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‘Interve with Vie flembhard.Also inform from: Judith Ro
1.7+.48. chester(sister) & Ida Linton (sist in law
TeOe |

Vie flenbhard 1s the daughter of #mna and Arthur
‘i&ﬂﬂ!ﬂb (see F.R. 10) pPassed her NUVEYEVEX New houw
se a week ago, It is in dock H1ll high up on the
border of Dunder Hill. The two=room house has been re-
cently bullt. There 1s a provisory kitchen as the buil
ding for the kitchen is not yet finished. Into this
house moved presently:

Nembhard ¥iolette F.Sep. 32 head
Powell Winston MeSe 5 son

¥iciette married 8 years ago Luther Newbhard,

but they couldn't get along. Cne of the cauBes of the
misunderstandings was the sother of Luther who stayed
in the same home, Luther lives now with his nother in
lower ‘“1dge. Violette didn't have children with her
husband, whom she left and returned to live in her pa=
rent8' home in Dunderhill. : A

- She use fo work in the factory during the sea=
son in the wrapoing house. In Deceuber 1946 she moved
to her brother's home Ezra L nton to be nearer to the
factory. She stayed there fof 18 months till now when
she moved to her own house,

Her ¢hil She had a son with Eumanuel Powell who
died last year. Ylolette was very sick at her confi=
nement. "Three days I was in labour. From Sunday %11l
Wednesday." They doctor sald her bones were too near
each cther and 1t was dangerous for her to have any
more children., Vielette had her child in the Mandew
ville nursing home, Everybody thought that the child
andl?grsglr willl dle. She had 42 injections "It saved
my S

freventive meagures. As the doctor told her not to
have children agaln she didn't have relations for thre
@ years afterwards. But "you can't fight the nature"
and "two years this Becember" she had an operation -
which will prevent her to have more chlldren. I asked
her whether women in B,lle3avannah = who complaln seo
often of having too many children - don't know of
preventive measures. "They know, but they are poor,

it 1s expensive all this apparatus - and carelessness!

;@1&9 hergelf preferred to be sure and have the opera-
on. »




agle woman. Ylolette is the only
zle ' Bull=-Sgvannah whoalthough without
a man in her household seems to have and to feel a
standing of her own, Her free and friendly manners
mildly authordtative show she is the master of her
life. 2 It is true she has the backing of her well
off faunlly. Her father Arthur Linton gave her the
plece of land to build the house, for which she pald
from the tonato earnings in the factory. I do not
know yet what are her regular means of subsistence,
however morally she is independent. :
She spoke with great love of her son. ‘e weighed on=
1y 2§ lbs when he was born. For two years he would
throw up anything he ate. “ouldn't take anything ¢
with milk t111 he was 1}. But now he is growing nice=
1y. _nd how intelligent he 1s, He has an excellent juler
norys 1,© quarreled with his cousin one of the Ezra
Linton"daughters, because she called me"lirs, Biscult"
Vioiette says that her little son didn’t like the
name so distorted., He calls me lrs, Obreski and wants
Lthe other children to do so. And he travelled a lot.
Violette always takes him on little excursions she
nakes, #hx

tri Violette went tc other parishes

ust for plecasure, She would g0 with the cricket team

to visit other places." After this touato erop she
Was 80 tired she declded to "take a little wacation".
he went to friends to Salaclava and from there to
&lbert Town. She nows there a lr. William who used to
drive the truck to the market. She was also in West-
moreland with the cricketers.

