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Question’
luh'm ve Poles have in the past
been too cbessed with our Elepham
w show it properly 1o the world 1
must try and tell you the true stery of
our Eléplant 1o n vour sympathy
and tolerance for this failing of ours
You sce we Poles, throuzh over
thousind  years histor,
and again come face
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Central Plain of Furope
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we  have been invaded
has been occupied, buat e
have risen wering Phoen
the ashes, The torch o
Polaud  has never  been
extineished
Nor have we fought for our
alone Our soldiers wear on the -
ners ﬂu fegend “For onr Freedim awd
ot < or s Vietwor Tluea aar it
s v Franee was the mises
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Tt me quoie 1wo incidents i
many in cur Jung history,

When the Tartar hordes  invardeid
Furope, Polund. the Fastern bhulwask
of Burope, stond i their path, On the
field of Lignica, with the Crechs s their
Allies, the Poles under Henry the Pious
met the invaders and were slain to o
man: but the Tarar wave recedid an
Furope was spared,

1 vou wish to remember the time

when Turope was saved by the Polez

fisten to the Polish news broadeast
cach day. It is prucd(d by a bugle
call that bresks off in the middle of
a note. That s the call sounded by the
trumpeter ar Cracow over 700 vears
ago at the approach of the Tarta
abruptly broken off when an wrrow
pierced his throut,

The sccond incident that illustrates
my point, is the Battde of Vienna, when
a Polish Army under our }\yl‘" Jobn
Sobieski routed the Turks and Furope
was once again spared,

If vou wish to remember the
time Poland saved Europe look at the
badge in the caps of our airmen to-day,
Fhe wingz you see are not the winugs
of an eaqle but the feathers worn by
the Paolish Winged Tussars that won
that battle three hundred years ago.

Since then we ha fought
wars in the cause of Libertv, and when
we had no country ourselves, in the
cause of the liberty of others —— of the
United States, of France, of Hun-
gary, Tn fact in almost every war where
Liberty was the prize, there Poles
were to be found. The great names in
our history are for the most part thoc
of men who {ought or worked for Poi-
ish  freedom Kosciuszko,  Adam
Czartoryski, Poniatowski, Pilsudski, to
name only a few of the great leaders,
the musicians Chopin and Paderewski,
the writers Adam Mickiewicz and Sien-
kiewicz and manv others besides.
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Lowi e T oeonll quote e s
you ta f R s
that no pation i the world lutan, andd
a greater degree of  deraacracy a eme weeks
we, We bave often been zeferred 1o ne V07 people s a Jaud
ra Nation of Individuatists” We have o Fiberty,
taken  individual liberty to the When Polund
where 1t has br 1odisaster o xlw afier the World
Stat “liberum !
1 think we e umhone having in cu >
tong preserved o clective wosrehy of pullic opiiia we |

Father and son in the Polish Aty in the East.

almost every ¢hiss in the e heing practicad vesulis the Father And here our vassad Albert of Hehen-
cligible for the throne. Our first King  our nation, 1 whasaw thed zolle Duke of Prussia. paid homage
as Piast the Wheebwright, a peasant,  of «d Polish King reccived  the
And he was not the only man of lowly Polu ical posiion. : i
grade ever 1o be electe The only  saw 1lu f te that ulthmateiy overtook astro-
nmwnarch we eeer called “The Great”™  and aitempted o ereste’ o militar the sun and set
B Casimir the Great “King of the  strong and united Paland. Had he o "wus 2 siudent of
Peasants”, who not only watched over  died in 1933 history would b wli Cracow
the wellbeing of his lowly subjects bt a very different tale. All e feared hap- The new capital Warsaw refle
invited the Jews 1o Poiand and bade  pened. chitecture many i miiuences
them dwell in the shadow of his palace We have loved Eherty tao much entered Poland irom other
that he might the better look after them.  and too long, History has tanght s Jefore the German invasion
Our nobility might  be  called a2 many lessons aml most of them it held many bwldings and monuments
Peoples” nobility the Szlachta. en  bittcrly that had survived centuries 6i strugele
nts were ennobied, Sinee in Poland Now let us lock at thiz land to  and strife, and reminded us of great
all sons inherit both title and estate e which Freedom has been so dear and  landmarks in our histery, Here such
Szlachta muitiplied rapidly and when  which has paid sa dearly for Freedom.  fumous people s vpen and Mme
we were a mation of five million there Poland is not so much a cotntry Z.amenhod, the
were almost a quarter of a miflion as a Commonwealth. By marriage. by invenior of ed andd warked,
nobles, some of them s poor that the voluntary federation  of Vilno, whi passed 1o Puland with
they could not afford a scabbard for  states long ago, Poland grew in the the marriage of the Queen
their sword. sth century to be the largest coumry Jadwiga to the  Lith King

Jagicllo in 1386, is lh: iast Eastern out-
post of PoFsh civiPzution. tlere East
meets West in architectuie as well a9
religion. There is even u mosque for
the surviving Tartars, From this regivm
came many of Polamls grentest men
— among others, Pilsudski, whose heart
is buried in Vilno, and Mickiewicz, our
national poct,

Lwow — perhaps you know it better

in Europe. Travelling across Poland fram
its narrow sandy outlet an the North
Sea to the high
the South, from its highly develop.d
tand in Silesia to the marshes of Polesie
and Volhynia, from the primeval forest
of Thalowiezn tu the pleasure resorts
of Krynica, one encounters a var'ety of
scenery, and peoples, iraditional cos-
tumes and customs,

Our tolerance too has always been
aniversal. ANl relighons have equal rights
in Poland. Arc we not the country with
the most Jews in Furope? We alore
in Central Furope did mnot participate
in the Thirty Years War of religion,
Tt is characteristic that when a Polish
i ked to suppress Protestam-
isin he replied “T am not the King of
their consciences”,

Our Jove of liberty has been per-
petuated in our Constitutions, Our or-
iginal Constitution included the “libe-

These differences are also reflected
in the towns, a few of which T would
like to describe,

as Lemberg — was our Polish bastion
in the South East. In the wars through-
out the centuries it held fast and
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n the North is our own Polish port
Gf Gdynia. Where nincteen years ago
there was o small fishi tage, Polish

industry (53 have constructed
one of the largest, most nodern and
bes: pped o in the Daltic. The

popalation heivre the war was 130.000,
1 the port was prospering with the
af  DPolish  mining  and

I will net. for
our industrial centres at Katowice and
Chorzow, the \Spinning cenire of Lolz
or the ol centre at Borvstaw. Tf one
were to describe the changing face of
Poland under the long delayed Industrial
Revotution, one could enter into endless
statistics

Orie fact, however, is worthy of men-
tion here. The new Poland, rebuilt
since the jasi W a young, enter-
land that, with
eccnomic  handicap,
iwlusirially during its lorg

ree, describe

servitnde, with barely an cutlet to thc
sea, vet thrived. ne :d itz populaticn
gh rate, It wounld have been, there
indistrially, agricultuglly

iv sonad. Its eduogation
¢ rapid strides under a progres-
siry of Educational Enligh-
lieve, unique, in its cha-
jw. The new young Polon:?
promise of becoming o
bpy  Commionwealth ot

peoples, baund ‘ntclv by many links of
history, tradition, teligion and  com-
merce. ise. I am sure, wi

vet be fulth for nothmg can ke-p
such a robust dowa for long.
Poland has survived equaily great dis-
asters, and her desire for Freedom,
her civilization, and her vitality haa
triumphed over them all,

T have tried to give a brief survey
of wha Poland 1 md the mission it
fulfils in Eurcpe, and to bring our coni-

pacatively remote country a littde closer
to yours. You will probabiy have found
that cur history and methods - differ
frum which is only to be
exprcly here is much in the past

&
that could be condemmed, mistakes that
call for tolerance and understanding,
but our aim, the principles we stand
for, are, | um sure, the same as yours —
to live in peace and frendship in a
friendly community of nations, tc
develop the land vn which our peaple
tive for the prosperity of ail classes ia
the state, 1o worship and be governed
according to our national tmdmons
and to contribute our culture and
ization to the common g

With the help and friendship of
other members of the World Family
of Natioos we shall achieve those aims.
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SURSUM CORDA

At present, in the fifth year of the
war, young Lnglishimen by tens of
thousands arc chafing because, although
trained to the furthest limit, they have
fad no chance to fight. Yel of these
almost all can keep in touch with their
homes and familics, at least by cor-
sespondence. None of tham think 3
possible, moreover, that Britain should
inse more ferritory to the cnemy, of
fail to regain what has passed into his
cccupation, The youth of Toland is
toth more elastic and less fortunately
placed than they. Endowed with a fight-
g quality ibat is sccond o none and
ith neamparable pativnee i affliction,
Pules are perhaps mote mettlesome and
equable than some of their alfies.
Their moody hours, morcover, are now
ancheered by intercourse with home, or
even certainty that for themselves home
Gas not lost s meaning.

At times wlien youmh is depressed,
age may perhaps have auseful word o
The Pole of fighting years is now

i

sy
for the first time fecling thal Bfe -
fis own national life s nsccure,

For centuries Tis race his Tved bevween
greater races whiclh have erudeed it

the right to independence. Puring the
five generations before his own, this
cight was substantially abolished, Thea,

for <ome twenly years, Toland res
’v[v(‘1r((1 upon the map  of repe.
only, since 1030, (v mecl an ety
ure brutal persecution than i any
arler age. “Ts it cortain”, voung T'oles
wust now be asking, ‘that our {ree
Tatherland will ever rise again?”
Their doubts must he the wter
bevause, unlike their fathers, they were

noi bred up to Partion. instead of
Belonging to empires which might sum-
mon them o fight cach other they were
the free eitizens of a swiftly adva
mational state, with much remair
be done, but with als i
sense of progress. These
aniversities  fast rising,

ordered cities and communic
every kind, that fusty well-diitted arme
— all hke the overflowing churches,
flls and sports-grotinds, proctaimed a
vi({nrou, and wholesome nation. The
pain of a return to helofry must be
sharpened by its um\pmodmw and
its injustice, Such a shock may well
make young men lose their bearings

Age, however, is fess casily cast
down, As one English leader declared.
“I have known victory and defeat too
often to be either unduly exalted by
the one or unduly depressed by the
other”. Few men, it is probable, reach
seventy without learning a rough and
ceady philosephy which at least attenu-
ates a sudden shock, Cause, they have
fearned, in the long run continues te,
be followed by cffect, while values arc
not what in youth they seemed to be.
These “wellworn truths are priceless
ior young Poland to-day,

It is more than five and forty years
since T myself first stood on Dolish
s0il, The name *Danzig” had aflured
e, and at its railway station ¥ was
tewarded by a contest between two
Polish cabmen for my person. In Eng
fand my acquaintances among theic
nation hardly excceded three--an ex-
iled ‘nobleman’ who had married 2
factory hand in Rirmingham, a scholar

The Crest of Lwow on the
Cemetery of the Young Eagles.

in Cambridge town who gained 5
livetihood by dressing  hair; and 2
naturalised hospital doctor. All literary
young men had read that Freedom
shricked when Kosciuszko fell and that
Sarmatia fell unwept without a crime.
The musical reverenced Chopin and
Paderewski; the literary, Contad andl
Sienkiewicz, Tew other Dolish namcs,
save perhaps Copernicus, were known.

Ignorance about the castern Baltic,
indeed, survived until 2 much later day.
Not many years ago 1 asked two learn-
ed Cambridge friends what they knew
of Lithuania. The fArst replied “Net
a thing”; the second, “Where is it?7
St dater, when T was known {o ta
atterapting a biography, a colleague en-

by W. F. Reddaway

quired after “my Piludski™, while an

crudite lady billed me to speak op
“Marshal Pilduski”.  Aftee the Ar-
mistice. the boundarics of Poland in
part were drawn by statesmen who
honestly believed — and said — that a
watch might as well be given to &
monkey as Silesia to the Poles,

My own first visit in 1898, the fatd
year in which the  svaside  Germans
Grst flockal to adore their tiny fleet,
brought me the friendship  of  Merr
Wackenfoth,  Physical Supecindendent,
a Danziger of Duteh descent and an
entively honest man. To hint cvery
dweller sbout the Westerplatte together
with the aion s far ax Tlet
was perfectly well knows T thers

still” 1 ashaed him, “a Polish question?”
“Hardly”, was his reply, given aftec
carnest thought., When we next met.
in the still more ominous hours of 1933
he was decliming vehemently against
the moenstrous  “Gdingen”, which  he
declared was dooned 10 fail hut. none
the less, to ruin Danzig. In July, 1039,
though old and almost blind, he re-
mained honest and valiant as of
Hut 1en cotrtenu- for political discussion,

Britonz, hieawever, are no Inn L
invincibly ignorant
friend. Since 1039 it
their appreciation of
Germans has !‘whﬁnm
tion. Through
debt o

old

a total revelu-

oty

THE DESTINY OF A GREAT NATION

“Great Nations may fall — only
infamous Narions perish” {Adam Mic-
Lécuxa)

The character of a nation is formed
ustances of s existencs
of a race are pourud
into the of a country, and the
hardened alloy 5 then hammered ino
shape on the anvil of its history. T
it is soft the alloy will dFsintegrate, Tf
it is hard it will become harder ard
harder beneath the blows. The men we
knoaw to-day as Englishmen, Dutchmen
and Poles have been shaped by over a
thousand years of recorded history.
Some nations have had a happy. pros
perous and glorious history. (thers have
followed the road to Calvary and little
has been spared to them. Poland has

erucible

known both triwinph and disaster. the
heighis and the depths. The  Polish
character has been hammered in the

pitiless forge of experience and it has
emerged more solid, stronger and the
harder for it

Physically this race has shown
endurance. Spiritually 1t has endured
above all on account of its religious
faith. God guides this nation, Good wl
triumph over Evil and Right gver Might,
But, faith in Providence, and ldcalism
instead of materialism are a very long
term policy.

