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Interview with
Icilda Hohnson,
Je0.

Family members.

The femily 1s cempesed te-day ef 10 pseple. There
are 8 children te-day, 3 ef whe ge te the scheel, The

youngest, a bey is enly ab.l year eld. His brether next

te him is between 2 and 3, and khexgiris next child is the

irl ef ab, 4, Other chiliren as imxiha sbeve. M¥rsx Miss

cllda was ill te-dey and stayed nst se much in bed as en

bed. She went to the docter yessterday and the decter pre-

seribed her wedecine which she is taking, A1l this frem
wotking te=hard, Heart reuble and nerves, Mr.Eleazar

Children at x=ghmwient to the field - to weed bananas, Only lMichsel was in

school,

Family history.

the school, Other memmwix scheel-age children ceuld net
ge to tho schoel te-day, becausa they heve ne cleths,
Th.ey hE.VQ Only cne E 24 | |4 S, PR RUETRERE )]
oene dress each which they take on when they ge te the

n

&x

school, but the dress must be washed and pressed en Smtur-

day or Sunday. X£xi Miss Icilda ceuld mmk get ne seap
last weeck and se the children could net ge te the scheel.
They will go next week, if it will pessible te get any
soap. this weeck.

Miss Icilde was net bérn in Varsep. She was bern
in Ulster Spring, frem where she came te live in Allsides
abeout 20 years age, vhen she was 18, She came here te =
gether with her mether and her stepfathor. She was the
first child eof her mether, bern befere he mether married
another man, Heyr mether’s name is Palmer - che lives
in & shingle heuse to the right frem the Allsides Rd
going te Albert Tewn, a little abeeve Charles Campbell’s
grass=heuse. ller mether had altegether 8 children, Shm
Uiss Icilde has 3 sisters and 4 brethers. Her sisters
de net live in Allsides eor Warsep, They went te live
in tevns - ono in Kingsten ete. Only her brethers stay
here and they live with the mether. The eldest is 22 and
the youngest enly 13,

When her mether came te live here in Allsid s, xha
they rented first ef all a pice ef land en the ether side
of the Allsides preperty /Office House/. Flerence Easen
mother of her husband lived alse in semewhere there,

They werent ihei their direet neighbours, but vhen geing
to sho shop Miss Ieilda used te pass threugh their yard.
Iditswayx ke we ik



Their house.

Poverty.
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In this way she met her future husband, Eleazar Spencer,

She married him xiwmzixim shertly after she came te ‘
live in Allsidcs, It was 18 years age - she was 18 et that
time, She kxi started te bear children since she was 18,
Eleazar built the heuse en the same spet where they live
to-day and they moved te live here te-gether, “he had al-
together 11 children, but enly 8 are alive, She never had
any ehildren by eny ether mesn, She dees net believe in 1i-
ving with more than one man, If people, whe started te
live together, pert, it is frequently”because we /m.i1.e.
women/ are gullty”.

The housze was bult 18 years age ., From that time it
was damaged and repaired many témes, but tey never get
any help to impreve er repair their house, Even after 1944
hurricene, But the heuse is mere less like that which
they built 18 years age.

It is a wattle house with a thatech and enly very
xzxhit scanty grass-cevering en the walls, The heuse has
ne fleer - just earth-fleer, Xkxhasx Neither it has any
vindows, Twe deers are leading te the hpuse: ene thriugh
the frent-, and anether threugh the side-wall, In frent
of their heuse a nicely kept rese-gerden is-planted -
just te adern the heuse.

The furniture is very peer and simple., A grass-parti
tion divides the keuse inte twe miniscule repems, ITmxkhex
fipxtxemay The first ene, which can be eneterd bythe frent
deor, iz her husband’s reem, There is ene weeden chair
/very rude and simple/ in this reem - it serves chiefly
for the purpeses eof preleongeting the bed. A small table
is covered with a very peer cellectien eof glassware, The
reemainder of the reem at the bagk-wall 1s taken by the
bede The bed is made just of e weeden platferm suppert-
ed by & wooden box on the euter side, and by seme weeden
structure omx at the oppesite side, Zkxizxmex It was ce-
vered with a sheet, but there waes evidently ne blanket,
One tiny pillew served ¥emgzx Miss Icilda te suppert her
head. She was lying en the bed dressed, kepeing the yeun-
gest child kextede besi® s her., Smxkwimyxhad This bed
serves as Mi-s Ieildas explained me her heusband and twe
mrxthranxe of their beys, She slepps in esnether compart-
ment, where & similar structure serves her as a bed, “he
and her six deughters and yeungest sens are crewded mmxithE
over there =ik in thenight. ”Just like pins - we cannet
even turn”,

