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Case History No 103. Daéé L.

. p.1.27.8.n.20. p. 45 Beckford family.
F g

B N Beckford. Cyril Tead. M.M. 50, . Fermer. Mixed vTarp.
Iﬁter@iew n Florence Wife. 7.M.40. 8.3. Homemaker.
with M¥r.Beckford " gemi Deéu. F.8. 17. Parm Tebourer.
» n Joseph. con. WM.,°8, 1l4. ditto
1545447, ccunders.celvin  Neph. M.g8. 7.
J. 0. " Linde Niece.FP.8. 6. :
My, Beckford °s —Wr_Beckford showed me his house from & daistamee

house end land.

Agguisition of
his buy land.
Prices of land
and scarcity of
land on the road,

Mr Beckford’s

The 1r‘ farm.

of ebout hundred yards below Allen’s grasshouse., It was
e wooder house with verandah, He built this house recenbly
and the house is not yet finished. He has not enough money
to buil® at once and there are no nails, He is not a member
of Agr.Soclety. many

Apound the house there were frult-treeszxVmmxhrsxdis
frutkxkrassxinskedx end the garden im was ceriainly not a
new one, The trees, especially breadfrult trees, looked
old, Mr.Beckford said hie planted these trees himself, It
was long time ago, before he bought this land,

He bought this piece of land only 6 years ago., The for-

mer owner of this land was Mr,Darius Brisset, to whom all
the land around belongs or belonged previorsly. He rented
this land”long long long time ago” before he bought it.
The breadfruits around the h ouse mem were planted by him
years ago, still when ke rented the land, He lived for years
in the grass house, and only lastly was eble to bulld a2 bet-
ter house. He paid to Mr.Brisset 15 pounds fo 1/2 acre,
vhich mesns that he actually paid ¥xpem .7 and 1/2, since
his land is only 1/4 aere in size, Hmmxihiks

He msmted should like to buy some other place, near
the road, @8 other people do when they buy a land for a
house-site. Put he has not got enough money. “Poor black
men eannot afford it, Big shots have any emount of land,
but dont went to sell it to poor people”, The land en the
road would cost at least 100 pounds, He paid much less for
the land he rented for years from lir.,Brisset, Now his land
18 ymch more veluable, Its price wouldbe about 100 pounds
- just as for the land on the road /because of the house?/.

There are now 4 memshe people in his family living
together in his new house: him, his wife and their two
%hildren. He had more children, but only # are alive,

we girlis are in Kingston - they are”demestics”, One boy
-~ he 1is 19 yeers old - is now in the fileld. He xmkr works
already end helps & lot. Ancthsr child is in the school
aglrl?/. lrs.Beckford is not at home now, She went to
Allsides River Ho wash clothes,

Be has no more land of his own besides thils 1/4 acre
ahtex vhere his house stands, But he rents 2 and 1/2 acre
in Allsides, His rented land is in canes and yams chiefly,
There were baneénas previously, but they “killed out”,

His land in Allsides is not suiteble for mbamsm bananas,
There are however places in Allsides where bananas grow
very well, It is not so easy to get good land in Allsides,
Good land is scarce and occupled by other people. "habp 1s
left is of such quality that it does not pay to cultivate
e .
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Mr,Beckford’s
f!nlly orig#hso

P {, /
lir Beckford’s
occupations.

Beckford family.

f Yy Bockford was born in a thatch house below Miss Eda’s
house., There is a grass house on this place now hurs wiere

a cousin of his is living., He rented land in Allsides for
yeers, axxhaxrm just the same as he rents 1t now,

MrBeckford goes now to do some work on the road. He
will clean the road and make it even, He does this work from
time to time to earn some money. He can earn at best 2/, dal-
1y by this work, Some people who are ‘stronger get earn as rmuch
as #%x 4/., 5/., or even 6/, It depends not only upon khe
strength and efficlency of the worker, but also upon the rua-
1ity of work or secton one gets, TWhen he will finish his
section, he will walt t111l the roaed officer /inspector?/ co-
mes and examines his woric, Then his payment will be fixed.

He will not get his money &t once, He will go to Top Warsop
next week to get what is due to him, One does not get the
payment on the spot, One must wait for it one week,

Miss Eda.

16,5.47, 1. 0.

ix

Beckford is an outside son of the old Beckford in
Bottom Varsop, ”sieck men, with some funny children in the
yard.” ”"Thet old man is the father of lr,Beckford.,”

Beckford on the New Road is & heslthy man - has no sy=-
filis, May be because the 0ld Beckford hed him when he was
young and st1ll heelthy himself,

The name &f his wife is Florence, Miss Eda does not
remember her family personalities,

27th Moy 1947.
B«Cs

VMrs Beckford,

T went to Mrs Beckford's house znd found her in. T csked hew
if rthe other lady or gentlemen with mer hed been to see
her end she seid No one had come. So T proceceded to explein
our mission end to teke an interview which she seemed
willing to.give. Tt wa: only efter some time, mhkEmx¥e thet
Mr Beckford srrived and T broke . ff with her then to get
the perticulers for hiw, expleining that as the men were
more difficult to find &t howe, I would return leter end
finish hers.