This was brought home to the Poles
most strongly in the cighteenth century.
Poland had been the largest, most power-
ful country in Turope. stretching from
the Black Sea to the Bait'c. 1t bad heen
renowned in the world of ‘s day for
its tolerance, enbightenment and progri
siveness. Tn ths century it was parti-
tioned between its three great neighbours
— and ceased to exist,

Poland  had advanced her ideals
beyond those of  her  contemporaries.
Sy that the monarch might be represen-
tative of his people, and merit not birdh
m'ght erown their king. the Pales chose
to have an elective momarchy, as our
Republics choose their Presidents to-day.
So that their free DParFament might
truly represent the opinion of every
individual in the State, the Constitution
permitted the vote of ome single member
to veto a measure or dissolve a seasion.
Individual freedom was respected to
the point of leence, to the point where
it endangered and finally destroyed tle
Commonwealth,

Here arc good intentions aplenty.
Here is the Utopian Citizen State in

© Roval Palae

by Alexander Smith

Poznai — The Town Hall.

an cighteenth Century world of total-
itarian despots, militarisms and imper-

ialisms,  Here is a nation  throwing
itself on the gooawill and Christiin
prmcrple: of its ueighbours. Above .l

here is a State that is so idealistic that
it docs ot take imto account the humn
frailty of its own people. When Poland’s
neighbours partitioned her for the first
two times they met with little more than

a token resistance. The Third Partition
was met with all the ficrcencss of a
revived  Natiomalism, inspired by the
hero Kosciuszko, but Poland disappear-d
fromt the map of lurope for onc
hundred and twenty years, Oaly the

Poles remained.
Amd here are the two great Iessons
Poland paid for with her liberty:

the existence of

a regime
oodwill  among
when that

tased on

nations i3
regime s ace

“Secondly, individual liberty has its
limits where it iniringes on the liberty
of others, and on the good of the
community”.”

One hundred and twenty years fater
Poland is rebor, into a world made safe
for democracy, Surely the time has now
coine to resume the old idealistic exper-
ment! The old lessons are forgottes
Politicians wrangle anew over abstract

furins o demia
Only e volee soun
that of 1"
Iobish
“1

in etfecy
hd strong, progr

ing towards aur i
the world of to-day
echoes elsewhere.

In London between the vears
1930, the years  of  moral
al disarmament, pacifism,
iy, farth  in the Le
tolerance of even the most disruptive
elements i the State, one or twa voic
— Churchill’s above ali —- gave warning
aga o much  idealism.  England
was embarking on the roar that led tn
Sanctiors, Munich, Dunkirk,

Chu:chill survived to lead Britin
on to triumph, Pils died in 1033
England’s experiment finished at Dun-
kirk—but she had a sccond chance.
Poland's experiment finisheid aiter five
weeks of fighting—and there was
second chance, Britain’s fromtier defences
are a mighty moat. Poland’s frontiers
are the hap hazard limits of a com
monsweakth in the great European Plain,
that can only be maintained by force,
or diplomacy or the goodwill of ail
nat'ons,

Far one hig moment in h y
both learnt the same lessons but Polan !
learnt it for the second time and paid
more dear!

1020
ar

collec-

que,

nn

second time  Polan
ceased to exist on lnv, map of I
Bur the Poles st
on. Poland v (" c o again, has
been conquerad before luv never des-
troyed, has been appressed but never

became cynical or embitered
has only strengthened the
in their relighon,  ther
themselves,

Adver
faith
and

les”

country

When vou meet the Poles
these things, Remember
cumstances of their develipmern -
the same as those of ather n

therefore their virtues and

are Tkely to be differem :
that they have a long past behint
them and a long futsre 1o o

and that the Crocs they bear is
Dest'ny: but in the long run. as
as Good will triumph over I ani
Right will conquer Might, so will tiris
nation march one day in the great com-
munity of nations, its mission achieved,
its idcals reahzcd its gaod intentions
vindicated,

hoven and Wagner, to Frederick and
Blucher, to a thousand great schotars,
scientists and men of letters—al] this,
with a certain cousinly affection and
appreciation, created between the
Germans  and vs. These were
loosened under Biumarck, reduced unde:
William 11, under Hitler, re
at first by suspict a.ni oW

deepest loath
rance and

amd,

EitelN
tn mainiain
v strove

:\r
et of
creater
unfiz
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ds. To
e faw and
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vote
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cause of P
her may with
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Katowice (Upper Silesia).
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“READER, MEET THE POLISH ARMY
N THE EAST!™

This article smys i, effcet “Never

pull a Pole’s leg; he can't take it
feast

To disprove at this point we

publish the a

1 have never introduced an Army
of Roooo men before, T oonly know this
one shightly, anyway. I can only hope
that this introduction will nut sery 5
a precedent in this Bac of mammoth
preseniaiion.

My own introduction 1o the Polish

Army, or an insignificat fraction of
it was not very formal §picked
self and my Jeep out of .

a th tamer, with

ke privwn,
indigrnty the
1 perchanie be cwned the rond

1
ched

as oo sarprise toome 1o Gmd that foeur
vears vy be had pokad a g the
Pripet AT soand Bad never seen 3

John Keais

TO KOSCIUSZKO

oty gread nai

God B s

wWhonse doo

sociing:

[ i i
GEe phe alarions

SPReTes an

1har

i oaelly

nsies wf

, burst from

ouds concea

cre chunged io harmonics, for eter

<tealing

Through clowdless bue, and rowud o

It tells

me fou, thet un g

When s

good spirit itpon
e eurth,

Thy wane seith Alfred’s, end tie great
of yore

Geatly o

iremendons
birth

To o dosed kwin, tiar sounds for,
Jar away

To where the greor God lives

car before that, 1t was w this mument
that T becane wware, however, of the

differences between ourselves and the
Poles,
Much tme, paper and energy has

heen wasted on collecting  similarities
between oursclves and the Poles. T am
of the opinion that such resemblances
as exist-—apart from vur physical needs
which are remarkably  similar are
purely coincidental, In view of the di
ferene geography, history
culture, cookery and what have you, soy

resemblance woauld be truly amazing.
There is also an odd gap of some thou-
sand miles as the Lancaster flies to
account for.

1 du nut wish to found a schoo! of
thought on this subject, I have merely,
given plenty of time and leisure since
1 hit upon this line of thought, toa study
of the differences for
tion. Here are my conclu
stly, when smbarl 1 study
of Pulish peculiarin it is essential
to elear one’s wind of prejudices, Most
people have absorbed su
ices on this subject o make 1
bels, and one or two other ill-wishers
who started  therm,  Jance with  glee.
Seeondly, donT appty a vardstick made
in Britein to the P'oles. 1t is like measur-
g heieht with o thermometer, 1t alss
shows o rd insulas
iy

oy

SLHIL TN

ver
skip
i gitferences
ity. culture,
he know -
e study
. and more
svself would

in histury,
covkery and wha
tedge that, i
wianld be, it

erences between
ad the individual
King ditference
Tngtishimen,

the bdiv
riton

weoold ol tie variely
Telike puliteness. While
voluble as
the Frenchinen, the Pole does not miss
ny epporiunities for showing a cer-
1 wth, He rarely fails o shake

e nor

hand: on possible  oceasion—-as
though afr opportunity will not
oceur again in near future. He wall
never, umler circumstances, be

induced to pass through doorway
shead of vou, even though o traffie jam

may result while politeness re
changed. Officially he wil rarcly give
you a polite but firm *NO”. He will
merely vou on to another Branch.
After o lengthy detour you will return
w him and guess, rightly., that the
negative is nevertheless implied. T have
never quite made out whether the Pole
is polite ent of habit, out of considera-
tion for you, ur out of consideration
for bis own feelings.

Do nat

infer from the abuve thai
he is insincere, On the contrary he has
such a reapect for the naked, Indivisible
truth that any form of compromize is
almost an outrage to his nature, On
average he s also palpably incapable
of deceiving almost  anybody  (save
possibly himself  ur  another  Pole).
Which reminds me, never pull a Pole’s
feg. This is a sport only indulged in
by the mest intimate friends, One feels
such a fool when people e nat
amused”

Which brings me to the question of
the Polish sense of humour. We both
laugh; there the similarity ends, Your
best wiseerack  delivered in a Polish
Mess will probably elicit a polite snig~
ger that is worse than a reproach, But

take an Englishman (or a Scotsman
for that matter) o Polish Parade

Revue and while the house comes down
and the audience rolls in its seats he
will light a cigarette, Here, however,

D . o
i OF SQUADRON GOLK
m LS

ES B PULISE Al
10 REACH BRITY

The Routes of the Polish Soldicr,

by Andy Hardy

15 a piece of comedians’ patter we can
both grin at
the Warsaw stage I vi
tour. I was a great success
of the audience kept calling
Lwow, stay in Lwow” I only found

out afterwards it was a party from
Warsaw...” The Poles can be gay.
Their costumes, their music, their dan-

ves have sparkle. In fact one who bas

Wiadystaw Broniewski

SONG
OF A POLISH
SOLDIER

fong as

¢ 1o handle, ohet

@
macter where 1 go,

Whether on dibyai wr ucrosy

fan snowed
What maticr vagabonduge.” What wmaiter

cold?

My bay with bread end cariridge and
1 doad.

v;ou stoud

1 seek peitiher booty sor laire
fuir

puichied

of fwots for me

With the s at Nart und

o onails wore ar Tobruk;

Boots thet will leave the footprints of

“Poland” an cvery lands

Thet shall one day wwalk su Varsow

and wwaken ker silont strand.

I have s petty cares. My scig miust
challenge the hell
That twrecked my house in September
’ with seven "Nazi shells,
There was o garden about it where
poppics and cabbeges grew.
!omust dig those shells from the soil
and plant it with seed onew,

I need t0 kiss the soil of my own
ancestral land,
And sleep i dts peace etermal beneath
the Mazovian sawd.
For wore I've wo care conmrade, Our
squadrons ride the wind,
We snarch across  hemi theres;  we
sail the seven seas.
We must prove to our brother mations
that we're worth our fethers land,
If ouly the boat be sturdy, and the
gun cling to the hand,

(Translated from the Polish by
Hiclena  Ogyrodoc

a-Bristol),

not been 1o Poland gets the notion that
Poland is like a travet poster and the
people there fead musi

But for the Poles wa
are dcafl earnest, In 1! otfices they
are serious, almost intense, One gets
the impression of bringing in a >f;irit

it comedy Hves
. military life,

of Yuletide and unsecruly
entering.  War  jor
exXistence, 1ot sport.

been the “away” ground i
queror who chose to play
of the continent for quité » while :
This Army you are mecting
in a long line of Legi
exiles  overs 1 reconquer 3
country. Perhaps vou have never heard
the mames, and wouldn't dare iry and
pronounce thent, of Kosciuszko, Dom-
browski, Poniatow: . Isudski  and
Haller, They are all General Anders’
predecessors, and his Army follows in
their footsteps. ’

Sooner or later you will find your-
self engaged in a politeal discussion
with a Pole. This is inevitable as soon
as he speaks twenty words of English.
T am willing to bet your conclusion

i3 that he is obstinate, rontentious, pre-
judiced and Wi, (IMEE  NNNeCEssary
warmth-—while you remain coof, calm,
collected, logical and compromising. The
correct conclusion is thal total lack of
bias is only possible in a raatter once does
not consider concerns one  intimately.
The fact is that until 1y3g the average
Englishman  considered  international
affairs as a popular game played by
editors, diplomats, barbers and  Nat
Gubbins and the Sweep at the Local

X
in the free-for-all Fast of Calais took
a more than academic interesi. He ds
prejudiced in his own  Javour,
his head can’t prove his hes
nevertheless, Terhups he  does
Little hot under the el
there is no Public Schodl tie under the
collar, But then Jor Sudin and Adoli
Hitler have both done fine so far with-
out having been 1o Public
In the
find & total sk
get back heme
progress to the
inn the e that the
The Pole S to get bad]
in Poland (net Russi
he wants Polish suil, and aothing less
than aif of it-to ensure peuce for all
time he wants his future ‘onal and
lependence gnarameed, v
3 large we have
the 11 these

War aims Y

“hronder

v v hopes you will sub-
seribe to them after you have met him.
After all he Tongint for the UKL in the
Battle for Britain, and for the Empire
at Tobruk to “show willing”, Some of
you may hav 7 the
Polish graves on your w
Benghazi Stikes last year,
won't be the last,

up in the
And these

The Pole has many, many virtues,
but you will have to discover them for
yourselves, We are both rather inar-
ticulate on the subjear ef ourselves. But
for entirely d'fferent rensons, We can't
be bothered to explain our virtues. The
Pole doesn’t know how to He doesn't
study other nations very  closely—he
loves his own cabbage paich and s
fully occupied keeping the vermin off

it. When he is driven off he wilt
move heaven and earth to ger back
onto it again. When this particular
Anmy was formed Poles came from

the Arctic Circie, and Turkesian, from
Siberia and  right acress  Occupicd
Europe to fight their way ba home.
Most of them know that when they
home there won't be a wife wnd family
to greet them on the doorstep, There
may be a deorstep but ne home, thers
i and if
stunted by
undernourishiment for Life, But theyl
build up again on Polish custh as thev
built before, quietly, and the world will
never know how much they suffered
and toiled because they just caa’t tell
the world. So you'll just have *o give
them cr

form ot
: tering i we
i t the Puoles, despite these
differences and many more you will
discover E ting

for you

Sir Archibald Sinclair, Secvetary of State for Air,
Polish airmen on their achievements,

us since we have made contact. Well,
by necessity or intention, they are. The
Pripet Punter now drives a Bedior
truck, the Gooral Highlander spins a
nifty Bofors, the Wilno clerk tunes a
No. 9 set--all well encugh 0o pa
every training test, Their former French
military system has been abandoned
for the British. Many more speak Eng-
lish than Englishmen speak Polish, and
nearly ali of them can say at worst “2
don’t understand”  without accent.
you see them in Battle dress in
field they might be Tommies for -
you knoawy ar need care.