She came to-day to her sister's house as she had_some
Businnsg to her brother in law &aban Rochester.

ivian "itter is working at her'kitchen to-day,.SHe
left her son Winston at home with a 1little girl who
usually stays in her parents' home. That girl is the
daughter of her late sister adopted by another sister
Ltheline, 1iolette invited the little girl to stay with
her for a Tew days. "And she likes it, they play with
my boy." Violette invited me to come and see her new
houses “he was sorry she wasn't in when I passed it
the other day,

The n bourhood. 9paaking of the young carpenter Vivi
ian Wgttar I said I-knew his uother a very nice oldrls
dy. "People are nice here - nige if they like you.¥You

come plain = not fussy 80 they like you.But if they
don't 1lilke you you won't hear a word from them,"
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: told me that Violette got a plece of
Mfr:lﬂmud;?mn "for the boy". ti.nbdq
wm.rhqdontknowhawmhu is; it hasn

been yete.
Violette mﬁm“ buiﬂ.“?nw ﬁmtgf'tulg.hh.
o og L L
m t::bmr and plcntmo around h:lp hers
young men say an energetic woman
ﬂuro are some like that in the district", But vén
t&hﬂtlu.tntallmthommqthewly could think
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Visit at home. Interve §lolet Nembhard. -
164T+48.
T«O°

I met Violet on many occasions when I was wak
king in _haddock Hill. She always asked me when I will
come and see her pew house. I came there to-day at about -
noon. The little Bezrik Linton (the outside son of Ezra
Linton) whom I me® at the Holnesses led the way. ¥x jl

Violet was in her kitchen. I could see her 3

e

ﬂ
2

i
as there are no walls yet. Only the structure and the fs
window frames. The is no "fire table yet, and the fire
is made on the floor. A pot was on a provisory shelf- ]
table,She was taking pleces of meat out of 1t, put them
into & bamnle and ate thems, er little son "inston was
sitting on a stone., Hls plath was on a wooden box, “hen |
we came Violet gave a bam: ¥m and some meat on a plate
to Bezrik. the

A young man was digging/earth behind the
house., fle was the outside son of Richard Edwards. The
earth was dug to prepare for the masons who will come
on Monday to make the kitchen wall. ‘e was also asked
to come for breakfast and got on a plate meat and bame

oy«

Violet apologlsed for the state of the kie
tohen. "I even don't sit to eats When I am finighed
with all this work I will sit and eat nicely." "fter i |
everybody finished the breakfast she asked me t® come
to her new house. It has a a shingle roof, which is atl
rather rare here. (Thatch or zine is used). iolet said |
she liked shingles they are cool and keep loHg. She ‘

pald £ 6 for them Just to sover this house.

fler room,

There 1s one room with a red cement floor,
A very blg bed covered with a pleasant print. One big
table on which was standing a hand sewing machine, and
some glasses etc. and photographs. “nd this is my "bue |
reau” she sald laughing and pointing to the improvised
structure next to the bed. There was a barrel on which
a small trunk was xtumitngx put flat. This was covered '
with a white embroidered serviette. On it was a big mirs
ror, a green enanmelled brush and hand mirror (from a
“merica - a friend sent it) an alarm c¢lock showing the &
right time a blg Bible and a few other prayer books, alg
Jehovah Witness "Let God be true." Over it on the wall
was hanging a calendar with to-days date marked, Ina
corner a broom (the first I saw in Byll-avannah, They
always use a few branches to sweep the fioor) Between
the door and the window a very ingenious contraption fo
clothes: two boards - one on top the other on the botte
to which all round a printed malerial was fastened with
a BY¥ttx perpendicular slit to take the clothes out.Unde:
it were a few sultcases. |

-




Ihe brother If her brother

ot g
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ﬂggzgfgfsigx In the corner there was a washestand with
a bas bove it two pairs of towels, each pair embrois
gered differently.

