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4' “ 2 B Sen 7 e X
Ritbae Sing ~ &/ Cmonths
Lueille Perking Sige to 2L
- Esnie

Lueilde's children:-

é y HRochester Son 6

. Orrett Simpson ” 2

~_Jeanctte Cordon Dau. 4, months

ﬁ*(,\r— AR Birdie Sinclair Sister-in-  (does not know age)
§ : law t6 Eamie
9 der children :-
; c Choral Perkins Son 3
& - ( RicardoPeprkins » 6 months

o * o .
i-§ mﬁ(}%%a one of the poorest in the districts It is a %;}
~ 25 very crude building , rather small It is marvellous to .
know how the house can acconmodate the members of the ”
;; ' house hold . Looking in the house there was no sign of
% , furniture any where « 411 that could be seen was the eart.
i en floors The walls of the houmse are an imm imitation
? S - spanish wall « The roof is thatched ® b

“hat served as kitchen is a shed made of coconut
B leaves with the help of a few little trees that are used
3 is/ 88 postss As far as could be seen it mix/only the fire d 4
N place and the pot that the kitchen ean really hold o The
&\ j e folks who were looking after the meal were altogether in
of # the sun and not in the kitchen ,
§ iwo or three yards behind the house that has been B
4 R described above there ls another house ifm in much S6

condition tlLan the former one o ‘here coudd be secn a be
without a mattress with o bunile of probadbly old clothes
& that is used as the mattress . Birdie and her childre
live in that roum 4 while Kamie 4 2amie's sister and
) thelr children 1live in the other houses ,

R

| .- ATY 2 children were very dirty , their
cldthes being painted with dirt and mango « The children
scarcely have clothes to wear , they go with just a 1it
shirt that can -asde barely cover the upper part of the
body o lothers and children look ?alr starved , and com-
lained of hunger all the time was there ey ate ti

o ot
T B

meal they were cocking and still complained for
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after finishing it » One of Xix Lucille's son is
covered with scratches , in his head he has little patch
BE of sores » le is very thin .

Birdids body is covered with scratcies too s on the
wiiole mothers and children are in a most miserable statcg

Esmie.
To earn her living Esmie used to trade on fish «She
; : bought the fish at Alligator Pond and would sell to the
B people mof the Pistrict , She tradeson fish when the
B 3 ¥ tomato crop is mm offe During the erop she workedat the
p | factory in the shed , selecting fruits at 2/- per day «
She has been woriking at the factory for quite a few years.
t present she ds breaking stones for the road at Ridge.
2 deos not know hov much she will get for her atonaa_,,
as ¥ they are not measuring as wete She contributes to thi
' house hold with a little help from Birdie and Lueille
| i) | when they sun afford it + “hen they cannot she has to do
it alone

. Luciile

| he does every"little thing"to make a living  She

| washes_ and werk in the field weeding grass at 1/= 6 per
day « She has not done it for this"good timg "« She |
washes~most ofthe time for liss “dna Dyer . She works by
the day getting 1/~6 per day « She has a ver=young baby -
Just four months old 4 and cannot x work as yete She live
off “gmie for the ~resant .

T : .Bl!‘d;e . »

% 2 r Shg lives at Lemie's house fEmmXy without paying ses
rent ¢ She dees not work , except occasionally she
vashes =for any one in the “istrict , .hich is not very
often « She is helped by two of her clhildren's father
Lodrick Perkins.

tivatione. ‘ '
Enm%a cultivates jusi a swall portion of €68/F¥ corn

and peas on the land t{hat she is living . She céuld not
plant more than what I see "pecause me no did have '
more seed , andthat can this but feed we fe one day ".
She is living on her father's land . .