3
o

For the first thae m iustory [
and Polish Avsies are fighting
by side i the same cauwse. N
I know both sides T am sure we
get to know cach other, pect
other amd fually Tike eack other

thai

o

Alfred Tennyson

On the Result
of the late Russian

Invasion of Poland,
1863

duth drows
s wind ol of every
snouldering town

tost brute Power be

increased.
Till that o'cr-qrown Barberien it
« Eus

s ais emple bownd to sowse

Transgre

£ITY PO

Cries to Tlwee, “Lord, how long shoii
these things
Howe

the region?” Us, O Just
' and Gec
vd when she wos

torn i three:
when wwe shouid
aid the right —
A matter 1o be weept with tears of blocd.

e shnd

Roze,

the War, ifrom our Ishad grandstang,
1 am gomg to back Poland for all she
is worth, She is my selection in the
European beugue, And even if T have
to go on the pitch or square the rei,
I am determined to see her win. Us
the Pols

congratulates



"For Your Freedom

In the spring of 1939. when Europe

was afready trembling to its foundations,

one of the members of the Chamber-
fain Goverument came to Warsaw and.
addressing the journafists on the plat-
form of the Railway slation, said: “I
have come to convince the Poles that
Great Britam is not such an old horse
as some may think” Shortly afterwards
the Polish Loreign Minister, Col. Beck,
one of the founders of the Polish AJ-
fance with Britain. went to London. In
the Rritish capital he met not only
with a sincere welcome but also with a
full understanding of the Polish position.

This was the time when, after the
Munich crisis, the double capitulation
of Prague, the subservience of Lithuania
to Germany in the Memel affair and
the bullying of Rumania and Central
Europe by the Nazis, there arose on the
Continent of Europe a complete pros-
iration, a humiliating disappearance of
will, a panicky fear of the Luftwaffe
and of HMitler's Panzer Divisions,

Toven 1

af

Towced an mfluential section her
public opinion, headed by the I-‘mcig‘xf
Minister Bonnet, was in  favour of
further  compromizes in Germany's
favour. As for Russa she had the choice
of coming {o an agreement cither with
England and Irance, or clse with Ger-
many. Jn the end she chose Germany
and signed with the latter a pact of
Non-Agression on the 23rd of August
1939-

The oniy world puwer that resolved
not to allow any further aggression
was Great Britain, who had the moral
support of the Uniled States. At that
time Britain had no dea that there
would be found on the Furopean Coa-
tinent a threatened state, determined in
case of aggression tu dofend ber fron-
tiers and the entity of her territory
without considering (he conscquences,
However there was such a country:
it was Poland. Tt was this joint stand
in the face of danger that decided the
rapprochement and understanding’ be-
tween the Poles and the British at a
juncture most decisive for Europe and
the world. There was a lot of determ-
ination behind this decision, but there
was also deep understanding of the
vecessitics connected with the devclop-
ment of the situation.

Despite, however, the terrific rush of
cvents, both the countries that had
linked themseives for life: and death
had half a year's breathing-space” in
which to consider the pros and cons of
their decision, to look over their weak
points and to realise the repercussions
of any action that they might take.
Neverthcless, they jointly reached the
conclusion that in the case of Hitler
attacking either of them they would
have no option but to fight him together,

The understanding between Poland
and Britain did not ‘take place after
the beginning of hostilitics. The two
countries did not become allies, like so
many other countries, under the rain
of bombs, Their destinies became tinked
before the war in the hope of either
averting its outbrcak by joint preven-
tive political action or of actively op-
posing Hitler, England and Poland are
thus no accidental allics, nor have
they become alfics from necessity when
they were attacked by enemies, but of
their own free will, Poland did not
join England only after being bom-
barded by the Germans, like so many
other allied nations. Their alliance has
sprung from their conscientious decis-
ton and their realization of their res-
ponsibility to the world.

This mutual understanding is alsa
based on other and deeper foundations.
Despite differences of language and
temperament, Britons and Poles have
much in common, including their attach.
ment to Christian civilization and de-
mocratic institutions. England’s Magna
Carta and Poland’s “Habcas Corpu:
of 1431 spring from the same ideological
roots. The Polish constitution of May
3rd 1791, the anniversary of the adop-
tion of which is cclebrated to this day
as Poland’s National Holiday, is more
akin to the British structure than o
the French and had many years ago
many admirers in London, .

It is not, therefore, by chance that
when the foundations of Christian eiv-

ilization, based ot respect for human
dignity, had heen shaken. Poland found
herself on the side of Rritain and the
United States, for in the crisis there
fcll on the Anglo-Saxon world, as on
Papal Rome and France in the past, the
main duty of defending the paramount
Christian principles. In alf such cases,
Poland has invariably taken the side
of liberty against tyranny, the side of
Right against Might.

This characteristic of ours is well
known in America, The memory of
Kazinierz Pulaski and Tadeusz Kos-
ciuszko, who fought for  America's
freedom, is cherished tn the States to
the present day.

One more important detail brings
~1 and the Anglo-Saxon countris

“heir visw on the organization
internationat jiiv. T~ this day the
United States have remained a federa-
tion of states. The British Empire, again,
is a commonwealth of free nations,
and this characteristic of it is becoming
more and more pronounced. Dut the
idea of orgamizing free nations on sim-
ilar principles, —- although of course,
on a much smalier scale, -— within the
framework of central Lurope, existed
also in I'oiand.

In the Gfteenth century a un‘on w:
effected between Poland and Lithuania,
The two countrics cstablished a jaint
republic — a real commoniv
nations. During this period DPolish prin-
ces sat on the throves of Bohemia and
Hungary, to which they had been invi-
ed by the tocal populations, Kng Wia-
dyslaw 1T of Poinnd perished at Varna,
defending the Balkan nations. The Bal-
tic territories, Courland and the Latvia
and Fstonia of to-day, linked themsel-
ves with the DPolish state and recognizet
its leadership just as did a Prussian
prince who ruled over what is to-day
known as East Drussia (which had
for many years been a Vassal state of
Potand). Similarly Meldavia and Wai-
fachia — the Rumania of to-day —
marched along the same road, although
to a lesser degree.

The Polish idea of federation which
came to full realization in the state’s
relationship with Lithuania spread to
the neighbouring countries, offering the
only possible means of safeguarding
freedom in these regions. This expres<-
ed the desire to oppose the idea of
conquest in that territory by the idea
of collaboration between free and equal
nations. To-day the conception has been
revived in the light of most dramatic
events. \WWhen DPoland was invaded
1939 there lost their freedom de fact
or dc iure, earlier or later: Lithuania,
Esthon’a, Latvia, Hungary, Rumania,
Yugoslavia, Bulgar'a and Greece, not
to :mention Bohemia and Slovakia Tt
wa thus proved that the liberty of those
nations is dependent upon the freedom
of Poland, just as the sovereigniy of
Poland is linked with the sovereignmiy
of all those nations, living in the Middle
Zone (according to the name given to
this part of FEurope by F. A Voigt,
Editor of the “XTX Century and After™)

That is why the idca of federation
of the countries mentioned appears a
logical consequence of the war, provided
of course, we finally reject the German
theory of Lebensraum, i. e of the sub-
jugation of the small nations and the
provision of an opportunity for expans-
ion by violence and brute force. This
teads us to the more gencral question
of the role oi the smaller nations in
the world organisation.

Professor Carr. the author of the
famous book “Conditions of Peace™
has become so convinced that the role
of the smaller nations of the world in
the face of the present stage of technical
and cconontic development is fnished,
that he desires to squceze them all into
the framework of one of two powers,
Russia or Germany. In his view the
evolution of the world is procceding in
the direction of the concentration of
forces and the creation of Giants. He
does not, however, appear to have ob-
served that the cvolution of the British
Empire is proceeding in quite the
opposite direction, namely, in the direc-
tion of decentralisation, and that its
members are obtaining increasingly
greater freedom. Nor does he appreciate
the strength of modern national feeling
which does not make zeal the suh-
jugation of a freedom-loving mation

by Jan Russewskl

to another more powerful nation The
natinnal conscience of the peeples awak-
ened by a wave of persecution in
Europe would cause individuai countries

to regard their brutal incorporation
into a stronger state, or cven into
spheres of influence, a ham which

nothing could ju=

The subservience to mocern concep-
tions by which the superiority of ofiens-
ive over defensive weapons and  the
fantastic development  of commuupiva-
tions has convinced many peophe that
only large territories have a raison
detre 1 extremely dangerous. Peviods
of superiority of offensive arms nver
defensive anes are known to history
but such periods were never long.

On the other hand large territorics,
if they do not come about through
organic and graduat development, are
unahle to endure the trials that
may hold in store for them, Centraliza-
tion and totalisation of relations in one

region has Even the most
despotic OVErenme
decent they have

their roots in deep national feeling,

It is obvious that the position of
small nations Ieft 1o themselves, unless

tie ¢ protecied by nmure as in the
case o i heenme increas-
ingly out of the
sitwation ought to he sought, therefore,

in the encouragement of the organic
finking of frce and sovereign nations,
ready to do this of their ewn free will,
not fearing one annther, and united
by a Conunon Cuhare

The nations inhabiting that pan of
Lurope lying between the Raltic and the
Aegean Sea meet the o They are
all countries of Christian culture. of
great dynamics of development, mainly
of peasant stock, attached to the princ=
iple of individual property, and although
speaking  different languages, have a
common view on many problems, for
they are threatened ™ - vinie dangers.
They face the samc sitwation as once
faced the Trench, German and Tialian
cantons  of the present  Switzerland.
They must get together to maintain
their freedoms.

Their association threatens no one.
2n the contrary, it will create in Europe
a zone of peace, a buffer against Ger-
many, and will afford security to Russia
who will need a long period of peace
in order to repair war damage. On the
other hand, any wrong done to these na-
tions, the creation in their midst of one
of other sphere of influence, would
become a source of permanent dissa-
tisfaction, uncnding intrigues, and would
finally resalt in a fresh outbreak of
war, turned against the offending power.
Such a s‘tuation would undoubiedly be
exploited by the Germans for the real-
isation of their plans of revenge.

Some maintain that the so-calied
small nations are always a source of
trouble and the cause of wars. Only an
obvious misunderstanding or subversive
propaganda can be at the bottom of such
assertions. Such statements remind us of
the fable of the wolf and the famb.
Can a small state really threaten a
great onc? Can anyone honestly deny
that all wars have sprung from the
intf'gues and imperialistic desires of
powers infatuated with the idea of
greatness? Do not the small states
constitute necessary elements in  the
maintenance of the balance of power
in Furope and the upbolding of workd
peace? Would not the world organisa-
tion of peace lose its democratic basis
without them? Do not wars between
colossi present greater dangers to hu-
man‘ty than the most annoying quarrels
between small nations?

The present war already gives tragic
responses to these questions. The war
was provoked by the amhitious ptans
of Germany, who desired to conquer
not only Poland hut the whole of the
territory lying between the Baltic and
the Aegean Sca. The question was
whether that territory was to be free
or to become the sphere of influence
of some great nation, whether the coun-
tries of which it is composed were tn
cont‘nue to be ruled by the governments
of their choice, or whether they were
to be subject to totalitarianism and
alien social doctrines. It is not the great
nations who were victims of aggression
but the small peoples, In 1939 it was
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and Ours”

The plan of

Middle Zone in Ewrope linking Poland, the Bultic States, Ciechoslovakia,

Hungery, Kumania, Jugodavia, Bulgaria, Albania and Grecee in a federation of free, equal

and democrazic sta

From the pamphlet “Centre! Union™ issued by George Harrison
pamp) Y

and Peter Jardan in London).

Warsaw  and n
London that the freedom of the smalier
pations ot he defended. pariicutarly
the freedom of the Middic Zone, for
on the freedom of that region depemded

in

tnderstond both

the trecidom of Eurepe It was reabsed
that the Power thet rules over thu
region rules ever aimost  the  whole

coniinent,
Tt was for this reason that in 1939
neither Britain nor the United  States

offered to the nitions of the MMiddie
Zone the alicraative of this or that
naster. These small nations were nnt

given the chnice of Germany or Russia.
On the contrary, they were supported
in their will o Jive in freedom anid
confirmed in their savereign rights, Tt
was i defence of these very rights
and not for the purpose of creating in
Central Europe a zone of influence of
a foreign power, that Poland. Yougn-
slavia and Grecce took up arms. paying
with the Pves of their young men fir
their adherence to liberty.

