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Tousehold 57, | I
NieHayle, Harold, Fead, 1,Cl, 28, Farmer, Vixed Farm,
F‘Pﬂ!@!’. UPSI!llQ. WifO.F.Gl. 25. 7‘2. Horﬁmﬂker.
Vellayle, Loulse Daues FaS. Ta
o : ApOllOS Sone r_’r.s. e _ ' }

The MeHayle house is = small orne on the slope of ths road

on the left o UNew Load, ‘It is next door to the very superior
one of the Stenford Srmith's, Acutelly the site was bought by
Vellayle from Smith in llovember last year -—- 1} stretchea for
£80, ineluding thanhousge,

I saw both lMpand irs MNaHayle, was invited into thelr very
niece 1ittle sitting room and there we talked, he sitting on
a choir emposite the one I was offered and she on the floor
with the echild, in the corner of the othorwise well-furnished
room was & ralher incongritous barreil, 1 asked (rueh later)
what was kent in it and was told by lirs Vel, thet she had had
peas drving in ite -
Harold MeHavie is a young man and rmeh given to laughter

and smiles, She looks older than her husband, e Census data
is that at 25 she rad had 7 ehildren and los*t 5 of tlem, She
ia a farmer and was verv !mowledeseable, She gave ymeh ~f the
information which follows and ofbten sun-lied information over -
whigl he wasz in some cdonbt, She is, as arc so many of the
wives, oniel 4o =ss what you want to lknow, and glves it to
wvoir mors def’ itely and factually than sometimes do the men,
(Witkh the exception of farmers like Napier,) She reminded me
in this r spect of Irs Percival Davis,

Tiis is annther case where the CYensus Ysfinition of these
wives as omenmakers ls gulte incomnronsnsible, They worl: along
gide their menfolk in the fislds, But "here-is & distinetion
betweerri the worlk thev.do and what the wn doe The wives -- or
this wife-- 1 was told, do the weeding of the prass rowmd
“he p ants, do the p'anting od the cassava and the stilcking of.
the eassava,

Land and “ouse: -his is one streteh and = half, I conld not se
what was on 1t as w2 were insidép but I was told there was
coffes, lananas, 4 Freadfruit trees, (2 bearing and 2 young,
bosh on the land when thev bought it), 2 pears, 4 Ackees (to
verify this the daugnter, Ursula, was sent oul to "1dok"),

1 Coconuts a Broadlsaf (lumber) "nearly ripe for felling, For
vegatables are plants cabbages and "long neas", The kind was
not lmown by name so 1lUpeula was sgain sent out to bring in one
to ghow me, It was like a string bean but about 8 inches loag
and wery thin and inside we g5 swmall round b an. I do not know
it :

Livestock: Donkey: boneght in December 1948 for £4,10,
Fowls: 6, ihe epgs are eaien,
lip goats or pigs,

Rented Lend: (1) One pieee of & aere on Allsidest
(2) Ure nifece 1 aere rented from Napier Dixon
@ 24/~ per acre not ton pnod iand, hillside, in 'ilson Val ley
naer Durham, Napier bas two acres here, +he other anrse 1s
re ted to Charles Swaby,
. (3) % acrs bouprt Land in Wilson Valley bought ab
out %7 years ago from liartnell “ager for £7,10, It was there




Yams,

abour,

Cane,

1)

2)

3)
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that he and his wife first lived in a thatched house before tlg
got this, Bhey had now pulled down the thatched house, They
showed without saying anything definite thelr pride in this
purchase and the achievement of a nice home,

Bro 280

The % acre at Allsides has been rented by him for 14 vears,
Tast year he rested this land, He had nothing ont of,it except
t'e cane which was there, There are 1% stretches of cane,
This year he has started planting yams again -- he has In

100 Banks (yellow and a little negro) He expects to get £5
from this yam, He is still planting, At the planting season
he has to get "help" i.e, hire Labour, He pays 2/6 per day
and * themeal, For digglng yam holes they worlk by the task --
for the 100 hills yon nay 9/- plus the meal, .