They are very peer, cannet afferd te bulld any bet-
ter heuse, Cannet even sfferd buying hecessary cleths, ¥ix
Mlss Icilde has shewn me twe pairs ef eld shees, whkshx

ene of which was really iwpress
sive for its mhmtex heles, But Milss Icilda was ef an spwt
opinien that they are quite geed, need enly sewme reapair.
Of course, the front part, she said wust be threwn awsy,
but the baeck part is still s althy, If enly she ceuld re-
palr them, fhmxbx Anether pair was mmch better, mazx
svideniiyraiss
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and there wes ne disagreement as te whether it can xewws
be repaired, Yeunger children wege raether nicely dres=ed
but the older one - Gynthia and “eginald - were erdinary
vorking abtire - dirtied and tern. : ‘

We had a talk over hew Miss Icilda manages te feed
her children, Children de net get any fresh milk, Frem %
Uime te time she buys tinned milk for the yeungest ene
- about 1 tin per week, It was a blessing when ene ceuld
get such xx a tin fer 3d. frem Miss Eda. Unfertunstely
it 1s only for the bables - Willy, whe is abeut 3, wmkx
gmm cannet get this milk fer himself, Shaxkmmwaxihst She
has ne eew and ne goat” so ether children are fed simply
on #gremll ”greund feed”, She knews that 711lly 1s £mx re=-
ally teo yeu g fer this famf feed, but what else ecan she
do? The usual eceurse ef meals vhich children get are:
merning tea, made ef & bush hwiiwixwikh which is beiled
and the drink is sweectensd with sugar, Usually children
must be satisfied enly with such a drink en the merning,
they de net pget anything te eat, FTumxPirskxswtidxmexixix

v Or they get seme bananas te is,
if there are any, Their first selid mesl is breakfast,
for which "feed” is ceeked., #ma “he tries te seasen this
£ dish with seme cecoe-nut eil, seme butter er seme fish,
if she has seome spare meney te buy it. Bub frequently
children mms - evVen the youngest enes - smst be satis-
fied just with the "bare feed” in ”bape water”, I she
has any money, she buys fleur te mix 1t with the ”foed”
and make 1t mere meurishing, Usually twe peunds ef fleur
mgke amount sufficient to be used fer brekfast ani feor
dinner and if she has money te buy semething in the shep
she buys mest freowently flour. ¥t If it were fer her
only, she might prefer milk or fish insteed ef Taenr,
But elder children, these whe go te the scheel and werk
in the fields er areund the heuse, prefer semetheing
xpite selid, Food mixed with flour 1s whet they like the
best and vhat satisfies their hunger, If she has te sper
one shilling smx in the shep, %% the best calculatioen is
te buy fleur - twe peunds er = little less - and the re-
mainder can be spent en butter er eil, If she spent fxpay
9de on a tin of milR, little weuld be left te add te thel
real something selid te meke it safisfactery. °She mmsx
must spend usually ens shilling daily en what she buys ir
the shep, but enly 3 shillings weuld be eneugh te buy eve
rything they mesdxamgxfesd really need,

They have ne buy-land and live frem vhat they rent
Their rent-land censists altegether of 2 and 1/2 scres
in 3 parecels, Half sn sere areund the heuse and twe Par-
cels, one scre xeach, in mikeaw twe different places in
Allsides. This land thery rented fer years, but previuesl
it was mmuxix estimated enly ss twe aeres, But Sir Archi-
bald ordered land survey some 4 years /%/ age snd 1t was
fou d that khime they utilised fer 4 years an area ef
2 and 1/2 acres paying all the time enly fer 2 acres,
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In 1944, after
thke hurricane,
people went to
Sir Archibald