“‘...,7_Tf__+——~
s L e : 5
=]
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Eamily Historye - Rsmie and Lucille .
Leanora Holness called "Coolie" Holness their »
Lovedey Perkins their father '

Esmie does not know where hepr father 1s ’_ o

— i ot
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slck in the hospitai®with her kidney "

lier mother's children.
Lovell Byer whp lives very near to “smis

Lodrick called"Vernon" Perkins
Hergelf

Lucille Pcrkins

Clarice "oy who is living her avnt Margeret Holness.
Egmies

Esnle grev kX with her grand mother Rebecea Powell .
Grand mother took her when she was a little baby « 8She

stayed with her until the grand mother died , "Before me
grand mother dead me fall and have Yvonne f& Cecil |
Simpson « “hen me fall me  rand mother quarrellx fe the
first , but after ward she stopfmmx". She had her Tirst
child at her grand mother's home o She did not live with
Cecil for any time o 3he had a second ehild for Cecil,

She next had a child for sStanford Sinclair 9 FEEXNER
tkkwivonexfax She hac not lived for any time with any of
the children's fatherse She gets the children and that is
all o At present he is X 1iving with no one . Her last
c¢hild is the only one that is getting any support . Her
g ané mother died fuur yeara ago » and since then she has
left her aunt's place o Her/@id not like the way the two
sisters werc having children “one after the other " in
her house « €he built a liitle house on her £x father's
land and rcmoved to it o She built the house herself .

She d41d not go to school s "me prammy did poor and
couldnt manage fo send me « She no did have any help , be-
cause him husband did dead and leave him with pPlenty
1ittle pickney". ;

-

Lvecille .

She also grew with her grand mother « Then she went ¢
stay with Hisg Birdie Powell , spending three years there
hekping to take care of a little boby « She was not paid
in cash , she was cared in return for hep service o, She a4
did not go to school "for me did sick when me little , and
when me better me did pass the 2ge « She had her first
child when she was about 18, "le did little but no so 2dsd
littie , a because me did sick make me no grow more ",

"Whea me fall me grandmother , me aunt llargeret
me uncle “oeil Holness quarrel and me aunt znd unecle
'ouldatt;rg‘me out , if no 4id fe me grand mother . Th
say me ai ve any right fe go have pickney so soon", Tt
father of her firat childa is Ronald R : "Him | ﬂ‘
ly wi' mind Harry , and them a rich people , t
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but a the money them no want fe spend . 4 only now
and then him give i' any little thing § Harry went to his

 father's yard one and was chased out by some one at the

yard ¢ "From that me ro send him gc backdey § Ronald is
bullding a shop very near to where Luecille is Ldving »
"Perhaps whan him finish the hewse- shop him wi' t ke
hinfe stay with hém , and that time him wi' sned Bim go a
school™, Ronald has another girl fiiend ,"an' a hit make
him no want fe notice me , and because the other £x girl
mas'e higher 'an me ",

Like Esmle , Lucille did not live eny time with her
children's fathers « She had her zecond child by Clifton
Simpson ¢« He supported he well s then deserted her for
another girl fikiend - Clarice Pitter, Lucille's aunt and
uncle stgrted to quarrel when she was expecting her second
child e left the aunt's home and went to her sister
Esmie's house « Jeanette her last baby is by Ezra Gordone
Ezra has not given any thing to the ehilgd since the birth .
Seeing that she is so unlucky to have the children, and
not goctting any help Lucille said@ "me na have any more
this a the last one (pointing %o the baby ) me dey have .

Interviewed iLucille Perkins

& Birdie Sinclair .

Paying another vicit to Esmie's home , Esmie was not et
home « She would be back soon Lucille told me e Lucille
was sitting on the ground , her baby in her arms s and the
other children sitting around her « She about five or six
mengoes that were not preoperly ripe s and a knéfe o She

- was very busy peeling the mangees and giving to the chil-

dren while sle vwas cating some hereddf o She gave some
alsd to the baby four months old » Asked 1f the badby was
eating it m too she said "a the Tirst me dey give him it"
which perhaps 1s not very correst . 3