You get 7-800 1lbs for the 100 hills, But when you sell to

the Speenlators yoo have to give tiem 120 1lbs to the ewt ==

i.e, 20 1bs "brortar" on every 100 lbs, It used to be 40 1bs
they demandeds J3lr1e'v have to glve the people they sell to in the
market overewalght,

e 1s still planting, &He will reap these ysms next lMarch,

Cane, The 1% stretch has mever been replanted since he took
over bthe land 14 years agos, He only weeds and supplies,
Last vea he cut 5 barrvels, ‘e grinds at Vr Dartus Brissetts
mill, Car:ies out the cane on the donkey, 'hen pays 1/=
pe barrel for the lMule drawings 4d per B, for feeding the mill;
and 1/- ver B, for the use of the conper for béiling the
SYPrubDse :

Vegetablea and fulses, e grows there also congo and red peas
and cabbages,

The 1 acre from Dixon.Asked when hs started to rent that the

Wo an replied iyou got 1t 8 years apo, le pays 24/« rent, 1t

is on 2 hi l1lside, It has on it 1 PFreadfruit

and about 6 mangoes, The landlord does not claim the ripht to
reap these =-- he has them when thev are bearing, The land

was bare common when he hook it (exeent for the trees),

Last year he nlanted there: 2 stretches sweet potatoes and

L streteh of corn, lhe potatoes were planted in Yecomber and can
be reaped now, e shall eat them, Yot sell, The corn w s planted
In Fzbrua y and will be rine in Aupust, Every year he throws up

a half 1t to rest,

L acre owned in "1lson Valley (wherse thev used to live), This
was bought 7 years apo, Ler bought 1t was "bare common", last
year they had in 1t 40 Banks yams and & streteh of cane, They
have there 2 young mango trees and have planged about & pear
frees,

Praedeal Larceny, They tief out 17 hills last year, And, the
wite added, he had ‘ust pald man t pgo plant it! +his was said
withon® rancour and both were langhing, Every year dem go steal,
ivery yvear dem tlef out you head (i,e, the yams heads -- which
are needed in the planti z season), lvery time when it come on
to crop time dem tilef de wvam but "dem will hardly tip down over
de yam hill sc steal it" (i,e, they will no usually bend down
over the yam hills and open them to talre out the yams,

Lg 1a g lemebher of the J. A.S,
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Labour: I never worked for wages last nor yet this year, But

T do sometimes, (I think he meant tha’ he used to when he was
first berinning). I wor's in the Lowlands with farmers who plant
corn -- to weed and cut grass, lage rate is usually 2/- to 2/6
tas never worked on the Lowlands sugar estates,

Allsides rent: lir NeH, said the rent was heavy and she woluntee=
red that they owed rent -- at firet this was sald to be 30/= lbut
tl en 20/=, Dem wont walt, Then yo owe dey go dere and dem level
you =- chon you tings," I was s artled and said you mean they
wonld cut @own your eultivations? Thev explained that before

Sir Archibald when lMr | obbile Greaves was menager they would

do just that =- or tal‘e out your heads (yam heads) and sell dem,
bt now they would not do thal but they went round and took a
machette and make a chop in a banana stem or z cane or something
to let you know them level you, When you 1s levelled you has

3/- put on to tle 9/= you owe,"

U, S, Labour, WMr MeH, was with the Farm Labourersthat went to U,S,
xxem a year last liarch, lie was in New Jersey 6 months with Wap
llan Power, Worlcing on bums, (i,e, Bomhsl!) Lis comp lsory
savings amounted to £47, He had other savings towards the

home they are ilving in and he put them together and bought

the house and land on his reburn,

Family “1story,

Wr and “Hg VecHavle were married June 4 years agoe LThe date was
first given as five years ago, by the husband, She corrected

hirm: 1t was j;ater than that because, pointing to the 1ittle

boy playing on the floor beside us, "when I marry de 1little

bwoy de in my stomach and hi~ not yet 4 years,"

19

lrs Melayle was Fraser and her mother and father both de -ya
lars lere), ’ :

It w s agreed that I shonld reburn to have a talk with lrs Xmas
Metlayle on matters that interested us women on another day,e
A very plesant little home and an interesting palr,
The girl 1s "at lifss “da's " and there were more nileé tributes
%o -these good ladles kindnesses in the villape,




