Moniea and"8ally",

~N

"Maisex she is Bagil Witter now, She was
along with Vincent %illiams, Has children for him,"

"Clarice marry in St,Jsmes and part with
her husband and is living now in Porus,"

"Gertrude married in Clarendon,"

. _"Monica along with George Washington dri-
ver “liffion Roye,"
M "Sally a young girl,"

Nellion is the girl with whom Dudley was
in love, The parents giftvwsrtxiimyiwxmzevyvhyevas
Wevweaxx were ageinst this freindship as Yudley was
a young boy then and didnt have a house of his own,
the girl was sent away, Evenfually she married in Kin
gston, Her husband went to America and married ano-
ther girl there, The American wife téok 2ll his mo-
ney when he came to Jamaica and didnt send for him,

Mxivioxyariwdx Nellion parted wi th her husband,

e = — = .



Her children:

-
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Fau.lea, 189

Visit at home Interv. Janes “cchester"and(ﬁostly)
4nnie Hochester, |
19,6448,

T.0.

Mre James fochester was in the yards I told him
I would Tike to gsee hig wife, as I haven't met her yet, He
led me to the kitchen, where Annie was making bamnles. 3he
invited me to sit on the low bench. “he excused herself
to have me in hepr kitchen, but she sald %that she heard I
was weeding the other day with Jano Jlupson "so you are
1ke omeof us, know our work so we are not ashamed,”
talks freely,is a pPleasant active woman. I conplinented
her en hor Tigure which is stralght and graceful in spite of
her 12 chlldren, "Everybody say I hove a pretty shape” ghe
sald "It s only teeth, I blow the fire and then fall off,
I put the plate here" and she showed ne her plate which
was hung on & woodon peg beside little tin tumblers,

Present housenold: (accerding to dnnie)

gochest.ar Jemes  head "over 50O
" Annle yife 54

o Linion gon 26
" Burleigh acn 23
% “erville dau "not yet 14"

Williams lioxsy greson 14
Witter Joan gr.dau 3 //A
\

Higgorz of Annie, #ie 1s the daushter of Qeor;e Oyer and
‘&Y Byer nee Sinclair. "y old home over thle Ridge vhere
my two brothers live™, "Charles “yer whoe live in Green Olive

18 my brother t00." I asxed about her sisters and brothers,
"Plenty, plenty of them, sone dead, soue alive." She had

5 full brothers: x= Charlea, Lindon, Rnnas,Alconan and Wile
lie, v igntcbNextxvzent. Ana 7 slstera: Rachel,ﬁthiine,
Arlietta(?) Susan, Thalia, Vera a still a othep one, whoge
nane I couldn't catch. 3 gisters xravivadx and two brothers
are dend, “he was brought up in her rarents home., 3he re-
members her young days as easier than her narried life.

I asked her how eid she was when she nwarried, After sone
mental arithmetic she said she 7838 19« "I had 1t hard, but
what do, I couldn't cut my throat." I asked why it was so
hard "Shildren them coming one after shether, and we have
At hard here, we live in 5 ham part of the worli." fhe last
sentence nust be a saying as I hear it fro: nany old women,
When she married Janes they first lived in the little room
willch 1s 1n the same building as the kitchen,"After a fou
Jears we bullt that house ang move." She had with hep
husband 12 chlldrea "12 of taen and every cne allve] "Nine
glrls and three boys". 3She Sald all her children were alive
because she is healthy. When children dile 1t shows that the
@other 1s not “ealthy. Hepr eldest daughter Maisie lives now
with Bazil Witter the shoemater. 3he had pPrevious 6 childr
Ten with Willlams and hag 2 with Witter. Yertrude ig 1mrrid
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to Macklakewhnd lives in Clarendon. “ertrude is 34 and is
8 30 she lives ir King