It wis only on my return thet T find thaet 0. had elr:edy
got the fects given sbove from MR B. T repest my inter-
view in full, however, even when the facts are dulplice-
tions. They were good informants, A

Her Father (Samuel Beckford) came from Tower Trelawny, Her

ligther (Rhoda Peclrford) eame from Santa Cruz in St Elizabeth,
Her father dled in Vanchester, FHer mother died and was buried
here"in the Vesleyan", (cemetry)., She herself 1s a Baptist,
Her parents were married in Santacrtz, She never heard from
her parents where or how they had first met,

Her mother had 13 children : 3 before she was rarrled to her
father: =

{?n\\S,Pﬁ}llpdEtygo‘Robin— -<"Rhoda *arried Samuel| Beclford

8
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Case Nistory No 103, Page 3,

lMrs Julla Beckford's Family ‘istory,.

4
: j Her mother had 13 children : 3 were by three
L P " different men before she married her father
- , These were ¢ :
L : . 1) Louise, the eldest o' we all, whose father
. : : Dixon, lived in Santa Cruz;
2) Enma, whose father, Phillpotts, lived in
: Santa cruz where Emma was born amxixsxkkil
4' xiwex, She 1s married to Charles Allen
o and lives now at Balaelava, lrs Beckford
% often sees her, She saw her only last

Saturdag, But she is "afflicted, Cant
tell directly whht is the sickness,"

3) Mary, whose fatier was ‘obinson, 6f her
Vrs B, sald "I hear sey him dead in a'
Poor House at Santaecruz," She was singlke

3 and never had any children,

3

)

Be her father, her mother had 10 children, I had
only time to get their bames and parti-
culars in regérd tot hree of them when
Mr Beckford arrived and I started to

talk to hir about the land and the
house,

l ,
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Case History lio 103, Page 4,
Mr Bechfppd's family History:

1L
4
3
f’ I li{s mother lived in her parents' home and
= -  died there, She never lived with his
father in hisrmhome, He always lived
where he is living now, While his
3 mother was still alive his father
= Married Wilhelmina (he did not lmow Her
A surname, He had a large family by her
and they all live with him In his
‘3 hore except Ida who 1s,married to
Reuben Facey. They are all siclkly,
lifs father's house is in Bottam Warsap,

For Father's Household see C,He66,

Neither he nor Cyril ever llved any-
where but with their mother, She di«
wher they were babies, They were so small that
they lkmew nothing (did not understand) when sk
died -- "when they was laying her out we was 1
¢ +the kitehen cooking,"When she died the gran
¢ parents raised both him aid Carter,lis

< §randfather ovned a half-acre and a house
L heir son, Walter, diled,




not pay the
n one lump
le took 5 yrs
gy 1it, Mr B,
1ot charge
nterest,/
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Case l1story lio 103, Page 5,
Early start in 1life, :

He started as a Labourer, He worked for strangers on Allsides,
This lasted for about t en years, Then he was able to take up
rent land, He got 3 different pleces making 1% acresutogether.
He now has 2 pileces; one of 1 acre and 1 of %2 acre, n. Allsides,
He also rents %+ acre on the Wesleyan land, And he has bought the
land on which hls house now stands, with 7 acre round it, It
was "bare land" when he hought it and he first had a grass hut
on it and tren a few years ago he built this very nlce wooden
and shingled house, which however is not vet completed,

Details of House, <the house is really very nice, It is 22ft
Tong, 10ft wide and has a 5ft verandah which however 1s not
yet floored, e a

Mr Beckford was quite willing to glev me the particulars in
regard to the vost of the house (and the land) but he could
not "rightly remember", le offered however to look up the
papers and if I would come again on a Tuesday or better still
a Sg& urday -- but not this Saturday as he would be out -- he w
wonld let me see then,

le gave me the fol%owing facts :
The land around the house, i acres in all, was bought by him
(date to be ascertained Tfrom recelpt when produced) about ten
years ago for £10, from Darius Brissett,/It was "bare land then",
He began bto put up the house about 4 years ago, He hired Mlr
onstantine Watson to build it and he brought his own men to
work on it wit’ him, He paid lr Watson £24 in all but "little