Her trunk

xiita On her bed were some pleces of printed arti-
ficlal s2lk and sewinge She saild she put it there in a 5
h rry, as she sent off just now a parcel to Balaclavae i
The parcel contained a pink nightie she made for a t’*‘!y;
friend. he wanted to show me some other things she has %
sewn and®embroidered. 2

On the top compartment there were Winston's i
py Jamamas, some good little sults etes This "iolet ex- '
plaine to me is ready in case he has to g0 to"the hospl~
tals “he always keeps these things ready "#n case". i
The things he wears every day are kept in a iittle sulte
¢ase which 1s tnder the "hanging warderobe®. We proceedd
to examine the contents of the lower strata. Here Vio=
let keeps her things which might be necessary in case
she has to go to the hospital. A few nightles, a bed jxzv
Jacket, some towela‘ some sheets. "Some people they
would ﬁorrow, I don"t 1llke that, I like to © every=
thing ready and prepared." Here alsg-she keepd the )
things she sews for herself or for other people, There |
were some §1ghties well cut in bias and oarefulli fi-
nished, ome material for future garnments, a lov
leather memeswyx case with toilet equipment zalso a
present from America) Some cotton wool and bandages.
%verything was neatly folded and things of one kind put

ogether. She 1s very methodical in whatever she does.
e:ter we have seen her latest work she put everything

c¢ke Covered the trunk with a serviette and put ano=-
ther ofie on top. “he explained that the good one is
govered with another one "for the dust". Now while the |
house 1s being built there 1s a lot of dust coming into |
the room, glsht at the door the is a heap of lime and
she has to sweep many times a day the floor, and the
dust covers the furniture etec.

Planning

Pmm_housh
the building in which the kitchen is being

made there will be another roome This will serve as a 4
dining-room. "Then I will keep thls room nice and clean§ |
The house cost her a lot. But she is very pleased to i
have her own place. And it 1s for the child "His father
dled, so if I had to l#ave him now he would have a place |
of his own where to sleep." # : ;

Doctor" (Linton) who 1s in Ame-

rica were here he would help her a lot with the bulle |
ding of the house. !¢ always helps her. "But he can.hoqu
me even better from America." "Doctor" is her favourite
brother. "He 1s not much after the women, at least he
doesn't care much now. Perhaps he will change the mane
way.But not now." He is in America and intends to s
there as lpng as "they will " '
back he will stay with the
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there, He 1s the one of hér family with whom she lives
the closest, "hen she gets the plcture of herself and
the little ﬁinston she will send it to "Doctor",

Of al¥ the uncles she loves best uncle lMoses
(Elliott) "He 1s my darling uncle."

geg childhogg. ~ parental 4
olet was brought up by her/grandmother - thaxx p
in K*ngston. The o0ld lady was from Balaclawa. She never

lived here in B,11 Savannah. Violet's father came here
with his father. The grandnother lived for 13 years in
Kqngston and she took "iolet there. Violet went to
schools After the school she learhed for 6 months Sew=-
inge But also in the school she was %Mx she learned -
quite a lot of sewing. _Skexx When the grandnother
dled she had to léave Kingston and came to Bulle3avane

nahe
ger occupationg,clothes and day-table. i
@ preiers to stay in the country to stay:gg
in the Sown. "I am on zy own here." And people

round are "Your people". On Monday the walling of her
kitchen will be mades Well it fs just Mr. Richard Ede
wards the nelghbour, Ezra Linton and "Teacher" (Her bro=-
ther from J nction) and Arthur Lynton her father who
will come. Your of themy and 11 famnily or neighbours.
She is worrted because to~day the cow was killed in

B lleSavannah and she didn't succeed in getting meat.
AHd one can't get even salt-fish, How is she going to
feed the four men who will come to work at her kitchen?

- She works all the day. Yesterday she had a ‘
pain in the side. "It's from worry and I carry gtones :
fronm the hill." She works also in the fields. “he could
eat at Ezra's but i1t lsn't worth while to g0 there.>he 1
wouldn't be able to do all she has to do at home Af she
were to go there for tea breakfast and dinner,