The children after finishing the mangces started to
Cry « Lhey wera hungry s Prpbaly that was their first
meal for the day « ‘he children ate/um s greedily not
allowing even the skin to waste . h.‘u;g Luciile was
souewhat reluectant to answer when spoken to , howevepr .
after a vhile she started to talk in a more friendly mmn -
nere Jirdis cam- around the house at the same saying,"hi |
you cun back cum m look fe we ",

o ai
Lucil%e feeds her baby on goat's milk s "cCaan

the cow's milk . Her sister has a2 goat for one of h::y
childvren « Sometimes only the milk is given to the baby
and sometimes it 1o glven cormmeal porvidge with the milk,
She weaned her first child when 1t wes three years olde
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The second sne vimn it wvas two years . “he does not
- > know what time she wiil wean this one ¢ She does not give
- her children food to eat until when they are walking »
Her firet child starsead to walk when it was nine months .
Birdie.-Family listory. s
Charles Sinclair her father

Rebecea Sinclair her moth:=p

B 's_children. Age
ce Yyer -for Edmond Dyer 14

___ ——— :
. TR s
Sl ol ;

3 sl o

George Powell * Ramus Powell 15

Gloria South or" PhialipSouth 11
Yimpaon

Iven Simpson, * - L8 10

Choral Perkins " LodrickPerkins 3

RicardoPerking " s . 6 months

g;p_g% was living at her parenss’ hooe s but they have ty
turned her out of the home » She had her/three children
at her parents home » and when ghe was expecting the
fourth one thay turmea her avay » They told hepr siie cou.d
- not stay in the  ard to 1ave so many ® children s "they
ecant cut au with it anyxalonger " , With that she left the
Ce

At that time her uncle Sammy Xoy was alive , so she
went %o his home and stayed there for some tive o Her
uncie dled and then she had to leave the house, “he had
two more child en while she was at her uncle's place,

FNot having snywhere to stay and nmt seeing that she hag a
ehild for Esmie's brother she asked Esmie to allow hepr '
to stay at Ler house » She has been staying R there for a
long time now . "ue though go baek go ask me barents fe
take me back , me no know if them'wi' take me ",

e |

,&ﬁa_;:%&_ her first child is staying with the grand fath
rles Sinclair, Clatice's father is not supporting he

‘he grand father has adopted Clagice .

%d«s Rot stay with his mother , e is with hig
gr ther Sarah Becey at Thateh Walk ., Sarah is his
father's mother , *

G ~and_Ivan ®impson are children of Phillip South,but

gloria 1s staying with lirs Lily Love . Lily took hmk her
from the mother to stay wiht her o The works for I, an(
Lily cares the child , ,‘ o 11? and

lvan toohubomntayingv at lirs Jane Dyep for - last
seven months . Jane took him from the mother , Bo“f;.p.
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ported by Jane .

ggx_?l and Ricardo are with their mother o Their father
maintains them X all the time o

Perking father of the last two children used to
ive at/Clifton ®oy'd , He has remowed to Crosg Roa's to
live there , and to work for one lir @ Crammer, ¥r Crammer
is the husband of “"Limpie"Dyer , and Limpdée is cousin to

Lodrigk , bim-ie !r Crammer is crippled and cannot work
80 Lodrick will be working his land for him . It may be
done on parinershly ¢ Lucille who told the stopy does not
know how he will get hispay « Lodrick used to help Zsmie
and Lucille well before he had his chéldren . "But since
him have fe him we caan look fe him help we so much now."

Clement Holnegs

While talking to Lucille Clement passed thréugh the
yard . le stood for a while gazing intently at me e Withes
out saying a word . e gave a grunt of disgust and then
started off again . Reachingthe sate he stopped and turn-
ed towards us in the yard « In a commanding tone he
shouted to me ," you no know e , you no know"Grandey" 9 -
Not knowing neither of the tvo he said »"abhow wunno (we)
mean fe dey walk x- up and down every day dey bury people
neme in a book and no know them hame o Me tired feo see
UNno » No say we dislike unno , bu we tired fe unno ask
ve the heap a question , IT unno fe ask we 8o much
question gi' we something out a wha' them dey pay unno
and then we mm wi' talk and full the book ",

Clement begsed for some thing and he got a cigarette
on getting the cigarette » he started to talk more XIBAExXy
friendly and quickly invited me to come to his yard one
evening o iie will have more time in the evening to talk $e
"and gi' you a long story".

