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Skeen, Joln, Head, V,1M,46, Farmer, Mixed Farm,

"  Esther Wife, F.N.404 9406s Housewife,
Brown, Gwendolyn.

/" Step=Dau, FeSel8, lNone, Blind from Birth,

Skeen, Gladstone Sone MeS¢16, Farmer, Farm Lbour,

" Louise Dau, FeS.13,

. Iebert Son, M.S.1l1l,

" Prinee Son, M.S8, 7

» Sylvester " MeSe 5e

ol Daniel . MeSs 3o

I Pirst met lirs Skeen this afternoon when I walked along New Hd
after the rain, Her house is on the right hand side of the
road going towards UYUlster Spring at the corner peppsite I
“rown’s shops ,

They own the site and a whatech house on ths roadside, it had
been raining heavily and ¥rs S, was at the doorway to the
house and s id evervthing was wet un as the hoise leeked.

She was full of smiles and laughter and very affectionatel
She said she thought we were going to " miss her" and they
was 1~ sueh need., S0 she had gone to !iss Aimee and told her
Lord ma'am dem dont come near me yetd lhis was all sald with
rmch laughter, I told her we were coming slowly near her, I
explained o her however that they mst not »isunderstand
our worlt or thewv wonld be disappointed with us and that we
shonld be very sad if we gave them any expectat’ons that
were not likelv to be fulfilled. “e had no money bto glve
awav, I gave the usual account of our work, She was under=
standing and said that that"wmst help them in the end", She
for one would help us all she enuld, And John-- here she
ealled tn Jdoh to co'e out of the 'ouse and meet the lady.
She said he was not dressed, Joh- came out -- or rather he came
from the inner *o the outer room, (I was stending in ‘he
ya-d against the door and Nes S, with me),

Children camc rnning in and out all the time, I asked lNrs
S, how many she had and she said "so many it shame her to
count them", I said that was all right she had my share for me,
She asked first if I was married and then said An' you no
have no children?, I said Ny parents wouldn't let me have
children unlese I was married, She said "Qh-- " as if that
was ouite sn idea, It,was a pity I had not had any, Perhaps I
st111 wonld, I got credit for the team by telling her "the
other lady with the husband had a son," )

Thevy have rent land and buy land and we discusserd farming
in general but 1t was agreed that 1 should eo e baek on a work-
ing day and have a long talk and they would tell me sverything
about themselves and"the land",

As usnal Viss E., and lMiss A, knew all about them, The were
very noor, The daushter Gwendolyn, who was blind had been sent
by the Parochial “oard teo the Schonl for the Ilind in K'ston
but she wonld not learn anything there and they found her
hanging round corners with men and though they had not actually
sent her baek she had come hore, "hen she came baclk she was
thin, She had fretted for home, Put her mother had trouble

with her, She was found loeked in a room with "the old blind
man Francis “ailey one night and the men hauled him out and
beat him up, +hen she had gone to 1 ve in the Pauper's house



-

ing to me she ralsed

ection with heavy lidded eyes. I saw she was blind
she might be this glrl, A few yards higher up I
Eﬁ-ﬁ man I knew and asked him and said it was Jirs S, 's girl,
He sald she was living with the mothere 7 ,
_ " Une of lirs S's boys 1s very bright and intelligent looking,
©  Wnile talkins with ther I 11% our cigarteites wifi my lighter,
. |_ I saw he was fascinated andcalled himand 11t 1t for him -- he
~ first drew baek exclal ing "Ughl!" then burst ouft laughing and
pan away to come back in a roment his e{on bright with ex=

) '

N2 w I gave 1t to him and forturately "the contrivance"
~ was on ihbnst behavionr and worked first time, He was

~ thrilled, All the other children came ont bo see him do & AN
T sald he was smart and his parents were very proud of him,
Today (Monday) in my walk on Allsides I learned that John
Skeen has a bii of land and a thateh house on Allsides which

R he rents to lir Yladstone Rose, I met lr ‘“ose later and he
.E i - eonfirmed it, :
" u v issw; - Passcd the house at about 11,30 a,m, but there was no one
L N~ : there apparently and the door was shut, :
E 5 serotal/ Mes A, says Mr S, has a bad/hernia and wont have 1t operated,
i;‘
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