In the evenings"after I put him to bed! I wash
and put my house-coat - it is one room you never know
who may knocl at the door and I sew sometimes till
11 and 12," { he showed me her new housecoat. It is a
iong robe with a floral pattern with a zip.-fastener,

he showed me also the old one. It was lovely when it
flas new, but now it 1s faed and torn in places so she
made herself a new one. Now for the dirty work around
the ho.se she put an 0ld dress. “he doesn't dress when
she goes to the shop "It would leok funny". *he good |
clothes she has when she travels, goes to see friends i
én Balaclava or for special oceasions in BYll-Savannah,
he showed me two pairs of stockings. she got them ag '
& present, her brother brought it from America. But
here you couldn't wear them, would be torn after one
day wear,. - y
She 1is sewing for the teachers here and for the
lady at the factory. She sews for people in Balaclava
and Kingston."Here in Bull Savannah people don't ap pre- |
clate your time, :hoy ask you to sew for them, you have
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leave your work and they don't understand 1t takes your 3

Q)' time, It costs time." 4

_0_93_.;1_1_._035 on_women,

"I am the only woman here that works in the field 4
with machette. And look the other day I sold my !scallim 4
for 25/«, It helps me a lote But here girls they won't %
do such work." Violet sald that girls here wumi¥x con= 1
| slder 1t as a disgrace for a woman to "work with the ma=
2 chette in the field," 4nd the girls: they make one child
\ or two, and after that "They live with a man for the 1lit

tle they can get." "They can't find their place," (statu

1 8till they would rather do that than to work in the
g ield . Violet - she can do everything. “uring the sea-
\ son sha works in the factory. she can gew and it bring: 3
‘; her "a few useful shillings". She looks after her bui {

\ ding, she works in the fleld. And she 1is good at nursing

4’ yeoplo. Here the girls start td® have chlldren early,
N hey develop early - it's the sun." Girls start to deve=- |
lop (have menstruation) at "11, 12, 13 =tx that's late",
I asked her whether there are some who have their first i

‘ 3

~menstruation at 14, "Perhaps there are some, but it
must be very anaemie." The chinese girls they develop
éven earlier. One or two years earlier than the Jamaie i
can girls, A

) , Bainions on marriages

I asked her whether she intended Lo marry again,
"A good husband - it is difficult to find." She married |
once, " 80 I had to leave him and start all over
again, 4g:y don't appreciate you," Unless it 1is & good
husband' she prefers to have none. "Nature" that's a dife J
ferent question. One can't do without "nature", (Sexual
relations), |

) | Her chila »g

"I have that one and have nothing to regret,"
"Everybody tells me there isn't a child of his age in
Bull-Savannah so developed." "He can help ¥hinm

\ ry .

- dlete "I don't mind what I eat, but he nmust have hi,'-
/ milk every day." "Without proper food the brain can't

/ develops" She buys him medecines too. After we came to

the room tpo little boy came and asked for his bottle

; : of pills, "iolet gives him caleium pills, The boy hasg

N 2 bad teeth (the first oges) so she wants strengthen the

\\ones which will come, She yas very pleased to hear that

oy son had alse very bd first teeth and noy he has
/nlce and good teeth, "I buy him all the medecine he
|/ needs. For this bottle I paid 3/6",
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I told Yiolet I brought my camera to take the picture
of the little boy and herselfs sShe told Winston $0

undress and wash, The l1ittle boy shed his pants and
shirt and wqs looking into his sultcase for a clean

suits She showed me & darked oval mark on his backs 3
"A rabbit", This he got because she looked at rnbbitlxg
when she was pregnant. And on his cheek he has a small
red dote "The pig", st-aunt had a sow that had 12 ’
Plggles and she dled. Yiolet was looking;at them and i
touched her cheeck with her finger and "*hat mark him. t)
I told her my son has a red dot on hls neck, he asked |
me "What mark him?", I had to invent a 11tt18 accident |
to Pperdd the reason. 4