Lemie's attitdde, -

Esmie who was just coming from Mrs i1lda Dyer's
home where she was helping to preparc corn to make lunch
for the men working on the road . Realizing some one was
at her yard she got vVery cross and started to cumse «"lie
no have no time fe answer any dam question , me have me
business fe do , me no have any tine 4 When you fe ansve;
question you fe ha' you hmmx belly full .And you na get
any thing out a this heap a gquestion . Every day the dam
question , quest on . Any body eome ask me question must
ha' fe pay me fa me ha' fe full me belly fe sit down fe
chate Yesterday me spend whole half day dey answer gues-
tion , me ha' somebhing fe do mope 'an fe answer questiomy

_.—-——_\
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Interviewed Lucillé Perkins

1 pald another visit to Esmie's home , she was not at
home , but had gone to help prepare the corn at Hrs Dyer!?
for lunch for the men on thg road, working . Lucille
sald she does it every daye She 1s paid by the day
Lucille does not know how wm@ieh she gete for the day .
Esmie does not take hermoney until the end off the week.

Lucille was in the same position as on a previous
visit, eitting on a box at the door with the children
around her o Again they werc crying for hunger . Harry her
first child had a penny in his hand and wanted to soend i
it « The mother told him to take it "and go down a Miss
BJane go buy mango". Harry did not obey .

7o earn her livigg too Lueillec BE plaits straw .

She buys the straw at Alligator Pond or the new markst
(that is Tpp Hill ) , at 64 per dozen o Yhen the orice is
good she x can sell at 16 yds for a 60 s but sometimes
the price drops to 4!4 or 3a for 16 ydse She sells the
straw xr at her house "pecple pass all the time and ask
for it ", She sk has not done straw plaiting for"tids
good time ". When the straw arc kept for a long time they
become red and eannot be sold casily .

During iajor Moxsy's time she used to work <for him
weeding grass mand attending to the tomato s by putting tr
them on sticke She was paid 64 per daye She has not done
any weeding lately . She does washing most of the time
Bow » when she happens tof work .

Attiflude to the children

Asked who chastised the children when they are
naughty « Lueille does not chastised them "for them no
rude 5 if you come dey and no see them you can hardly
know say pickney live ya . A little time after Harry and
Orrett were playing with the baby #n the mother's lap ,
each of them wanted the baby to himself . They started to

Harry started to ery and ro$l in the airt o« The mothe

|/ took a bit of twig and gave him a few more strikes . That
1. made Harry cry louder » the mother in a Jeering manner
' sald to Harry "wey y.ou no go home to you Puppa , see you

Puppag shop dey wey you/go sell corn meal and flour in
ggzb Seotgpee ?:gg in dey wan' serve/fgo sell them wha' e
m wan . shop has nothing likegoods Just the

frame of it is there) , - .

Lucille was very pleasant to day < She said in quite
a friendly manner ,"you caan find Esmie home all them ya
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Dudley Simpson added some details concerning Esmie
Forkins, Imeille Pepkins and Birdie Sineleir,

All these three girls are in a wvay one family., Esmie
and Imecille are sisters, Birdie Sineclair is along with
their brother Vernon /ealled also Lodris Perkins,

They live in two hubs, One 1s inhabited by the sis-
ters, another by Birdie Sinelair, %mo? Perkins anda
their shildren, Their hut was bullt by Vermon Pericins,
Previously Birdie Sinelair used to live in ome hut with

e and Iumeille, but when she was”making a beby” for
ernon Esmie ”could not tolerete” h?h it /giving birth
to the child irn their ¥mk erowded hut/ , ”so Vernon had
to put a hut for her,”

Esmie Perkins had together &xixitdranmt 4 children:
S for Cecil Simpson, Robert’s son, and 1 for Stanford
Sinelair, Charles’son and brother of Birdie Simeclair,
Three Cecil’s shildren stay with her, And also Stanford’s
thld - B hby.