Particularly in  England it waa
understond that the territory in Eurape
stretching from the Raltic States, Po-
land and the Danube to the Ratkan
States, together with Turkey form a
fasting guarantee of the freedom oi the
Dardancl'es and of the Eastern part of
the Med'terrancan Basin and of the
security of the route to India and the
Iraq oilficlds. Only at the time of thz
world crisis was it rcalised in the West
what an error it had been for Britain
and America to finance the German
military machine in the period between
the two wars and to refrain from ex-
tending financ’al aid to the natural
European allies of the Anglo-Sax~mn
peoples. Lack of interest in the Central
European states was one of the causes
of the material weakness of which these
states are accused and which was explo-
ited by the Germans. Is this error to
be repeated?

Uttering in 1939 her old slogan:
“For your freedom and ours” Poland
took up arms in the cause of the free-
dom of the entire central European

becemes master of Warsaw,
W freedom  the
Silesia,
v will

2 master of Athens and Crete
c hand, and Copenhagen an

freedom
Vil

were and are the foundations
Polish-Uiritish alliance, It has
tion stone of a coal-
the greater part

the

become the fio

of

iton v

AMr. Churchit declared that
re o lose in this war
s linked herself 1o
cd o fight for the
[ its frontiers. Diritain went
the name of the iberty of
and has
people, who
nat ouiv by words but aiso by deeds,
have proved their readiness to fight ‘or
other penples’ freedam bes‘des the'r own,
Aiming at the nrintenance of Europewm
political halance shaken by Hitler’s con-
quest. Rritain has discovered that for
this balance a strong Poland is a pre-
requisite. As for the Poles, they saw in
Brita'n a power standing guard over
freedom law. and decen
tionat relations, a country that is always
oppased to the hegemony of cne power
on the continent and who has always pro-
tected the liber'y of all the Furopean
nations great and sma'l.

It is on milarities that the
Polish-British nce is based and has
withstood the who'e war siorm so far,
with all its complicaions, not excluding
the French defeat. when the DPolish
a‘rmen provided the only help given
by the Continent o Britain at a t'me
of morial danger Tt s to be hoped that
this union. unshaken by anyvthing. streng-
thened ta-daivy by the  collaboration
of the United States whose friendly
feeling for Poland is traditional, will
be frowned with the vietary of these
ideals for the ke of which Great
Britain and Poland were the first to
take up arms.

of
she dues not de

month

what

U.S. PAPER WARNTS .
A STRONGER POLAND

Amidst disputes on the Polish border issue,
the “Herald Tribune (12th Jan.)} devotes an
editorial to the question suggesting that “there
must be new delimitation of Polish territory
in the west”.

“Neither the Poles nor the world at large
(the paper says) are likely to tolerate another
such irrational patchwork as that which Ver-
sailles left in Western Poland. The cramped
Corridor, the unworkable device of Danzig
as a Free City. the preservation of the East
Prussian enclave to serve as the heart of
German militarism and as a spearhead »f
Gremans conquests toward the East, the par-

ting of industrial wmit of
Upper Silesia — these were ali dictated by
the hest motiva

the mining and

but they created an plague
spot of political, cconomic and cultural ia-
stability which poisoncd European Life.

“The obvions sohuion is to eject Cerman
Junke:i province and include
East Prussia in Polish State to which
by many considerations of a geographic and

from that

the

economic nature, it so patently belongs. Most
of the ills from which East Prussia in its
isolation traditionally suffered could be cared
through this operation ,and many ills which
East Prussia visited wpon the world might
be averied in the same way™.
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Poland “Persecuies” her Minorities

In Western Europe, and in  the
United States, the opinion is generally
held that Poland is a country that op-
pressess the national minorities inhab-
iting its territory. Some critics go so
far as to charge Poland with pursuing
a definite racial policy. Such an accusa-
tion is extremely painful to our national
pride, Please therefore allow us 10
consider this matter a little more extens-
ively.

The Jewish problem differs greatly
from problems of other minorities and
therefore merits separate  cxamination

Tons of printer’s ink have been used
to paint the Poles in the darkest colours
as extreme Antisemites. I assure you
that Poland is laid open to attack as a
country of Antisemitism  becanse  we
Poles awere in owr history the wmiost
philosewmitic nation in the wworld, or at
lcast one of the most liberal countries,

This is not a paradoxical statement.
Tt is simply a statement of fact casy
to prove. You have only to open the
history texthook within reach, in
order to recall the details of the ter-
rible and bloody days of FEuropean
Jewry, during several centuries, from
the Ninth to the Eightcenth century
with some intervals, In all the coun-
trics of Lurope the blood of Jews
flowed in streams. In Spain, France,
England, Germany. Switzerland, edicts
were jssucd after the slaughter, expell-
ing all the surviving Jews and prohibit-
ing them from taking with them any
of their belongings

In that period, when throughou
Europe Jews were being destroved and
persecuted like animals, Poland alene,
knnwn at that time as Asifium Judaeo-
rum, fullilled its duty of merey and
humanitarianism

in the 12th century the Polish Prince
Roleslaw in what is known as the
Statute of Kalizz granted to Jews civi
rights and privileges, later in many
cases extended. and these rights retained
their fegal valid'ty until the end of
Poland’s independence.

Poles did not demand then from
the unfortunate victims of terror fo
produce passports and visas. They did
not enquire into their finaneial means,
They did not insist on quotas and con-
tingents, They did not act as a resu!
of diplomatic pressure but of their own
accord threw their frontiers wide open
and granted 16 the Jews unlimited
asylum, guaranteed their  rights  and
gave them opportunities of unhampered
development, Small wonder, therefore,
that in that situation masses of Jews
from all over Lurope sought Poland's

hospitality, coming from Fast and West,
North and South.

When after centuries the persecu-
tions died down, only small islands of
Jewry remained in the western countries
not exceeding one percent of the totsl
population, whereas in Poland  Jews
beeame a strong minority group, making
up about ten per cent, of the population
in the country as a whole, and as much
as thirty per cent. in the capital.

The {further devclopment of events
went along the way of iron logic of
laws of social development. The as vet
tmperfectly formed social and econom-
ic organisim nf Poland admitted a huge
Jewish emigration, eomposed  exclus-
ively of merchants and middlemen, Too
numerous to assimilate themselves and
become absorbed in the Polish mass,
the Jews in Doland became a separate
group fromn the point of view of race,
religion. customs and  traditions,
was not the fault of the Jews, but was
duc to the conditions in the Diaspora
which did not permit Jews to grow
evenly into the amatomy and link up
with the physiology of the Polish cco-
nomic and social structure. They re-
mained. in the main, an alien bady.

The existence in a rather poor coun-
try in which possibilities of earning a
livelihood were not plentiful, of a group
amounting to almost ten per cent. of
the country’s population and differing
from that population ethnically antl
religiously, cnupled with the unwicldy
cconomic  structure of that group by
reason of its almost exculsive devotion
to trade, and to its holding a monopoly
in some of its branches, must, in
cordance with the Jaw of cause and
effect, inevitably have brought aboui
a certain amount of friction

Consider the meaning of the fol
lowing figures: of the population
Poland as a whole 607 carned their
livelihood  {rom agriculture and saly
30% from commerce, industry and the
proicssions, In the case of the [Jews
the proportions were: agriculture: 977,
commerce, industry and the profess
ions: over 7a7, I'rom data published by
the World Jewish Congress it appears
that in the years 1021-—1631 among
every 100 emplovees in Poland in com-
meree and insurance the proportion of
Jews to non-Jews was 0362 to 438
In this connection it is extremely in-
teresting to read the Agures and views
nf that prominent Jewish writer Jakoh
l.eszczynski.

=

When gne knows what such a high
proportion of income gained from com-
merce means in a poor country, one
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by Stanistaw Strzetelski

need not be an economist or sociologist

to realise the opportunities that such
disproportionate  figures  provide for
friction in the cconomic and  social
spheres.

Such is the background of a pheno-
menon which s called Antisemitism m
Polund and such ix the nature of
historical process which has made of
Polish Philosemitism a source of attack
on Doland,

I do not intend at ail to deny the
existence of Antwsemitism in Poland.
t has expressed itself as an cconomic
and social phepomenon in the strugghe
for existence in a similar shape as
Anti-Hindunism  in Africa,  Anti-lta
fianism in Tunisia, or even the Anti-
Hellenism of the Jews of the ancient
world when the Greeks mastered the
trade and whatever professions there
were in the then totally agricultural
Jewish community, There was, it is
true, no lack of regrettable reaction in
Poland, but in the first place its per-
centage was not higher than elsewhere,
and. secondly it had the character of
an cconomic and social struggle, and
had iittle to do with race. And in this
connection we should not forget thai
things might have been entirely diffe-
rent had Poland not heen hoycotted by
international capital and had not been
cut off from foreign sources of credit.

Resides, despite all  the outward
phenomena of Antisemitism that were
to be met with in Poland, I cannot for
a moment imagine that such a form of
“social discrimination™ by entire towns
a few miles from the capital as the
exhibition of posters reading: “Restrict
ed” (the article comes from U.S.A. —
translatnr’s noted would have heen pos
sible in Poland.

And who arc those who to-day
write and speak of Polish Antisemitism*
Are they those who have fuifilled their
clementary  humanitarian duty towards
Luropean Jews

What country kept her gates as wide
open to the Jewish masses persecuted
by Hiter as Poland, who received the
Jews during hundreds of years? Just
think! Tf any country were to do today
for the Jews what Poland did once,
that country would have to agree to let
in, in the course of the past ten years,
several million Kuropean Jews. Do you
see any signs of such readiness? And
which country has agreed to let in, not
miflions, but even hundreds of thou-
sands of these vietims of Hitler. hunted
like wild animals?

The reply to this question is prov
ided by the tragic phantom-ships, fitled
o capacity with Jewish refugees from
Ciermany, sent irom one port to another,
by the tens and hundreds of thousands
of human beings waiting in vain for
visas to any overscas country. It is nnt
difficult to give asylum to a limited
numbier of refugees  with  well-lined
pocket-hooks, But thought ought to have
been given to the poor among them, in
the masses of hundreds of thousands
of the disinherited, treated like antmals
And are you aware, dear friend. that
still today thousands of Jew in in-
deseribable misery and poverty vainly
await on various slands the granting
of the dreamt-of visas that will enable
them to enter civilised countries

Poland only a ics
years before the war granted citizen
=hip 10 seme 500,000 Jews. Do vou know
any country of the Western World tha
would have been ready o do likewis

No single nation could, can and
will be able to solve this problem alone.
The responsibility for solving the jewi
problem and the duty to do so rests
nn all the ¢ivilised nations. There exi
in fact, a real solution, and a sincere
one, one not based on hypocritical hali-
means, 1 refer of course to the Jewish
Naticnal Home, ’

ntisemitic”

T was twice in Palestine and on both
occasions 1 came back enchanted with
the resuits of the wonderiul regeneration
which this undoubtedly highly capable
nation has achieved in the course f only
a few decades. ’

The organisation of ot compulsary
bt voluntary emigration, the with-
drawal of the poar and backward Je
wish masses from their ghettoes, the
guarantee to them of opportunitics for
free development, the cure of the hope
tess and unhealthy one-sidedness of their
social structure —~ this is the main road

towards the solution  of the  Jewish
problem. Besides, as far as DPoland i3
concerned, the Improvement in the situa-
tion of the Jews will depend primarily
upon the improvement in the couniry
economic situation. In the face of the
terrible tragedy of the Jews, caused
by the inhuman erueltics of Hitier, the
detailed  problems are less important.
To-day it is necessary to remove, in
the first place, the Jewish probiem fron
under the deep favers of hypocrisy and

lies with which it has been obscureid
and to present it courageously  and
clearly as a questinn of positive wnder

takings by all the civilised nations of
the world, Even the foudest prote
against Hitler’s crimes are of no avarl
in solving the Jewish problem. Difficu't
political and social problems are not
solved by charity, by expressions of
sympathy or by hypocritical verbali
Concrete acts and efiorts by all parties
are required,

The Polish nation. as a truly and
deeply Christian people and onc that
vnderstands the terrible tragedy of
homeless  Jewry better perhaps than
other peoples, is prepared for the widest
possible collaboration towards this end
and to take upon its shoulders both its
justly admonished share of the guilt
and the future sacrifices involved.

But here again the sacrifices, energy
and capital of one nation will not suffice.
It will be necessary for all civilised
nations t0 collaborate

The problem of non-Jew
ities is somewhat different.

The minorities concerned are the
Ukrainians, White Russians and Lithn-
anians, making in all more than 207
of Poland's population,

First of all, one essential question,
How is it that Poland has such a refa-
tively high percentage of minorities as
compared with Germany, for instance?

The answer is very simple.

Throughout her history Poland was
tolerant and recognised the principle
of equal rights for all nations at a
time when nations in the present-day
meaning of the term did not exist, The
Germans have no minorities in the im-
mediate vicinity of Derlin. for they had
simply exterminated the Slav tribes that
once inhabited those Jands, and had
thus in the simplest manner. by fire and
sword, solved the problem of minorities

in Poland the question of language.
for instance .was solved in the Union
between Poland, Lithuania and Ruthe-
nia on terms of full cquality. In the
vear 1413 Poland linked with Lithuania
on the basis of “attachment to the com-
men faith as well as equality of rights
and benefits” and 10 vears later. in
1.423. both nations admirted the Ruthe-

m.

sk minor-

nian “Schismatics” to that  common-
wealth,
The problem of minorities never

existed in old Poland: it arose only ‘n

the 1oth century as an expressi of
the policy of “divide ¢t impera” follaw-
el on Dolish seil by  Russia  amd
Austria.

After 1018, in Tndependent Poland.
minorities were given all political and
civic rights. They had their represea-
tation in Parliament and seli-government
organs, a separate school system and
full fiberty of cultural development. Tn

193¢ there were in Poland 3000 Ukra-
intan or bi-lingual schools maintained
by the State.