:r

d how clever he 1s. "hen she had yesterday
thls palll in her side he came and told her to rest on
the bed and sald he will pray that the pain would passe
She started to brush his hair, "Lovely hair" ghe come
mented, (He has in fact lovely hair soft and WavYe)
gﬁa sent him twice toHamnelin to have & halr cut but

mmelin was not at home, 30 she took him and cut the
halr herself. She 1s pleased with the Jjob, She doesn't
1ike the child to have the halr too longs It makes the
halr stronger when they are cut oftens One shouldn't
let grow them too longe. The eyelashes. ‘*e was born with
these long eyelashes. 3She showed me a picture of him
&8 a baby. He really had nice eydashes,
The boy was still lobking into the sultecase for
& clean suilt, Suddenly he looked up at me got ashamed
of his nakedness and hid behind the bed., Violet laughed
"M, 8818 has a little boy like you - she knows all the |
tridks" she sald, He hag chogen, a suit, but 'iolet
sald he had already one plcture taken in this—one and
selected another one: a blue shirt and pants, There wa
& button migssing at the pants. She fastened 1t with g
safety pin and sald to the boy "Remember to tell me in
the evening to fix 1t,"
e has no definite plans yet concerning hig
futures "He will pass this elementary school and
I will see." The main thing now is to feed him Propers
1y« He doesn't like meat and doesn't eat the sweet pep=-
per. He likes fruite But he should eat everything - g
little of everything to build his body and brain proper
lye. His father was a Clever mane 3he hopes the child
will inherit it, But even by such a small child one can
say he will be intelligent., :

We proceeded to take the picture, "iolet ?
wanted 1h taken in front of the house, but the sun was |
at the wrong side, We took someé in the gard in front
of the house with the hills and sea behind‘ugho '
me a bush, which is "ington's "garden" fe put stones
round 1t and was very upset the other dky when the wind
bent some branhhes, F ¥
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Yhe wanted one of the child alones And then she wanted
the child to sit on her back, and one when he was kilsg=
" 8ing her, We then went behind the house to take the
kitbhen "in ma:ing". She called the boy who was dlige
ging the earth and told him to stand with her with his
spade on his shoulder,

3he accompanied me with Winston a part of the
way towards Ezra Linton's house. We met on the path E
Mrs. Einton. They started to discuss the problem how to
pet meat. Violet was afrald it is too late now. she will,
gee me before we leave Bull«“avannah, Jmgx I must iet
her know and she will come to say good=bye.

i
]
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ol 1 R . Additionss %hen she left me in the room for a
‘) wh le I looked through the books On one smaldi prayer
_ book was written:YViolet Linton, 47, Uharlos street
1, Kingston." i
The Blble is bound in soft marooaln leather,with
e¢olour 1llustrationse This was a present from the broe- g
ther who brought it at her request fro: Amerciae. In the
middle of the Bible there were a few pages to note thn @
important #vents. The deaths of @Gharles £lliott,&

‘ - nuel Powedl were reglstered there, Also the birth -
k| day- of Winston and the date when he had his tonsils out. i

{ -"
L
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ffhile we were in the kitchen I notliced that on the

box on which Winston's plate was there were a few v

gens of little stones, I asked whether he played with

then, Violet explained that this was connected with

the preparing for the walling of the kitchen. The 11

has to be mixed with the red earth and water in a cer=

; tain proportion, And for each box of the "ingredients™

~ a stone 1s taken so that there will be no mistake in

‘) the amount taken, "Five four - twenty" She sald, but 1
forgot what i1s the number of each to be mixed. i

In the kitchen were ready two blg wooden shutters.

These will be fixed inside the house in the windows. |
When 1lolet goes out, ghe will fasteng the shutters, so 4
nobod¥ will break ines "hen it i1s only a glass window it

is easy to break it and get into the house., this isa ¢
lonely place, = there are no houses in the vicinity, hen

she leaves the plage for the whole day or goes away-fors
a few days she will feels more secure having these shute’
ters, Before we left she ecplained to young Edwrds E i
from which side of the heap he has to take the lime, Thel
heap 1s next to the entrahce door of the house and ihn 2
wants it to be removed as soon as possible. ¢ ]
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