to ask him to
cancel their
debts. But Sir
Archibald refuso
and warned them
that every penny
of what they owe
feor the hidden
a~reage must be
paid.
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They were eordered te pay new fer 2 and 1/2 acre, te

pey off 4 years rent for half an acre fer which they did
not pey, and the rent was raised frem 24/. te 32/, Ze

now they mst pey L.4 yearly fer the land they rent,

It wouldnt be se bad if thupm they ceuld get seme mm eme-
pleyment on the property to be eble te sarn a little meney
ond pay thelr rent from these earnings, Unfertunately
shmraxiz-munxrek no work is carpried-en the e=tate and :
no empleyment is effered te people, They /the estate peepd
only press their rent and send all the meney te the benk,
but dent x» use it en the spet, That is why it is se A4if-
ficult for the peeple whe live @n Allsides. .

In elden tires, when she settled dewn with her
mother in Allsides, 1t was smuch easier te live here,
Peeple used te keep as mmch as 4, 10, 16 snd mere acres
and pay enly for the half of what théy actually utilised.
There were mgny peeple at Allsides at that time, when
she came in, and many peeple lived in Allsides previues-
1y. But many eof them dide, many left the place vhen they
acouired their buy-land, and in this way new-cemers ceuld
teke seme land left by them and grewn with grass er bus
sheses The z spet, vhere they bullt their
house, was ene of such places, Befere they toeek 1%, 1t
was rented by semebedy whe died, and the place was left
resting until they teck it. Peeple at these times
never worked the seme land year after year, They meved
from one place to anether after ene year or se, and pzid
for vh&t they actually cultivated, Te-day they mmist pey
for 211 the land they utilise - net fer what they sctu-
ally cultivate, And they rmst always keep ene field rest-
ing when other is under yems and ground previsiens, The
soil is very tired and they cen net use it year after
year. After ene year they mmst take enether plet. They
manure the land spreading the grass ever the greund and
k% tying up the stoek in the field whiech is resting,
St1ll 1t dees net help mmche And a part of the land they
rent is se steny thet they have ne use of it et 211, But
they must pay the rent fer all the aree.

They plant en their farmlend ecene 32 abeut an acre,
some bananas, but enly little vam amd xExkx petatees and
other greundprevisiens, che ceuld net tell hew mmuch
land is under separate cultivatiens. They have sewe bonse
nenas, but enly few were fruiting, Penama diseese, This
year her hushbaend planted seme mere bananas, hut they dent
knew vhether they will be spared by diseczse,



Work.
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“A11 the work in the fleld is dene chiefly by her
husband, She helps him with eatch-creps - peatees, peas
and so one She dees alse weeding, Besides she has a let
of work at the heuse - with the children and with ceeking
for all the family, When she gees to de seme werk Iin the i
field, still the evening meal mmst be ceoeked by her. Chil-
dron are helping her in werice Cnythia for Inmatance is coee-
king their brecijfast te-dey. Reginald 1is slse helpful.

But other children are still te small, And besides, the
bigger ones go still te the schoel.

Her hushand empleys frem time té time seme werkers
- especially at planting yams, This werk hardly cen be dmn
done by single man, The seil is very hesvy - clay - and
sometimes ne mere than 10 yam heles can be dug in o day,.
Then the mp heles must be left epen for seme time kmxbax
¥ and the seil burned by the sun, Te de 211 this in cer-
rect time fer planting all the yams in oene time, more
then ene man’s work is needed, That’s why they wmust ewmp-
ley people if even they havent get land encsugh te feed
themselves, :

Daughter in Kingsten. Her eldest daughter dees net staey with thea. “he

Cynthias ca-
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left abeut twe yeer age, when she went te werk ss HEmmaxkim
servant te Ulster Spring te a redative, But the mzm man
went t0 werk in America and then her daugnter went te
Kingston. She stayed there at 2 place whre she earned

7 shillinks per week. Then she left this jeb, feund anethe
end chanpged againg thés job for & next ene., lMies Icilda
does not knew hem mich dees she mEpmas ecrns new. che
wrote her recently; she feels bad and prebably will leave
her work for some weeks te got rest.

Cynthie %= will leave the scheel this year. She will
stay at home for a year or twe and then Miss Iecilds will
send ner te learn demestics, Xrmbxbiy fere in Allsides,
to Mrs  Webb,.