two years younger than -laisie. Delcy
ltah?and 1£ not married., She works there. lNellie married in
Kingston and lives there,” Her three daughters: “larisse,
Q%glg&&g and Olza live in Porus. Olga is married there to
a' r. illler. “larisse works as a bar mald., Yiolette hud
a Ghild with Witter, younger brother of Bazll. 4f erwards
she left for Xingston and umarried there, She was not happy
with her husband. "He didn’t treat her proverly"” So she
left the nusband. The ¢hild Joan she had stays at present
with Annie and James. "I take care of the child to free her"
Violette stays With her two sisters in rorus. They rent two
rooms and live together. Viclette hasn't got vet a resulerp
work. The youngest glefx daughter Morviile still goes to
school and steys with the parents. Monlea lives in bBulle
Savannah withe.....(?) Lindon married tre sister of Han
is. "He sleep there but is here a2ll the time". e apends
he day and eats at his purent's home. "I have it Jjust the
* {as before he umarried.” Burleigh works in the factory.
gc helps with the engine. "I harldy see him, give tea and
he is gone, comes for breakfast and is gone." Louis is in
the U.3.A. on contract. Asked which child 1s best for her
she said "All of them good, but the one most helpful is the
one that sta y8 in Kingston wi.ich is not arried., Not that
the other worse, but she 13 in possession to help." Annie
says she loves all her children Just the sane, whether they
are married or not. Her son Linton is_arried, but still
ghe wouldn t have a bammie she wouldn't sive helf to hili.
Everything-she cooks is for him too.
. Moxsy . 1lliams 1s Lhe son of .laisle and Yine
; . +his bo¥ stays with the grancparents who adop
ted him, Joan Is the daughter of Violette and ditter . This
Witter = younger brother of Bazil = "is a sweebt man®" he would
d1ke to get money without dirtying als hands, up and down
all the time. He doesn't help Lis child as he hasn't got the
money - he won't work, The mother Yiclette supports the ckix
¢hild, “ately Joan had something in her foot, ces were
swollen, - "the child walked on the head"™ it was 80 painful,
@ thought 1% was hookworm or other worm. She urote to
the mother sho "fret much about the bavy". the daughter
sald she will come and take the chlld to FPorus to go to the
dogtor, as now, since the road is bldcked the doctor doesnt
come to Bull-“avanaanh. Just when I was leaving the daughter
arrived. fomébady saw her on the hill opposite coming and
the boy lomsy was sent to neet her. "Run quick" said the
grandmother.  Annie had aznother granddaushter staying with
her - I couldn % make out whose dauchter she was. he chilld
was about 11, ®3he become rude and stubborn, the 26ther sald
to flog her, but I couldn't flogs a child, I fesl bad o
flasg & childe So I sald - you are the mother you punigh
her”, and the ctubborn child went back Lo her iother. Some
children of “nisie come for meals "all whe time”,
out the 1:ddle of our conversation Bazil WiLter
came, "e-brought a scale which he uended for “aqes putting
& tin piece in the slde. He had ome of his trouser-leg
rolled up high, because he had soue boils on hig lmee and
. above, that hurt hinm, He looks guite suart with whishers
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James and Annie like him obvicusly as they ghatted and
laughed together, Annie told hin about Joan s hook worus
and the child's mother coming, Wittop expregsed the osintion
that the child must have stepped into donkey s »1ss or
else some animal's bloed must have sprinkled~nt the foot,
as from those two causes n20st often Loes are swollen,boils
develop and it 1s very nainful.
4ll the time Annie was bugy with her Lazies
K Janes stood nearvy in the yarde. <he would agk him for sone
% .wood and he brought, ®ex:t 3he aszlied him to bring Joan, s
- nickers. Ho brought then, they were made of the sane pin:
material I saw all over .aisgie's home the other day. "Ang
I'11 ask the Miasis to help me"s I put the nickers on Joai,
. Who held her skirt high up dor the occaslon, She 1s a
© miee fat girl with a bulizing toany. -
A The Jdaughter Violette was already near, so I got
» | up %o go and said thal Jhiey would like probably to talk
o . with the dauchter whom they see seldom. "You uow what I
el Missis" saild 4nnie and invited to come .another tinme.
216 Would offer me a bamnie If I care for "our cooking here”
i , added I wmust be used to iifferent food. "We here have
tea early =oraning at 7y and at 11 - we call it oreaikfast,
and supper round 5, After that 1T you feel to have something
you have some tea bofore going to bed.”