1ittle", The louse was not bullt atl) at aonce but "little

little" as he had the money,

Before he started building he was about 2 years colle- ting
the lumber, He began to buy just as the war start, Things were
high then, He got the lumber from eyerywhere -- some right
here, some at Crown lands, some fro- Cralg, and some Doards
(imported) from Kingston, He had to pay for 21l the lumber,
At the time he bought he pald from 24/~ 25/- and 22/- for Doards,

he ones he bought in Xingston were 44/~ per 100ft, It took
2,500 shingles to roof the house and he naild £3, per 1000,
While the carpenter and his men were working on the house
he provided a meal a day for them,

Lands, and Cultivations,

1)Round the house.It is now well nlanted with economic trees -
all planted by hir, l‘here are 4 Dreadfruit trees; 3 Voconuts;
a few coffee; 50 DBanana trees; 2 stretche= of cane; annattog
peas; cabbages and vegetables are al so planted,
The cane 1s replanted every few years -- 1t would not do so
well otherwise, It was last planted 3 years ago, (It is the
best look! g plot of came I have seen), - ' >
They have no Livestock,
He used to keep a pilg but the last one died of swine fever
or sore siclkness and he never bother with one since,

thére 1s a niee little flower garden near the house and al though
on a slope the cultivation is made the most of,
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Case Tiistory No 103. Page 6,

Rent Land at Allsides:

1) 1 acre: A ;
ane: 5 acre,
Yams, llot planted yet, Last year had 300 hills, Bat some and

: sold rest, Could not say how much he sold as they sell

"1ittle 1ittle" -- not at one time, Has s tarted now to
plant but does not-lknow how yany hiils he will ge in

. -= whether an increage or a decrease,

Uses hired labour to dig the yam hills, Usually hires 2 or 5
men, Pays 10/- per 100 and their meal, lle employs Harvard
eckford who is his wife's brother; “erwan Swith (who lives
on tlie Parochial Road at Allsldes) because "him and Joseph
1s friend", and Yoseph (his son),
2) 3 gere: This 1s all in Yams, He plants them all tle tine,
Todoes nos rest the land =-"there is not enough to rest i
45 had 200 hills here last year, He has started planting here
yet, You can go on planting until July, It talkes just 12 months
before the' are ready Lo reap,
3) Rent land at “esleyan: % acre: All this is in cane, It was
on 1t when he took 1t over, He has replanted it since, He makes
sugar, He uses lMr Prissett's mill, He pays 3

1/4 per Barrell to draw

1/- ditto boll the liquor,
Expenditure to market:
Te hirself bakes the sugar to Santa Cruz tosell in the market
there ¢ He paya the bruckman orcaritman 2/~ per tin to truek
i1ty and there is 3d per tin wmarket dues to paye. i addition he
has to buy wood to boll the sugar @ 3/- per load and 1t takes
about: 1 load to boil a barrell, Then he has to hire a beast
to draw the eane to the mill, And pays 3/- per day to a man
to echop the cane, He wonuld take a day to eut enough cane to
ma-e a barrell of liguor ("dem dont eut but a barrell 4n a'
day according as to how de cane vek bush sause you cant man=-
apge to clean it as accordin'"),

We worlked out what lir Peekford wade on a barrell of liquor

lagnufacturing costs: 2/4 per barrell,
1T load wood Ef- ditto
Chopn 'ng eane 3/ = ditto

Drawing cane to mill (not given)

Varketing costs:

“Tarriage to market 2/- per mxxxm¥k tin
“arket dues 3d per: tin,

(1 tin equals 1 barrell 1iq,)
1 tin sugar makes 5 doz heads,

Heads are sold at 5/= a dozen but

someti es will get 10/- (This latter

figure is more the truth), which is

equivalent to 24 perhead,

Total cost production 1 barrell liquor or 1 in sugar 10/7,
Uposs receipts for 5 doz heads @ 24 10/-
Ne: loss Tde
And this does not take into account the value of
the land utilized for,one year or any labour put
into the enliivation by himself,
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At this stage lMr and Vrs Peckford began to relax cansid-
erably #s a result I think of my realising wlth them that 1t
was difficult to make a living out of produceon these lines,
e sald oven the yam shtieks they had to buy at 20/-. The
implication was that in the good old days they conld go to
Crown lands and cut them, Now "the fowernment will neither
gell the land, nor lease it nor let you use it," "If you
tek wood dem will send you to prison"”, "And dem who has the
land tek advantage of you", He worked hard and made do, but
it was hard, missis hard, But he had to be honest and so
he kep' on, But even the house conldn't finish, But he had it
"against siclmess", He wanted to have that so he put every-
thing into it, ‘