In 1937 on the occasion
of a prominent Frenchman
an interesting conversation

of the visit
to Warsaw
took place,

in which the participants were that
Frenchman, 2 well-known  Ukraintan
journalist and some Poles. Tt was in

the nature of an improvised political
dispute, The Ukrainian presented a long
list of complaints that his people had
eoncerning the policy of the Polish
Government towards minorities,

When the Ukrainian had  finished
is cxposd, the Frenchman remarked:
“The situation is indeed unpleasant. In
Poland the Ukrainians and White Rus-
sians fihere were only 80.000 Lithuan-
inmns in Poland — Author) constitute
relatively small minority groups, and
rwhere T hear so many complaints
Doland. In Russia the number
rain‘ans is ten times and the
number of \White Russians several times
greater than in Poland and yet no
complaints are made or grievances voi-
ced. This compari i st striking”.
And the Frenchman turned to the Po-
les present, as if requesting an explana-
tion of this phenonienon.

The Poles did not reply. They only
looked at the Ukra‘nian.

But the Ukrainian kept silent.

This silence was well-founded. For
in Poland the national minorities, hav-
ing guaranteed freedom of development,
both cultural and national, had the right
and opportunity to voice their grievan-
ces and did so in no restrained tones.
In Russia it was quite diffcrent. How
much more of an cxpression of free-
dom there is in a loud protest than
in sinister silence..

H. G. Weils wrote recemly that up
till now there been no trouble in
Roviet Russia with minorities, and add-
ed that when hisiery will weigh on the
scales the importance of Sialin, the
solutien of the minoritics problem in
Russia nnce and for alt will be acclaim-
ed as his greatest achievement.

AMr. \Wells is well-known throughout
the world for his liberal convictions.
So what could have led him to write
these words? The reply is obvious.

1 do not wish to pretend that Polish-
Ukrainian relations were admirable, just
as no Englishman cver claimed that
Anglo-Irish refations were idyllic, Ob-
viously the Polish Government would

like to s izens living peacefully
and happily as one great family, just as
the DBrisish Government would Fke to see
the Irish question settled once and

for all. But it should not be forgotren
K

that as regards Polish-Ukrainian rela-
tions many regretrable events were caused
inations of a section of the
leaders with Berlin and that
further pro of that close collabora-
tion have appearcd in striking shape in
this war,

I have tried here to give an honest
ver to the questions raised by some
of our critics. Poland in not without
guilt, but how much worse is the guiltof
those who through ignorance or hypo-
ar because of an uneasy conscience
are slinging mud at us accompanicd
by words of pathetic indignation.

ans
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The story of che Polish Underground
Movement is written in the blood of its
unknown heroes on the slopes of the War-
saw Ciradel and on the walls of houses
in countless towns and villages of the
Polish countryside. The record of che
glorous exploits of the Movement's ane-
nymous warriors, when the time comes
for it to bL made public, will constituze
a unique chapter in the lnsmry of Lurom
To-day, however, hittie 18 known of the
nature of this powerful organisation.
¢, lepends are continually being woven
and circolated around the acrivities of
the Movement, lrgmds in which reality
mingles with pha; concrete facts
wx\h flights of the imag.nation, the truth
with the magic of the tales handed down
from the days of the carly strugales of the
Polish peop'e with their oppressors.

The legend of Polish heroism was
carried to America by Washingeon's |
roic compan‘ons-in-arms, Kosciuszko and
Pulaski. When, weighed down by the su-
perior nuinbers of the German and Rus-
sian forces, Poland was compelled to give
up the struggle for her independence i
o and Pulaski
“swords but fled to
America to help the colonists in their
struaale for freedom thus remaining true
to the Polish motto, “For Feedom — Qurs
and Yours Alike!”.

The legcnd continued throughout the
centurics, Thrice in the course of the
nineteenth century did the Poles unsheathe
the sword again: in 1831, again in 1848
and a third time in 1863. And in the
twenticth century they again took up
arms, to tebuild in 1919 “from the smoke
and ashes and pools of blood” a state
whose character and progressiveness gained
for it the admiration of the whole world.

To-day, the legend, aris'ng Phocnix-
like from its ashes, is born anew. Poland
has gone underground: she waaes both
a day-today strurale with the invader
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and prepates for a general uprising. The
nation who for a century and a half
“went to bed with a gun to be ready for
an attack in the morning” is familiar, as
is no other people ot Lurope, with ali the
methoas and means of underground war-
fare. In their daly strugple with their
oppressors they are drawing on the fruits
of their narion’s long experience in fight-
ing under the surtace. the legend has
fost nonc of its force: on the contrary 1t
has gained new strength — the aid of
the grear democracies and a nationwide
orgamsacion in continual contact wuth the
Generat Statfs of the Allied Powers,

Consequentle, in order to evaluate the
results of the struagle which has been
waged by the Movement during the past
four years, one must first of all plerce
the mist of the beauriful legends sur-
rmmqu its name and reach the hard
cround of reality, Let the facts speak for
themsalves: they are far more interesting
and. indeed, far more tragic than any
legend ever created.

The Organsation of the Under-
ground and its Courts of Justice

The isolated activities of the Under-
ground, such as guerilla warfare, acts of
sabotage and arracks on ind.vidual Ger-
mans, which were uncoordinared in the
first year of the Movement's existence for
obvious reasons, began to be carried out
in accordance with a uniform plan already
in 1040. This advance came about as the
result of the establishment of permanent
contact between the heads of the Move-
ment and berween General S korski’s Go-
vernment and the Polish military authori-
ties, ar first in Franee, and tat:rin London,
The nation in its agony soon came to
realise thar unorganised activites could
only lead to rapid liouidaron of the cen-
tres of resistance and to the dis-avery of
the Movement's leaders. Accordingly, it
was decided at a series of secret meetings

General Kazimierz Sosnkowski
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held that year on the formation of a Di-
rectorate of Civitian Resistance to direct
the underground struggle throughout the
length and breadth of the country.
Contact_berween the Movement and
the Polish Government in London is main-
tained through the lateer’s delegate in Po-
land. Under this delegate’s authority are
all the secrer cadres of Polish civil ser-
vants who are prepared to take over the
reins of administration the moment the
uprising commences, The administration
of Justice, however, already functions.
Polish Courts of Justice are to-day passing
judeements on Germans convicted of par-
ticular cruclty to Poles, on those auilty
of “u_ll executions, and those charged
with raking illecal possession of property
belonging to the Polish Srate ar its cit
zens, Judaements passed by such courts
are communicated to the accused by letter

¢

following manner. At 10 o'clock on the
night of the 2nd of May, Krueger, after
inspecting the city, areived in his car at
the Cracow police headquarters, He was
not surprised to find an augmented ;:uard
consisting of four Gestapo agents on the
steps of the building, since he himself
had ordered the alarm that night. It was
the eve of the areatest Polish nartional
holiday, the anniversary of the dav on
wh'ch in the year 1791 the Polish nation
established the first democratic constitu-
tion in Europe. This national holiday,
which was observed with such rejoicing in
free Poland, has become s'nee the German
occupation a day of strect fichts and mass
demonsera . of massacres and repres-

sion.

Krueger's admutant opened the door
of the car, and the Gestang chief alighted
and mounted the steps of the building,

M. Rac:

crmen
a few days before their execution and are
published in the Underground press which
counts some 180 publications. Here is a
characteristic proclamation which appeared
in the issue of the secrer Polish paper
“Rzeczpospolita Polska™ for April 18th
1043°
PUBLIC NOTICE.

The following is an extract of a Judge-
ment pronounced by the Polish Special
Tribunal:

IN THE NAME OF THE POLISH
REPUBLIC!

On the 12th of February 1943 the
Special Tribunal of Warsaw, after having
examined the case of Hermann Gleist,
head of the Warsaw Arbeitsamt, born in
Beelin on TJuly 2nd 1901 and charged in
1042 in Warsaw with the following cri-
mes,

a) In his capacity of head of the Ar-
beitsame, he was the main organiser of
the street raids and one of the promoters
of the movement for the deportation of
the Polish population to Germany: he also
showed cruelty in his relations with Poles
in the execution of his functions;

b) Taking advantage of his position
to line his own pockers, he intmidated
various persons with the threat of denor-
tation to Germany for forced labour;

HAS PASSED SENTENCE AS
FOLLOWS: The aforesaid Hermann
Gleist is found euw'ley of the crimes of
which he is accused and is therefore con-
demned to suffer the penalty of death.

Judgement was execured on the 8th
of March 1043 bv shootr'ng.

One of the most daring of the exoloits
of the Polich Underaround was the shoac.
ing of Wilhelm Krueger, known as the

Hevdrich of Poland,
The Death ¢f Cracow Hangman

Krueger, Himmler’s chief representa-
tive in the General-Gouvernement, a S.S
group-leader and chief of the Gestapo
Security Section, was the highest Gestapo
authority on Polish soil. Under kis autho-
rity were a'l the German Police, Gestapo
officials and S.S. formations in the terri-
tory. Krueger developed an incredibly
bestial eneray in exercising his functions,
which manifested itself in thousands of
executions and the incarceration of tens
of thousands of Poles behind the barbed
wire of concentration camps,

When the list of German Hangmen
was prepared by the Tribunal of Ven-
geance, and Krueger’s name appeared at
its head, the Directorate of Civilian Re-
sistance condemend him to death.

The sentence was carried out in the
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giving !he Hitler salute to the puard. In
reply he was greeted by shots from sub-
machme guns, The German guard had
fired at Krueger and his escort. Krueger
collapsed on the pavement in a pool of
blood. The sound of the firing drew scores
of police from the buxldmg‘ and a hue
and cry was raised. Bur in vain. The
emissaries of the Directorate of Civilian
Res'stance who had waited in Gestapo
uniforms for an hour in front of the
police building, having executed the sen-
tence, had disappeared into the night...
On that same nighe of May 2nd-2ed
all Polish monuments that had remained
standing in the citv and the squares in
which monuments had formetly stood,

were decorated with piles of red and white
flowers. In the morning Polish tiags were
discovered on numerous buildings occu-
picd by Germans, — hung our overnight
by unknown han

In the afternoon crowds of Poles ga-
thered in the squares of the city and si-
lently paid homage to the memory of the
fallen in accordance with the custom pre-
vailing nn all national holidays since the
1st of September 1039, Thc silence was
broken bv the loudspeakers which had
been installed by JxL Germans in the main
thoroughfares for the purpose of making
Lknown official announcements, playing
incessantly noisy marches and loud wal-

tzes,

Suddenly there is deep silence. The
German  transmission  has  been inter-
rupzed... In a very short time, however,
the loud- spkaurs are heard again, but
the music is different: the delichred
crowds  hear the maijestic tones of the
“Rota”, thc Polish Marse:tlaise. sung by
an invisible choir, This is followed by a
patriotic appeal by the d:lcga[z of the
Polish Government, invoking the pzople

came the national anchem

“Poland is not yet lost

“As long as we live.

“That which the alien power has taken

from us

With might we shall regain..”

Before the German potice could dis-
connect the loud-speakers the broadcast
was over,

The crowds remained standing in silene
admiration. Someone screamed; someone
cried. Then renewed silence. Warsaw had
celebrated in a dignified manner the z3rd
of May.

Krueger, who had proclaimed that
there would be no more 3rd of May cele
brations fay dying in a Cracow hospital
He did not keep his promise. But the
Directarate of Civilian Resistance kept
the promise thar it had given to the Polish
nation: the judgement was executed.
Krueger, doomed to death, was breathing
his last in the capiral of the General-
Gouvernement, at the very moment when
the 3rd of Mav was being celebrated in
the capiral of Poland by rhe singing of
the Polish national anthem, broadcast by
the offical German streer loud-speakers
— for the main cable had been secretly
tapped by rechnicians of the Polish under.
ground radio station.

The Polish Underground Creates
a Regular Army

Immediately after contact had been es-

Destruction of Warsaw by the Germans,
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tablished between the Polish Government
and the Underground, organisation of
the cadres of the Polish army — the so-
called “National Army” was begun in
accordance with instructions received from
the military author:ties in London. Com.
posed of normal detachments, the Natio-
nal Army continues military train‘ng un-
der immcasurably difficuic conditions in
preparation for an organised uprising at
the moment which will be anrounc~d by
the supreme command of the Alfied
Armed Forces,

Reasons of military secrecy do not, of
course, permit the publication of the de-
tails of the contact between the comman-
ders of the National Army and the autho-
rities in London. That such a cpntact
does, however, exist is proved by the un-
relenting cfforts made by the German Se-
cret Police to break the perfectly orga-
nised lines of communication. maintained
by countless silent heroes in the cause of
freedom.

The National Army posscsses special
detachments — known by the intdals “S.
CD” — d in the sabot.
jects of military value. Communiques
from Poland give an indication of the
extent of the activities of these forma-
tions, particularly in the Cental and
Eastern provinees. In March last year 424
Germans were killed or wounded, consi-
derable damage and grave disorganisation
caused to rai} traffic and Jarge quantities
of goods destroyed. In Eastern Poland
17 trains were derailed in the course of
one month alone — March 1943 — as a
resulc of which 53 railway carriages and
o locomotives were put out of action. At
the same time 6o petroleum. 20 olive-oil
and four wood-alcohol tank-cars were set
on fire. Taps were removed from instal-
latio=s containing some 8oo eallons of
petroleum, Simitar damage was dore to
installations econrain‘ng petrol and gas.
A whole tra'n of tank-cars conraining pe-
troleum was comoletely destroved, and
a transport of 36 trucks met with a similar
fate.