(A) . %ggglngg T haven't been to tho house, only to the kitchen.
‘ e kitchen 1s gsmall and rather pawdy equipped. In the
sane bgﬂ}%@:;ﬁ*%%;m%ﬁg’m whilch serves as buttery

NOWe

Beside s cultivating and fishing James Rochester .
deals also in tobacco. He buys tobacco in “he distriect and
sells it in Kingston. “‘e said his brother Joshus, Rochestor
is the biggest tobaceco dealer in tho dlatrict and™he docs
it on a smaller scale.
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Information from Leo Johnson,
Interv, Aun Rochester,

XE 14,6448,

TeOs 298,48,

Rochester James, 60,

'Y m’ 28 54. Wifeq

o Iyndon, 26, son

» lervilie, daun, 14,
"1lliems Moxsy, grson, 14,
Witter Joan, grdau,, 3. 7

_ son of Simiam amd MArgaret Rochester,

‘ ott P Wx¥h  Nacholes, Charles, Jo-
shua, Panton, in CGreen Olive, Adelie / not owa where
she 1s mow/Berdie /Greem Olive/, Mirriamm /i/, Ome half
brother Joe Rochester probably dead, ~

thxihexmetherzxIzansxRoghaxtar
Aﬁ Roghe -ster :daughter of George and Mary Dyer, sister
ol “mnas and 'Algoman Dyer fwxRidmex and Cherles Dyer in
Ridge, fttxkm Sisters alive: Rachel, '"thline, Susan,
Apmn and James had 12 children, 3 living with them, Othey
children: Maisle Rochester,36, im Sha dock H111; Gerty, 34,
in Richmond Park merried to Char les liglaughling Nelly .
xRxigxy end Delsie, 30 in Kingstoh, , Clor s 29 and Violet
20p in Porus, Olge 28 married to Rudol Hiller im Porus;
Louis Rochaster in U.Svo’ Honiea 17 in BOSC?/.
Iyndon Rochester is married to Esmay nee Lewis, They have ¢
two children with her: Apdine and Panzie Rochester, both
living with the mother, Iyndon has two outside children,
by SylviawPerkins in Thateh Valk,
"1l1l3ams oxsy 1s son of Masie ang Damnile Williems, ddopted
by grendpirents, 'iiter Joan is mem daughter of Viclet
and Ruel Witter, also edopted by grandparents,

James Rochester w ent to Cubs in 1918, Iymdon to U,S,A,

in 1945, Brought some savings,

House: 2 houses, one ° rooms, another 1 room, Furm.: 3 beds
2 tables, 1 wagrom, 1 center table, 1 washstand, 4 chairs,
Kitchen, 1 tank,

-‘!?Igndt 17,5 aeres, 1,5 inherited, rest bought from landsett]

anmngoes Ces ° greemskins, 4 coconuts, 1 ackee, 2 pears,

1200 tomatoes, 112, 60 vemhills, 2 ag,cassave, Corn, congo,

red peas,

1 donkay’ | pig.

Fishing® James has a mimber of his own pots which hé

Epxx sets with his friemds, Goes fishi g twice yeekly,
Spendings on clothesixfwmk last year Amm

L5, Iyndon 1.8,10,, Burleigh L9, Merville L8,15, MNoxsy

12484 Joam L,3, On books 10/-, On ohildrenmss eduec, 12/-,

All the fame Jeh,/itn, Burleigh 1is cultivator, Iyndom

shoemaker and cultivetor,

In school: Merville and Moxsy,