Imgille Perkins has 3 children: dne for Romald Roche -
ster, Joshua Rochester’s son; another for Cliftom Simpson,
Ethel®s somn, The third /4 months old/ 1s for Ezpa Gordon,
living nearby in Windy’s rhouse in Logwood,

Birdie Sinelair’s children: the first for Edmend Dyer
- the same that was alom with Edna Sinelaip, daughter
of Philip Sinelair in R4 bit Town} this ¢child ~ Clarice
Dyer is staying with her grandparents, Charles and Ree
beasca Sinelair, Next child was Ceorge Powell - for Rae
mis Powell, son of* Sareh Banton amd Hubert Powell /Over
ﬁ;‘;"/’ This child is staying with his grandmother, Spyah

ton, Oloria South was for Philpp South, grandosa of
Benjamin Heath, Philip South i1s living with the old Ben-
Jamin, but his daughter Glorias !!lhéhx is probably
staying with the mother, Dudley does not kmow anv thing
about Ivan Simpson, son of Birdie, Her two last children
are for Vernom Perkins, brother of Esmie and Ineille,

Esmie and Imeiflle have another brother /half-brother,
Lovell Dayer, His fxkae father 1s Ahmas Dyer ama he is
living in his father’s home,

Fathers of all these children living in this come
pound are: Cegil Simpson, Romald Rochoster, Cliftom Sim.
pron, Stanford S elair, Egra Gordon, Rsmus Powell,

Philly South and Vermon Perkins,

Dudley estimates the fathers ‘contributions to the
maintenance of the children very low, "They get a 1ittle -
sometimes a basket of cassava, sometimes 64 or a shilling”

= naver regularly, Cecil has alsoother outside childyren
énd he is a poor man, Stanford Sinelair ”gives mope supe
port.” Imeille Perkins is deseribed by Dudley as Ysuf'fe -
rer”: "Ronald Rochester dont support and Clifton Simpaon -
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poor econdition and having some children,” He 1s along
with a girl living in *s’f'igbort Bent’s home, "The girl
have one child and making & baby mow,” Also Ezra Gor-
don who works for "indy Elliott is in & similre gitu-
ation, He does nmot earm much and has ”s girl in the same
71lbert Bent house with a baby for him,” Dudley S8impson
seems to take the sitauation of these girla and their
children quietly and with 1ittle sympathy: "11fe 1= how
you make it,”

He mamymymibomxxamxintsws told us an intmathf
story how Ceeil Simpson managed to master a diffiecult si-
tuation into which he hes been brought in by his love
affairs, Besides his 3 c¢hildren with Esmie Perkins he
has also 3 children with Doris Sinelair, sister of Stane
ford Sinelair and swme daughter of Charles and Rebeeca
Sinelair, /He was also in friendship with Hagzel Roche~
stor’ but the child is for Bradley Rochester, not for

®

Esmie Perkins tried to get her alimomy rhrough the
court, “"The girl took him 3 times to Malvern - he always
™un awey from the swmons,” Onge it happened thet both
girls - Esmie and Doris - went together to msmmkxw the
oourt “with 6 children” - ”he had to Tum away o”

i hxdl escaped any consequences having had help

of and Obeahman, ”The only way he could get rid of 1t
- he went to M roon Town in the Cockpit and he have
a talk with e man, a sclentist, He put 1t to the nen -
his case « and the mem said he would help him, Charged
him a2 mewst cartain ampunt. When the summons drew in
lalvern to serve on Cecil Simpson, instead of the sum-
mons to serve on Cooil“fixnpaon the men in Maroon Towm
draw it to him: fo to ®aroen Town -~ he Just took everv
one and 80 he helped him, It cost him 1ittle monmey,”
How mush « Dudley was not able to say or guess, Any how
it was less than 1f he hag to pay meintemance, The usual
maintenance money is 2/5 each child every week . it
would be 15/« a week, This according to Dudley no men
af can stand,

NB, For other details concerning Esmie and Imoille
Perkins see Family Rescord 128 p.2,3,
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