During the samc period operations
conducted by one of the formations
brought about in the Central Provinces
the derailment of trains and dislocation
of traffic in 20 places. due to damage
caused to the permanent way and tele-
graph Ines. As a result of these opera-
tions, seven locomotives and 112 carriages
were irretrievably damaged, 53 being burnt
out, and considerable loss of life inflicted
among the German railway personnel.
Altogether in Central Poland, apart from
the above-described operations, about a
hundred locomotives and 18 military
trains bound for the Eastern Front were
stopped by explosions and 8 cars carrying
military supplics were completely des-
troyed,

Sabotage has also put out of action
for a considerable time seven oil wells and
two large foundries.
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A German poster in destroyed Warsaw veads: “England — this
is your work!”

The General Staff of the National
Army makes known to the entir¢ Polish
population. through the medium of the
press and the radio, the results of opera-
tions carried out by the formations under
its command. The following is a typical
announcement which was published in the
issue for March 11th, 1943 of “Rzeczpos-
polita Polska™:

ORDER OF THE DAY ISSUED BY

THE COMMANDER OF THE

ARMED FORCES IN POLAND

No. 84 of February 8th 1043.

In the course of direct action by our
armed forces against the invader, a few
daring operations have been carried out
with the obiect of rescuing Polish soldiers
from the hands of the Germans.

These attacks were executed in a va-
riety of places and were mainly dicected
at prisons and convoys of prisoners. The

Their Majesnes, King George VI and Queen Elicabeth in the
Army “Somewhere in Britain”.

Stleor ekt
larest of these operations calls for special
mention,

From the interior of the country there
set out recently a detachment of soldiers
and volunteers. This detachment, over-
coming: tremendous obstacles, stormed the
prison in a gallant assaule, killing several
Germans, rescuing our soldiers and libe-
rating a number of political prisoners.
Qur fighters suffered no losses whatever,
whether in men or arms, The success of
the engagement was due to it having been
carefully planned beforehand down to
the last detail, and also to the marked
coutage and exemplary coolness during
the attack and after it of those who took
part.

The exploit described above is only
one of innumerable operations conducred
by the National Army as part of its fight
against the enemy. Together with other
operations successfully completed previous.

ly, it serves as proof of the splendid fight-
ing qualitics of our men and of their ex-
traordinary gallantry.

I have pleasure in conferring the fol-
lowing distinct’ons upon men who took
part in th's operation:

Two of them are nominated 2nd Licute-
nants;

Two are awarded the “Virtuti Mili-
tari’. sth Class;

A few who distinguished themselves
by outstanding gallantry are awarded the
“Cross of Valour™;

The remainder are honourably mea-
tioned.

The Commander of the
National Army

The Battles of Kransnobrod and
the Warsaw Ghetto

The following announcements of the

Con a siat t the Dolish

Directorate of Civilian Resistance ap-
peared in the issues for March 4th and
March 11th 1943 of the “Biuletyn Infor-
macyiny”, an underground periodical:
FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT

At the beginning of February the Ger-
mans organised in the district of Krasno-
brod a man-hunt for inhabitants who had
gone into hiding to avoid deportation and
for Polish guerilla fighters who concealed
themselves in the forests, Fighting bet-
ween the searchers and these in hiding
began on February i1z2th and lasted uneil
February 12th. The Poles received assis-
tance from an intervention detachment
of the National Army, which striking
outwards, broke the German cordon and
thus opened up a way of escape for the
surrounded formations. According to in-
formation received, our casualties amount-
ed to more than twenty men.

SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT

On the 6th of March the Directorate

tary announcement, worded as follows:

1. The Bartle of Krasnobrod began
already on February 1st;

2. Units of the armed forces took
part on the Polish side;

3. On the German side there tock
part some 2000 exceflently equipped men,
who used acroplanes, ranks and anti-
tank guns. German losses were about
forey.

3. The horrible cruelty of the Ger-
mans manifested itself in 5 village near
Luszczace in which 6o innocent persons
were massacred and in the district of Ha-
mernia where women were raped in the
villages and children and women mur-
dered.

The contents of both announcements
afford clear evidence of the fact that the
guerilla fighting took the form of a
pitched battle between the National Aravy

company of the late Gen

and detachments of the German Wehr-
macht,

A further example of such fightire is
afforded by the famous battle of the War.
saw Ghetto.

In this bartle, which lasted from April
18th to the end of May, 6.000 Germans
were engaced, supported by tanks and
artillerv, The Jewish Fighting Organisa-
tioh, which was assisted by the Polish Un-
deraround, afflicted severe losses on the

by Jerzy Tepa

Germans, but 2000 fews fell in the battle,
and a further 3000 cotpses were later
found in the gutted houses of the Ghetto
and among its ruins,

The Polish Underground Movement,
wel] organised and in continual contact
with the Polish Government in London,
awaits the order for an uprising. It knows
that this order will be given at the moment
which wlll be found most suitable by the
General Staff of the Allied Armies.

*  x
*
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U.S. Ambassadar 1o Poland Diddle (“Life”
October 4, 1633).

General Wiadystaw Anders

Born 189z, A graduate of Higher Milicary
Academy, Russia; Military Academy, Warsaw;
Military Academy, Paris,

Saw service in the first World War, During
the fighting for the liberation of Wiclkopolska
was Chief-of-Staff to Gen, Dowbér-Musnicki,

War, In the 1939 campaign fought une the
end of Seprember, when he was wounded chree
times. Was taken prisoner by the Russians and
released on yth August 1941 on the signing
of the Polish-Sovier Treaty, Was entrasted
with the command of che Polish army which

From February 1919 held rank of li
colonel.

of Civilian R ce issued a I

THEBAKER OF BRISTOL

Distinguished himself in the Polish-Russian

A few years ago. when Kosciuszko
came to Bristol on his way to America,
great marks of honour were shown him,
and many presents made him, both by
the municipality and by individuals.
Among others, an honest gingerbread-
baker thought, as he was going to sca,
nothing could bhe more acceptable to
him than a noble plum-cake for he
voyage; he
which ould be made, and a valiant - one it

made him the very best

s It was as big as he could carry:
and on the top, which was as usual
covered with a crust of sugar, was
written in coloured sugar-plums — “Ta

the gallant Kosciuszko'.

With this burden the good man
procecded to the house of the American

consul, where Kosciuszko was lodged.

and inquived for the genmeral. He was
told that he was Tving on the sofa (for
his wounds were not at that time heal-
ed), and was too much fatigued and
“OR”,
the ginger-bread baker, “he
Y
me the way up”:

ton unwell to see anyuone. sand

won't he

angry at seeing me, 1 warrant, so show
and pushing the ser
vant forward, he followed him up th~
stairs ity the room. When, however
he saw the great man whom he was
come to honour lying on a couch wih
his countenance pale, pamiul and emay
iated, yer full of henevoience, the sizht
him: he put

overpowered down his

cake, burst into tears ke a child. anl

ran ent of the room without speaking
a single word,

Robert Southey, 1802

was then d in Russia.
On his arrival in Iran was appoinred C.in.C,
Polish Army in the East.

Gen. Anders in conversation with G.O.C. British gth Army.
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POLAND IN

A Monastery wn Eastern Poland.

The Cracow Gate. Lublin,

The Interior of the Church of St. Peter and St. Paul, Wilno, M/S "PILSUDSKI" sunk in a fight with German Ulboats in the Atlantic.

WE ARE FIGHTING...

Blast furnaces in Upper Silesia.
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N PIGTURES

The Jesuit College, Pirisk (Eastern Poland)

Statues of the first Kings of Poland : Miestko I and Bo.
lestaw the Great in the Golden Chapel of the Catbedral,
Poznan,

Dam under construction on the River Dunajec at Rognéw (Southern Poland).

.WE SHALL WIN

Courtyard of the Roydl Pdlace, Cracow.
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MAP AND FRONTIERS

The map given above is a photographic re-
production of an old German map published
'in 1793 It shows the area of the Republic
of Poland at that time or, more accurately,
one of the oldest federations of the Polish
Crown, together with the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania. The map is entitled: General-
Karte vom Polen, Litausn und ongrenzenden
Loenderm wach Zannomi, Folin, Uz. Pfau &
Neuherausgegeben von Herrmm F. A. Schraembl.
XDCCLXXXXIIL

Schraembl’s map, which is 91X105 cm. in
size, was engraved on the scale of about
1:125.000, The original component parts of the
Republic are hand-minted in various colours.
The old Eastern frontier of the Republic,
dating back to 1492, is not marked; anyhow
it extended so far eastwards that it could
mot possibly have come into the framework
of the map. The towns of Smolensk,
Toropiec, Vielkie Luki, Czemichow, Hadiacz,
Poitava, and others, recently mentioned in
war communiques, belonged then to the Re-
public.

After the Andruszew Treaty in 1667, which
was 5o unfavourable to Poland, Russia (then
Moxcovy) occupicd the entire territory of the

Ukraine beyond the Dnieper, which had up
to then been Polish, as well as several towns
in the Nosth, including Smolensk. Kiev, ceded
to Moscovy by Poland for a period of two
years only, was never restored to her. Poland
however, retained Cisdnieprian Ukraine, (other-
wise known as Right-banked Ukraine) but
without Kicv and the Mohilev and Vitebsk
regions extending mose nosthwards,

During the period 1667-~1772 Poland still
held al} those territories marked by Schraembl
on his map in colours,

In 1772 on the basis of a conspiracy en-
tered into by her with Austria and Prussia,
Russia occupied  Southern  Inflanty  with
Duenaburg as far as the Dvina River, together
with part of White Ruthenia with Vi-
tebsk, Mohilev, Mscistav,
other Polish cities — althogether some 110,000

Rohaczov, and
square kilometres. The new f{rontier for the
most part followed the courses of the Dvina
and Dnieper rivers. The Russian occupation
zone js marked on the map in yellow; in the
reproduction it appears as the darkest shade.
Austria occopied the whole of Southern
Poland, viz. the regions to the South of the
Upper Vistula as far as Sandomierz, south-

wards from the line Sandomierz—Horodlo—
Zbaraz and to the cast of the Zbrucz siver,
She thus came into posscssion of the follow-
ing important Polish cities: Lvov, Zamosc,
Halicz, Tamopo!, Przemys), Stanislavov, Tar~
nov, Cracow still remained in Polish posses-
sion. Altogether, Austria occupied some eigh-
ty thousand square kiometres. This zone,
too, is coloured ycHow in the map and like-
wise appears in the reproduction as the darkest
shade,

Prussia tore off from Poland part of
the Kujawy and Pomerania (aiso known as
Royal or Polish Prussia). In all, the Prus-
sians seized some thirty-five thousand square
kilometres. On the map the Prussian-annexed
provinces are coloured dark-blue. In the re-
production they come out a lighter shade
than the provinces annexed by Austria and
Russia.

Polish Danzig (“Gdansk” in Polish —
translator’s note) and Torun still remained
in Polish possession. 1793 a
second partition of Polish territory took place.
This time Austria did not take part, Russia
seized a huge slice of territory, comprising
the entire Polish Ukraine to the West of the

In the year

Dnieper, almost the whole of Podolia (a
part had already been taken by Austria), half
of Vothynia, practically ali Polish Polesie
(imcluding the Pripet Marshes — translator's
note) from the Dnicper to Pinsk, and finally
a considerable part of White Ruthenia Of
the more important towns the Russians took
Druja, Minsk, Borysov, Sluck,
Ostrog, Kamienice, Zhitomir, Braclav — in
all some two hundred and fifty thousand
kilometres, All  these
marked in Schracmbl’s map in green. In the

Nieswiez,

square regions  are
reproduction they appear as medium-grey.
Cermany (Prussia) robbed Poland of her
Poland
remrants  of

such as:
(Wielkopolska  proper),  the
Kujawy and part of Mazowsze (central region
incorporating  Warsaw — translator’s note)
with  the Poznan,
Kalisz, Sieradz, Leczyca, Plock, Rawa, Wloe-
lawek. She also occupied Torun and Danzig.
{the latter city put up a desperate resistance
to the occupying troops) Prussia thus scized
in ail some sixty thousand square kilometras.
-These areas are coloured on the map a light-
blue shade, and in the reproduction come
out slightly lighter than the shade of the
first Prussian partition,

western  regions Greater

foliowing farger cities:

A part of Poland covering some two
tundred and fifty square kilometres escaped
annexation at that time, but it was no longer
a wholly sovereign state, for in the apital,
Warsaw, a Russian garrison was stationed.

In 1705 the fimal (third) and this time
complele partition of the Polish Republic
took place. Its neighbours divided among
themscives the remaining territory coloured
pink in Schraembl’s map, and appearing in
the photographic reproduction as a very Tight
grey shade. Russia annexed about tracoo
square kilometres, Austria about 46,000 and
Prussia 2bout 5000 square kilometres.

The Poland that was rebuilt within the
fronticrs faid down by the Treaties of Ver-
sailles and Riga covered an arca comprising
less than half of her territory before the
partitions. In particular her Eastern frontier
was fixed almost exactly along the line of
the second Russian anmexation of 1793. This
far-reaching compromisc after a wictorious
war had as its aim the creation of founda-
tions for lasting good-ncighbourly relations
between Poland and her Eastern neighbaur.
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FROM THE BORING WORLD OF FIGURES

Although, after one hundred and
twenty-three vears of cnslavement, the
Polish state was re-established on only
half the territory which it held hefore
the partitions, The area of the Repubiic
to-day is some 380,700 square kilome-

tres. Poland is thus one of the Jargest
countries of Lurepe, ranking in size
only after Russia, France,

Spain and  Sweden

Poland’s population was on the 13t
of January 1030 33 Consz-
quently in number of inhabitints st
also held the sixth place among the
European  states. Thanks to her |
birthrate, which -— despite a decrease
in recent years — added 100000 10 her
citizens annually, the population of Po-
tand was rapidly approaching the leve
of France, Tralyv and Great Britain.

