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\| Interview with

: Perlitta Clarke,
the eldest girl
of Mrs,.Clarke/?/.
15.5.47.Ab.1003°.
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Perlitta Clarke
and her family.
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parental land,

The house and
chlidrensfplace.
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I visited the house 4h the absence of old Glerkess
I met only four children, which sought a hide in the house
at my sight, but imkewxsm were not frightened at all, T had
a talk with the eldest ehild, who was a girl of € or 9, was
very resolute and felt all the time natural and easy. I learn-
ed in the course of our conversation that she was Perlitta
Clarke,

Perlitte Aid not know what age she is, She is &h the
school already, but she did not go this week, The previous
weck she was all the timein the school. Ty,is week she could
not go. She jumped in the school and hurt hixxbsek her back.
She has pain in her back now. She will go to doctor to-day.

Herperents are not at home, Fether is ”in the ground”.
Mother went to the shope. She stays alone with the small child-
ren. The boy, whose age was unkhown to her, but who looekd

_ 8b.5, is her brother, Hogbin Clarke, The girl /who was ab.3/

is her sister Lilian, The youngest child, & girl of about 2
is also Lilian, but she is not her sister. She 1s her unecle's
child. Her msmxe name is Ansom, Her uncle 1s Ansom too. He

is her mother’s brother. Her mother is Ansom too. Her father
is Clarke, ©She has also an elder brother / 1f I did not mis-
anderstand her/ who is now in the school, His name was long
and strange and I did not remeber it.

If not in the sechool, she does some work at home, "I
sweep the house and clean everything,” She did no sweeping
and no cleaning to-dey hessmse because she is ”sicky”.

She does not work in the field.

Perlitta confirmed that the land over the hill belongs
to Mr,Beckford, But the yams near to the house are not his,
”The yams are mine””- she said. She did not work at aplanting
them, but they are hers”, The same was repeated with bananas
on the other side of the house.”Bananas are also mine”. The
cane behind the bananas was not”herst It belongs to her un-
cle, Ansom, _

Yams and bananas at the house extended only a few yards
and were very close to the house. The line of adjoining pro-
perties was clearly seen.

The house where Perlitta lives with her parents and bro-
thers and sisters /6 people together/ is a grass-house, old
end small, It has a thatch-roof and wooden floor, It has no
window, but has two doors: one in the front wall, and another
at the back wall, Children stayed all the time neszerxthexPfrex
d4h the house neer the front-door. There was mpxrkik¥em & pert-
tion in the house, dividing all the space into two compart-
ments, Emshxwasxkinmgxmndzaimozt In esch of these two tiny
compartments there was a bed., A wooden bed,covered with a
mat, was seen at the back wall in the back compartment. Ano-
ther bed - just a wooden structure - was xmEmximxkthex at the
side wall in the front compartment. There was practically no
other furniture in the house,

Perlitta explained that her parents sleep on the bed
in the first compartment, and she sleeps on the bed in the
back compartment, In the same bed there is mxz¥a there 1is
the sleeping place for her brothers. She did not mention
her small sister,
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Perlitta and her
parents,
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Mr,Clarke, the
first husband of
Celeste Hansom,

Grandison, the
father of the yxmm
youngest cehild,

Copeland - the
third husband.

Celeste’s chilal
reéne

Celeste’s pro-
perty.

First desertion.,
Seecond desertion.

Quarrel with
Copeland,

Glerke family

. I pave km Perlitta four sweets for a2ll the company.
She graug:l one of them in her teeth and offered each child
a plece of the sweet.
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The house I visited doesn not belong to lNr,Clarke,
It belongs to lliss Celeste Hanson, who_ lived for some years
with Mr.Clarke but then left him. The house was bullt by
Mr,Clarke, but it was built on Mis- Hensom’s land, Now Miss
Celeste stays in the the house with Mr,.Copeland and her
children,

Celeste Hansom lived for some years with Clarke, for
vhomshe has born kwmxer three children. ®hmxsiei Perlitta
was the seecond child of Clarke mhxfmisxks and Celeste Hason,
The first child was the boy who was absent at home during my
visit - he was in the school, The th¥rd child was probably
Bogbin Clarke, I did not ask whether they were regurarly
married; or just lived in ce.l. merriage,

Celeste Hanson left her husbend Clarke sand “went to
Grandison”, She stayed with him for one year mm# or so and
had with him a child - this ps phobebly kke Lilian, describ-
ed by Perlitta as Lilien Hanson, #kfherxthexehtiéxwx

” After the e¢hild wes one yesr old she left Grandison
and went to live with Cépeland, Copeland joined R,A.,F. durs
ing the war, but did not stay lomg in the army,., He was rude
to the officers,smd was turned away and came back to Warsop,.
After he came back, the girl picked him.”

A1l the children live with the mother., ”Clarke’s child-
ren are light in eolour. Grandison’s child, a 1little girl,
1s black.” Celeste Hanson born no child gor Copeland.

The land and the house bel
Copeland, tx- The land is
The house was built by Clarke,
perty,

to Celeste Hanson, not to
?girl’s mother’s place,”
but it is on Celeste’s proZ

Miss Hmx Hanson left lMr,Clerke because “the man wes to
0ld ” for her, Crandison nropbably was also too old. ”She
left him for a younger men,”

"El1 Copeland is jesulous of her. henever she goes there
is & cuarrel, They are fighting all the time, She says the
man has to support children, Copeland 1s jeaulous of Clarke’s
children, and of Clarke as well, She is a charecter too the
women, Always fighting with somebody., Last night she said
she had to sit all the night, The man had eutlass and a big
knife, She waited ti1ll the man was asleep and then took the
cutlaas and the knife from him, and only then went to sleep.”