Expenditure on Food and Clothinge
T asiked if they woulad like o tell me sorething about vhat
they spent on Food and Clothing. They began diffidently and
with the embarrassmert which is always shown over this subject,
Put eventually they apreed that they need not be "shame" about
it and that it would help us to give the pilcture of what they
as farmers could afford to buy if they told us vwhat they had
in their wardrobes and when and how often they bought,

s The elothes they wore were patched and mended but clean,

Mrs B, sald that often people sald how they did not see them
and that they lived long time here and yet they never went out
but how were you to go out if you did not have the clothes,
Mes B, saild to buy a dress no wou'd cost 40/~ (This 1s an
exaggeration) I said ‘hat was a lot and instanced the print
dress I had one which could be bought and made for 16/= (3
yrd xma@ 3/6 and 5/6 for malking which 1s abou: what they
would pay). She then came down a bilt and this was the in-
forméion thev eventually gave me:

Mrs B, Last dress bought was in Christmas before last (i,e,
1945), This was the one that cost her 40/= -- she paid Pearl
Dixon 4/- to make it, In lLovember lasi year she hought a palr
of shoes ab lr Chin's shop for 20/=~, It 1s the only pair she
has (She was barefoot),

She hemght a slip (pettlcoat) of pink poplin at Christmas
this year for 5/-, She has 2 good ones and £ old ones for wear
"to the ground", Panties cost 2/6 -=- she has 2 pgood ones which
she takes care of, The others are old and ragpged (here she
laughed in embarassment), : g
At night she sleeps in her chemise,

. B, "De elothes weak", In November 1945 he bought one trou-
sers and shibb, Ye has two suits., "One hang up and one on",
The "hang up one " (the one bought in November) is khaki
tbrousers and a poplin shirt, The material for Lhe trousers
was 16/- and “ston Gordon charge 4/- to malke it, The materlal
for the shirt was 2/- per yad (2 yds) and cost 6/- and 2/- for
theumaPing.
nderpants are fonr shillings and quattie (4/1%) each and

he bought one last month, Tle has 2 pairs, He has 2 merinos
whieh he bought last year fmom hingston, They cost 5/- each,
At night he sleeps in merino and draw rs (underpants) o

He has one pair of shoes, ‘e was wearing them, Thev were
strong well mad looiring and were he sald made by Mr Smith
the local shoemaker for 20/-
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Case History llo 103, Pap;a' 84 :

FOQd. .
ILike all the farmers around Mr and lMrs B, live mostly off thelr
cultivations, The things they buy in the shops (when they lave
the money) are fish, cooking oll or butter, kerosene oll for
1ights and Iread, 'Then there 1is nothing at all in the way of
t yams or potatoes to be got out of the gronnd then they buy
i cornmeal, flour or rice, Sugar is seldom boupght in this distriet -
{ ag thev eat their own production, _
! I asked Yrs B, how often she went to the shop, She sald
on Saturdays == she had gone last Saturday -- but sometl: es
when theres was no money she wonld not go at all,
Lagt Saburday she had taken a shilling, “he bought
e % 1b fish 6d,
' : 1 pt kerosene 2d,
‘ Putter, (There was 114,
‘ no eocking oil)
\ ' . Bread, 2d,
| lhis was for herself and her hisband and"the two others,"
‘ ut of the grounds they got last week, Ya little plece of yam
and 2 little potatoes", They cant afford nilk or meat, "VWhen
you has de shil'ing you has tc let de beef pass, ‘o cant pay
de 1/= m=x a 1b for it or you would sleep in the dark", (i,e,
not be able to buy oil,) "You has Lo hang your basket as high.
‘as you han' can tek it down.," (This is a new ore on me),

The bilg people, I referred to lir B8s expression about the
Tbig people’ used eariler and asked hi whom he would ecansider
were the bilg people in farminground here, He mamed Mr Curtis
L FQO%YEPMT Grand%son,,?nd liy flefford D?vis. The latter 1s father
;0 Mp Percival Davis (Case “dstory 59),

Mr Peckford said the land around here used to belong to Mr
Donrld “dwards who lives on the Vount Happy Road and 1s a brot-
her to Mr James Edwards, -

. Mr and Vrs Beckford's famlly and household,

My Deckford said he and his wife had had 8 chilidren but only

4 were alive : 2 were in Kingston -- Seml and UGita, They went &
to lingston to geel: jobs, Two are here, Joseph is his son, ‘
The other is not really my child but I call him so, He (sie)

is adopted, llame Linda Saunders(so he proves to he a girl,)
Linda's parents were Howardinand Irene aunders., Mr B, told

me smiling and with pride that he had taken the little giel
because she came to him and she love him, So I tek hin over,

“e repeted several time -- with many smiles == "she love me,"
(N.B.I do not see it set dowvn in my notes but I am under the
impression that he sald Lindas parents were alive and lived
here), Linda goes to school and is about 10 vears old,

Nothing was said about Linda's brother Calvin who anpears on
the Ce5¢, and as 1 had not then seen the ¢, I did not in-
quire,