We thus see that neither from the
point of view of of territory nor
of population can there be any justifiea-
ton frr the cassification of Poland as

a “small” country with “Fmited inter-
ests”, We may add that the role taken
by her in history and the part that s

is so obvinusly b to play the

future both put her outside the group
of “small nations™.

As regards the density of her popula-
tion, Paland with qo persons per square
kilometre is well above the Furopean
average of 47 Compare this Hgure with
193 in Great Britain, 1335 in Germany

and 76 in France, and will be seen
that Poland’s density  is typical  of
ndustrial rather than of agricultural

countries,

Thanks to a hicher proportion of
births and more difficult living condi-
tions, the population of Poland is an the
average vounger than those of the coun-
tries of Western Europe, Children
up to the age of 13 years form in our
country one third of the population,
while in the U, K.. France. Germany
and Relgium the proportion is under a
quarter. On the other hand the census
of 1931 showed only 14805 persons
above the age of fifty while in Great
Britain the figure for that categnry at
that time was 22.6%., in Pelgium 22.87%,
Germany 21.8% and TFrance 47
(this notwithstanding the fact that the
French mortality rate of 154 per oo
inhab'tants was s'ightly higher than the
Polish rate of 138 per 1000 inhabitants).
Poland has thus to bear greater ex-
penses in connection with the uvbring-
ing of children than the countrics of
Western Tiurope ; but, on the other hand,
if it had not been for the \War, her
future would have heen better secured

Following is the classification of the
population according to languaze, 68977
spoke Polish as their mother tongue,
139% Ukrainian (Ruthenian}), 3.1%
White Ruthenian, 2.3% German, 8607
Yiddish or Tlebrew, 049 Russian, and
2.8% a variety of other languages. R~
religion 63877 were Roman C
104% Uniate Catholie, 1187
Orthndm( 0.8% Jewish,
tants and 0.3 members of other Chris-
tian sects,

AGRICULTURE

Almost hali of Poland’s area (.19%h)
is arable land. In the whole warld only
Denmark and Hungary have a higher
proporton  of arable land. TPastures
and meadows account for 1706 of the
area, orchards and  market  gardens
£3%. lorests acemunt for 227, The
afforestation of the country is thus only
moderate, and in the event of intense
industrialisation in the future there will
be no surplus of timber, particularly
in view of the destruction that has been
wrought by the occupying power.

The total number of individual agri-
cultural boldings is some 3.2 millions.

The typical Polish farmer is not a
tenant but a peasant owning his farm
and closely attached to the soil. It s
true that a large number of these hold-

ings. possibly more than half, are far
too small and that many are indeed
so sl that they barvely support the
farmer and his family — the obvious
eifect of the rural  ever-population. in
tricts only this siluation can

cribed to the fact that the larger

ses have sl been left in the hands
the big landed proprictors. By 1439
the provisionz of the Agrarian Reform
Act of 10235 hud been put into elfect in
three quarters of these estates. anl
during the short peried of independence
800 hectares were  thus  divided
ap amoeng the peasantry,

Of the area sown with field crops
in recent L6 i
Half »f this quantty was rye, of whi
Doland was the third targest grower in
the world (the first being the USSR
and the zecemd Germany). Ryve bread,
fact, prulumm’\tcd over wheat bread
only in the country districts but

in

1 the to Of the other cereals
wheat, oats and barley were of cons-

iderab’e importance, Ryve and barley —
i the maliing and stock-feeding var-
es of the latter — were permanent
items in Polish exports,

Of non-cereal crops, potatoes ac-
cnunted for the largest area. with {fodder
crops and sugar-beet coming next. The
vield of potatoes during the years 1934
—1038 averaged 33 millions tons. 1. e
abrut 1764 of the total world production
making Poland, as in the case of rye,
the world’s third largest producer of
this imnortant crop.  Put different!
the production of potatoes was 1000 ki-
lograms per head of population, a figure
that constitutes, it would seem, a world
record

Of special crops, worthy of mention
are flax (the fibre of which, espe
that of the flax grown in the Wilno
region, was an important article of ex-
port), clover-sceds, peas and beans. The
Iocal praduction of tobacco meets prac-
tically the entire home requirements.

Stock-breeding was of considerable
and growing importance. The number of
horses in the country (3.0 millions n
‘Q\M was the largest in Europe, after
Russia. Horned cattle increased from

9.4 miltion head in 1930 to 10.6 million
in 1038, giving Poland fourth place in
Evrope, aifter the U.S.SR., Germany
and France, but before Great Britain.
The number of swine increased during
the same perind from 6 million to 7%
millions, putting Poland third among
[urnpcm countries, with a tendency
to nerease still further, Live swine were
until 1930 an important item of export
to Crzechoslovakia and  Awstria,  amd
when as a result of the cconomic de-
presson that set in in that vear these
became closed to the Polish
exporter, the export of bacon to the
British market was begun, The change
is illustrated by the following figures:
the number of live swine in the country,
which was 1379 thousand in 1928, fell
in 1932 to 193 thousand, while in the
smine peridd the export of bacon rose
from one thousand tons to 34 thousand
\When in this sphere too import restric-
tions were introduced, the praduction
was partly shifted over to tinned hams
which found a market in the United
States. Other important articles of ex-
port were eggs and butter.

markets

MINING
Poland’s greatest mineral wealth is
coal. The main coalficlds are in Silesia
and the Dabrowa Basin In the first

half of 1939 the monthly average »f
coal production exceeded 4 million tons,

Polish Manchester — Lodi.

by Michat Ciotek

a figure which gave grounds for un
estimated production of some 50 million
tons  for the whole year, Compared
with the production of other European
countries Poland’s coal output was thus
equal to the French production and only
less than that of Dritain, Germany and
U.S.SR. The average daily output per
miner rose from 0.6y tons in 1924 to
1.82 tons in 1936-33, on the basis of an
average working week of 46 hours. The
number of working hours was reduced
once more in 1938, without any adverse
effect on output.

The Carpathian oilfields are among
the first to have been discovered. The
vield of crude o'l reached the figure of
2 miliion tons in 1928 but has fallen
considerably since owing to the exhaus-
tion of the main field at Boryslaw. In
the vears immediately preceding the
War the annual yicld became stabilised
at a level of slightly over half a mil-
lion tons, which very soon ceased 10
meet even the home demand, greatly
increased in recent years,

Poland possesses no rich iron ores
and is consequently obliged to mix her
low-grade ores with richer oncs imported
from abroad. Iron smelting is carried
on principally in the vicnity of the
coalfields in the south-west, The total
iron production in 1938 was 879 thou-
sarnd tons of pig-iron and 1441 thou-
sand 1ons of steel. Tn 1939, owing ta
the additon of a huge modern foundry
at Trzyniee and the construction of steel
works at Stalowa \Wola, the cntire pro-
duction of the previous year was almost
reached in the course of the first c'ght
months. Tron goods formed part of the
country’s exports.

INDUSTRY

Commpared with the countries of
Western Europe, Poland is not highly
industrialised. and the figures of ou
output of manufactured goods are rather
modest, The reason for this l'es not in
the abscnce of raw materials, nor in
the lack of labour or enterprise, but in
the deliberate neglect of the country’s
potemml ties by its former rulers (Rus-
sia, Prussia and Austria) coupled with
the acute shortage of capital from
which the country suffered, duc o
the paucity of local resources and the
insignificant influx from abroad, This
Jatter fact need cause us no surprise,
for American, French. DBritish and
Dutch bankers preferred to do business
with old-established German  concerns
rather than to finance new and Jittle-
known enterprises in a country of
doubt{ul political stability and exposed
frontiers.

1f, however, taking these difficulties
into consideration, we examinc the re-
sults achieved, we sce that we have
nothing to be ashamed of, For, despite
the aforcmentioned lack of capital and
the burden of armaments, the rate of
our tndustrial development, if we except
the years of the world crisis (1930—-33)
was eminently satisfactory. The percen-
tage oi the country's population gain-
ing their livel'hood from non-agricul-
tural pursuits rosc from 36.1 per cent.
in 1921 to 30.1 per cent. in 1931 and
ondnubtedly reached over 4o per cent.
in 1939, These figures can be viewed
in thetr proper perspective only when
the high birthrate in the country dis-
triets and the almost total absence of
emigration are taken into cons‘deration.

The most important of the country's
industries is the metallurgical industry.
In its larger and medium C\!ab‘h-hmu\(\
alone the industry emploved in 1938
161,000 hands, Next in order of im-
portance are the textile industry with
154000 hands, mining with 68000,
industries preparing articles of food —
62,000, woad-working 53000 and
chemicals 48.000. It should be noted
that these figures do not include wor-
kers cngaged in small-size enterprises,
and those employed in workshops and
home industries.

The production of local industry
was not, of course, able to meet the
entire local demand and for this reason
the import of manufactured goods was
more than twice the volume of exports
of this class of goods.

TRADE AND COMMUNICATIONS

In 1931 3,1 million persons gained
their livelthood from trade and trans-
port, i. e. 9,7% of the entire population

at that time, Foreign trade developed
not without difliculties due to a century’s
stoppage of cxternal trade. An acute
lack of knowledge of markets was felt;
there were few, if any, connections in
existence, no trained agents, technical
installations or capital.  In  addition
Russia — the market best known to our
merchants — cut itself off with a wall
of isolationism, while Germany atiempted
in the first years to make Poland wholly
dependent on her cconomically. Failing
m this, she launched a customs war
which lasted 10 vears (1024--1934),

war that was intended to break us, Il
was indeed a difficult test for the new
state, But its results were favourable:
during that customs war Poland establ-
ished trade relaiions with many coun-
tries, developed others already in ¢
tence, gained access to the outside world
by building the port of Gdynia, and as
the result of all this became dependent
on Germany to a far less extent than,
for example, the Balkan states. Tt goes

without saying that such a change-
over d'd not come about :H] at ong
Cerma A

share together
in Polish exports fell from 4:.6 per cent.
N 19209 to 200 per cent, in 1936, and
her share in our imports from 33.2 per
cent. to 18.7 per ceat. It is true however
that in 1938 it rose again a little w
reach the figures of 241 per cent, for
exports and 4.3 per cent, for imports;
but it rema‘ned at a level which no
{onger threatened the cconomic indepen-
dence of the country. On the other hand
Britain’s share in Polish imports bet-
ween 1929 and 1938 rose from 8.5 per
cent. to I1.4 percent. and her  share in
our exports from 10.2 to 18.1 per cent.
The share of the United States in the
same period decreased slightly insofar
as imports to Poland were concerned :
from 12.3 to 12.2 per cent. but on the
other hand exports rnse from 1.1 per
eent. to 5.3 per cent. The share of the
Scandinavian countries, Argentine, Italy
{exports), Turkey and Egypt showed
marked Teases.

The Treaty of Versailles deprived
Poland of the mouths of all rivers
flowing through her territory, as a result
of which the access to the sea given
her in the form of a narrow strip of
coast was highly unsatisfactory. Al
though we were granted the right to use
the port of Gdansk (Danzig), the
reg'me established there under the
auspices of the League of Nations was
the cause of constant friction and did
not ensure to us real freedom of action,
This situation forced us to build a port
of our own, which accordingly sprang
up near the fishing village of Gdynia.
In 1928 Gdynia attained its million of
nett registered tons. In 1938 the tonnage
entering the port rose to 6.5 millions
giving it the frst place in the Baltic.
Where there was once an insignificant
fishing village, had now sprung up a
modern city of 130000 inhabitants. At
the same time Danzig not only did not
collapse but, based as it was on the Po-
lish hinterland. increased its tonnage
from 0. millions at the end of 1913
to 4.8 millions in 1938 Tn the same year
per cent. of the volume of Po-

77

land’s foreign trade in weight and 6z.2
were carried by sen.

The Polish Merchant Marine,
the Polish
infancy,

per cent. in value,

like
Fleet, was then still in its
Neverthel the achievements
Merchant Marine and the
Polish Flect in the present war testif
;0 the soundness m the foundations
aid.

EDUCATION

Poland inherited from her former
occupying powers grave neglect in the

sphere of education. This was parti-
cularly marked in the territory formerly
under Russian rule. There the census in
1921 revealed as many as 64,7 per cent
illiterates among inhabitants over the
age of ten, The need to improve this
lamentable state of affairs was one of
the greatest concerns of ail Polish Go-
vernments, In addition, with consider-
able efforts made by the local self-
governments, some I3 per cent. of the
budgetary expenditures was devoted to
educational purposes, as against less
than 7 per cent. in Great Britain and
Trance, less than 8 per cent. in Italy
and under 10 per cent, in Belgium_ The
average number of illiterates over the
age of 10 decreased from 33.1 per cent.
i IG21 to 23.0 per cent, in 193I and
in the subsequent years declined still
further. In 1938/39 there were 28,881
clementary schools with 4,9353.000 pupils
and 2372 colleges. professional and trade
schools and special schools with 457,000
pupils, 28 institutions of higher education
including 6 universities and 2 polytech-
nics with a total of 50,000 students,

schog!

schosls, 23 colk

24 <ol
21 secondary schools used Ukrainian as
the language of tuition, 394 elementary
schools, 15 colleges and 13 secondary
schools used German and 3064 elemen-
tary schools, 1 college and 2 secondary
schools were bi-lingual using both Po-
lish and Ukra‘nian, 65.200 pupils at-
tended Ukrainian language schools in
1937/38 and 473,600 pupils attended the
Polish-Ukrainian elementary and secon-
dary schools. Education was based prin-
cipally on state and local-government
schools, with private schools playing
only a complementary part. Attendance
at elementary schools was compulsory
and free,

SOCIAL POLICY

elomentary
elementary

Polish social legislation was among
the most advanced in the world. Al-
though wages were not so high, owing
to the huge tabour supply and low cost
of living, as in the countries of Western
Europe or America, real wages rose
consistantly even during the crisis and
in the larger industries gave the wor-
kers. on the whole, a decent standard
of fiving, The average weekly wage for
46 working hours was 33588 zlotys.
{about £18o0d) but in the Silesian
heavy industries the average was higher,
namely f2100d and skilled workers
earned even more. All employees were
entitled to paid annuaf leave. The mem-
bership of Trade Unions was nearly
one million in 7383 branches. The
Unions took an active part in controll-
ing the conditions of work; these were
laid down in collective agreements which
also defined the rights of the Unions.
In addition inspection of labour was
general throughout the country and
state labour exchanges were in existence.

Social insurance covered in 1938:
insurance against illness

2,254,000 persomns,
ditto against accidents at work .
2,273,000 persons,
provident insurance of
manual workers 064.000 persons,
ditto of clerical workers 343,000 persons,
insurance igainst unemployment of
manual workers 1,191,000 persons,
ditto of clerical workers 340,000 persons.

At the end of 1937 252.000 persons
were in receipt of old-age pensions,
88000 received disablement allowances
as the result of accidents at work and
79,000 unemployment relief.

Insurance against sickness and acc-
idents at work embraced not only in-
dustrial, commercial, transport  and
other workers, but also farm labourers.

The biggest Baltic port — Gdynia, built by the Poles,
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“Pass the chutney™ s;

the Engl
brigadier, 1

watched him eat his curr;

with a spoon. A spooner, T though:
Poona, I bet, I was right, The con-
versation ran on the usual lines, 1 liked
it. Alihough in a far corner of the
Middle East 1 was home again. travell-
ing in the comiortable f ass com-
partment of Army conversation  from

Sandhurst 1o Woolwich,
to—Doona,

from Pirbrigl ¢

“So you've come to visit the Poles”
said the Brigadier at length, “Tell me,
what are they like? [ always thought,
when I did think of DPales, of Polish
Jews with large noses and long beards.
I supposc they are just like the Rus
sians”. He helped himseif to a regula-
tion portion of spotted dog. The tein
perature was something over the cen-
tury. “That”, remarked an R.ADM.C.
colonel, eyeing the duff. “will keep
your feet on the floor”

Undeterred by the inuendo the
Brigadier gailantly took off again int.
the rarified atmosphere of non-military
conversatinn.

“Although

those on the Western
frontier are, T imagine, more like the
Germans”, He concentrated on a par-
ticularly glutinous portion of dufl for
a moment and then passed the ball to
me. “Tell me”, he said, “have the Poles
any national characteristics of their
own,” I munched rumiatively at an
imaginary piece of pudding to give
mysetf time to think. Was it any more
use trying to explain the Poles to the
Brigadier than it would be trying to
explain the Brigadicr to the Poles?

Where they regard soldiering as a
serious, almost a religio-patriotic veca-
tion, he regarded it as an opportunity
for sport, training for battles and wars
being merely unpleasant interruptions in
the sporting calendar. \Would they
understand that his prowess at games
was the secret of his leadership and
that on two occasions he had earned
decorations of the ‘hunting horn’ variety
with, to coin a phrase, utter disregard
for his own safety, and a considerable
effect on the course of battle?

And I remembered the time, not so
long ago, when 1 too thought of Pol
as having hook noses and long beards.
T admitted thereby  putling
myself on his s amd explained how
even in a small area like Great Britain
not only were national characteristics
jealously preserved, despite the absenc
for hundreds of years of wars or
fiberate attempts at absorption, but how
within the confines of Ireland, Scoi-
land, Wales and England we find diver-
gent speech, thought and idea

“How right you are”, said the Bri-
gadier, “1 remember in Wales being
astonished at a  DBreton onion  sciler
making himsel{ understood in his own
language while T had no jden what the
locals were talking about, and on an
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other occasion acting as interpreter in
a conversation between a Kerryman and
a Yorkshire tvke,

“Peland ix the same” I told him”,
“In a pre-war area about the size of
Great Britain one saw varying types.

but just as the Ulsterman and the Corn-

ishman, although  different, are more
Liritish than anything clse, so are the
inhabitants of Poznan and the Pripet
marshes distinetly DPolish”

We agreed that, as in the case of
most of Britain's Allies. history  for

the Poles means recent history. Where
we, the British, have not really been
affected by wars, other than in gradual
social changes for hundreds of years,
LEuropean wars have left recent scars

on the minds of the inhabitants. Ter-
ritories  have changed hands, whole

areas have been laid waste, towns razed
to the ground and near relatives killed,
raped or starved

“All the difference” said the Bri-
gadier, “between going cut on safani
and having a tiger walk into your
bedroom”. I thanked him for the apt

illustration and added quickly: “I al-
ways remember when talking to a I,
that T am tatking to a man who has
had a tiger walk into his bedroom”.

“Yes” said the Brigadier, with a far.
away look in his eyes, "} saw a womar

mauled once trying to save her
children”.
We turned to lighter things. The

prowess of the Polish cavalry, a me-
morable game of water polo at Cracow
University, the hundred-year old wines
at  Fukier's famous restaurant
Warsaw,

The Poles

We Poles derive considerable sa-
tisfaction from British and American
soldiers’ knowledge of the battle exploits
of our Navy, Great Drtain and ihe
United States—the greatest naval powers
in the “mld—\\urc NL.i cd to welcome
F ing nations the
small but po\\mul Puolish fleet.
venirs of the Polish submarine O.R.F
“Orzel” ("Laz;[( "} have been deposited
in the British Muscum, and one scldom
comes across an Allied soldier who has
not seen men-o-war flying the white-
and-red-ensign

Sou-

In the Mediterrancan basin, too, our
fleet has given a good account of itself

in several actions,  Recently O.R P,
{Ship of the Polish Republicy “Piorir”
(“Thunder”)  together with FLALS

destroyers “Thundcerbolt”, “Tyrian” and
“Grenville” bombarded the rear of Rom-
mel’s position in the Bay of Gacta, and
it is at present taking an active part
in operations off the shores of Italy.
Tt was this “Thumder” of ours which
first sighted in the Atlantic the flecing
“Bismarck”

There are also two Polish suhmar-

ines, the O.R.P. “Sokol” (“Falcon’)
and ORP. “Dzik” (“Boar”). The
latter has sunk a total of 42000

tons of enemy shipping in the North
Sea and the Mediterrancan, She pro-
teeted the invasion armada at the time
of the Sicilian landing, and during the
evacuation of Corsica sent to the bottorn
two German ships laden with troops
and equipment. Q.K.F. “Sokol”.. was
responsible for the sinking of 32.000
tons of enemy shipping, including four
German E-boats,

The activity of Polish vessels in
the Mediterranean does not date back
only to the Allied invasion of the
“Fortress of Europe”.

Our destroyer O.R.P. “Kujawiak”
was sunk in the defence of Malta,
having previously shot down seven
enemy dive-bombers, Polish  men-o’-
war and transports took part in the
gigantic inivasion of North Africa,
ORP. “Orkan” (“Huwrricanc”) has
taken part in many a hattle and the
honour she had of being one of the
two ships to escort FLM, King George
VI during his visit to Africa and Malta
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by Patrick Sinclair

“Have a Kummel” said the Briga-
dier, taking the hint. T told m of the
great cstates in Poland,  of hunting
the wild boar, of duck-shooting, of the
gay parties in Warsaw, the poverty and
simplicity of the peasants,

Over our second liqueur we discours
ed on the art and literature of Poland.
of Matejko, of Szymanowski, of
religion.

We were joined by an officer who
had dune laison duties with the Poles
in the Western Desert and who told us
of their gallant actions at Tobruk amt
Gazala. And, surprisingly, how much
we had learned from the Poles about
tank and armoured-car tactics and strect
fightinig.

T chipped in with a story of a great
friend of mine. a Polish diplomat, tall,
handsome and dashing. who, although
he had carned a Virtuti Military duri
the last war at the age of cighteen,
felt that he couldn’t take his place with
the Poles in the M E. until he had gone
into battle again. “You're a fonl” 1
told him. “to go: to neglect your im-
portant work in Cairo, Anyone can go
and get shot in the bottom™ Undeterred,
he did go. And was shot in the bottom
He is now doing Taison duty with a
parachute unit despite his lmp.

P

We were left alone. the Erigadier
and 1. The others had gone to play
tennis or \chp He walked across to
the piano in the corner of the Mess
and to my astonishment played the
well-known Polonaise. “Odd”, he said,
“1 never realised Chopin had anything
to do with Poland”,

Extraordinary people, we British!
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in Libya and the Mediterranean

by Jan Bielatowicz

is a token of the esteem in which shs

is held by our Ally.
During  the

O.RP. “Garland”,

Libyan  campaigns,
handed over to us
by the Royal Navy, was assignel the
task of escorting convo The same
ship later fought a magnificent battle
in the defence of a2 Murmansk-bouna
convoy. Allied tronps and supy i
the beleagucred garvison  of
were
“Harszawa” until che
off the African coast.
with part of her crew.

The O.R.P

Tobruk
carried by the Polish ship O,

was  torpedoed
and went down

“[arszaea”  and the
“Garland” transported o the Midile
Fast the men who after the bloody
Polish-Gernuan campaign trekked across
Hungary. Rumania, Yugoslavia, Greece
and Turkey to form the Polish army.
Prior to the Polish-Russtan treaty anmd
the subsequent formation of a con-
siderable Polish Army in the East undet
the command of Gen. Wladyslaw Arders
who was, incidentally, wounded three
times during the fighting in Poland)
the Carpathian Brigade was in the
Middle East and took part in the fght-
ing there. Its soldiers are veterans of
the Dritish 8th Army and have long
shared the good and bad times of this,
the best army in the world. Many of
you will surely remember the Polish
soldiers, with eagles on their caps.
whom you saw in Palestine, Egypt and
Libya. We cmptied many a beer-bottic
together in Alexandria, but together we
also dug through hali Libva, and
breathed the second half into our lungs

The Carpatbian Frigade was formed
in Syria, but after the capitulation of
that country, the Brigade’s Command-
ing Officer, Gen. Stanislaw Kopanski
(today Chief of Staff of the entire
Polish Army) threatened the Vichyists
with force, and after taking a consider-
able quantity of ecquipment and arms,
erossed into Palestine with his unit,

This had been the Poles’ preatest
dream: to fAght alongside the British.
The British-Polish brotherhood-in-arms
is our constant pride and an important
historical link, The soldiers of a nation
which during a century and a half
were under the yoke of the threc
greatest continental powers have learned
a lot from the British. When you look

at us, remember that in many  ways
we are younger than vou, and that
for hundreds of years we suffered 3
cruel fate. This  accounts for  our
excitability,

\We were particularly happy

the Carpathian Brigade m Eun

under the command of Gen
Archibald W aw
fier is tremendnu
the

Field Marshal) Sir
for that gallant sc
popular with Deles. At
had various dutics (o per(
We met S ‘ans. New
and  South i

time. we
in Egypt.
Zeatanders,
numberiess
¥

v of Cairo, Al
Bishr, Amnriva, Durg el
D ban,  Sidi Haneish, Sidi
Afersa Matruh, Charing Cross,
Capuzzo and Dardia. Those w
times asz far as iriendship was concerned,
but difficult from the pomt of view of
the war situation, Together, with a smile
we overcame our bad tluck. During the

Soltum.
oo

Greek campaign our units embarked
for Greece, but did not reach that
country,

The Carpathian Prigade turned up
in the beleaguered fortress of Tobruk
in Auguast 1a31 and remained on the
Lihvan front until March 1942, While
in Tobruk it held for three months
the worst sector, known as the 3 edanar
salient. Our patrols captured prisoners
and fought many skirmishes, Tobruk
cemetery is the resting-place of some
200 Polish dead. Tohruk gave us an
opportunity to test our knowledge and
fighting quatities. Close fiiendship link-
Rrigade  with  the

We still exchange
greetings with the Australians. now
engaged in the New Guinca fighting
Formations of the Royal Forse Artil-

fery, which fi izh umits at Leipizg
when the Iatter 1 a2 rearguard
pratecting Napaleon” thirawal. were
i e ¢ in Tubruk under Dolish
command. Our artillery, pm\xdcd rhc

barrage =
Africans in
fought  at
eral Ggrm:m

of the Pales
1 was the attack
ba
through
several
There-
after thc Bngﬁ.dc nu:.xpxcd Cyrenaien.
fought rearguard actions protecting the
Fight Army during #ts retreat from
Afechili, and with other units held the
CGazala line. When, cventually, Polish
forces began streaming in from Russia.
the Carpathian Drigade was withdrawn
to Palestine. and from there to Iraq.
where the great Puolish Army  has
sprung up

It is with jox that wc are awaiting
the day when we shall again be at your
side. We are proud of the fact that
many of us are veterans of the Eighth
Army. We know your fighting qualities
and we believe that God will bless our

joint march to victory. One day perhaps
vour feet will stand on Polish soil.
We are certain that  you  will  net

regret it
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