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Visit at home., Interv. Daisy Powell.
29.6.48.
TeOo

This is the old house in which Wilfrejd & Edith
Holneaa used to live. According to “laston Holness and
0ld Sarah 8impson the house and land round 1t was bous
ght by Wilfred from old Robert Simpson, whose wife
gllsn was from the Holness fanlly and aunt of Wil-

red.

Claston bullt a house for himself where he lives
with hils wife child and nephew lartin Frani.

At present In this house live two separate sets
of peopls. The permanent housechold consists of:

Holneaa Lena head 3. 20

37 | Alfred brother 3, 29
az% o Hazan brother S. 15
/ﬂa\/ One room is temporarlly rented. Ther@qlived:

rowall Daiay Bs-26 4uahgluren
fedas  Wriabh “2/12
during the day.stay there also

kskamx Simpson.Astan aen,la ;
Dervieck " 8 jf

e‘)

he hougse It 1s a fairly big house with three rooms.
In one roonm sleeps Lena and Hazan, in another Alfred.

In the third room sleeps Dalsy Powell with her two
daughter. The kitchen i1s big but in bed repairs and
all thatch.

dolness dena INobody of her household was in when I
came. I got the information about them from Daisye.
Lena lives permanently hare. She is a friend of Dalsy.
ghn,brethsr Haaan doean't go to school any uore as
hls time 1s up". He is learnling a trade now: masonery
with Jullus Simpson. He was out working with Julius.

‘ peon came only recently to live with the gis
tnr. He used to live for a long time in another parish

was out working in his Iield.

Ths house balnnga to "the. ramily" but Claston Holness
is a kind of "supervisor." Dalsy pays the rent to
Glas&an 7/- per month for the room.
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I met Agton in the yard and he led me to his mo=
ther, She was sltting on a chalr holding the baby in
her arms. Her daughter liarvey was sitting on the big
bed among & lot of little rags. Derrick was amusing
himgelf c¢limbing under the bed and chalr on wnich
hig mother was sitting. Daisy looked very depres=
sed, although friendly she didn't smile onee,

I gave the children a few pennies and told them
to go and buy sweets, but they didn't want to go.
Harvey sald she wlll buy cashew nuts. She can get a do
zen for a penny "I roast them and beat with sugar”.

I asked Astan whether he would go to the Junctlon P,0.
where there were some reglstered ietiers for me. He
agreed and after washing, changing and putting a lot,
of pommade on his halr he went, The younger brother
refugsed however to go with hinm, 830 the whole inter-
view was in the presence of those children who were
rather naughty, they uwade remarks, giggled when the
nother smoked the eigarette I offered her and finally
the girl started to cut her dress with big scissors.
She sald she dldn't like the dress and she will cut
it, and didn't pay attention to her iother's apathetic
remarks. But they are inte&ligent children, wrote
nicely thelr names and ages in my ncte book and be-
came quite tolerable when they gave up showing off,

8y Powell She 1s the daughter of James Powell
"Bewan") from Bottom, Her mother was/iyer - a sister

of Bharles Uyer Exmmx who lives now in Green Olive,

Daisy used to go Lo Bull-Savamnah school. When Yalsy

was 15 her mother died and the father married another

woman, -~ Caroline Powell, Dalsy stayed tl1ll she was

20 in the parental home but she didn't feel hapyy.

She didn't say anything agailnst her step-mother like

her sister Turnica (see F.R.6) but rather blamed her

father. "Him good, but him rough us".

Dalsy had 2 sigters and 3 brothers. One of the sistes
flaomi married Glaston Lewis and lives in “under Hill,
The youngest TOrnica stays with the half brother Regie
nald Rochester. One brother -~ Samuel - died, Dalson
bullt™his house next to his Tather's and lives separe-
teky. The only one with the father is Phlilesore George
Dalsy says_she 1s most attached to her half brother
Reglinnald Rochester. He was the outside son of her
mother befvre she married James Powell. Reginuald
grew up with his ental grandfather Thomas Rochegter
and his uncle laban Hochester. However the chlldren
use to see sach other as Reginald wvisited his mother.
"He 1s the loving brother" gaid Dalsy "I love him more
than my full brothers."
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Daigy's love affailr,
SJoon aiter her nother's death Dalsy became "frienda"
wilth the nearest nelghbour L%i Simpaon. When she
became pregnant the father "made a row. However the
relation was kept and Dalsy expecied to gel married.
In 5 years she had with Eli 2impson three childrens
Aston, Marvy and Derrick. Those children stayed
with her in the parental hone. "E11 fell in love with
another girl Jolnt daughter". (The gossip is that
old "Joint" Robert Qiﬂwaﬂﬂ bribed 14 promising to
zive him laad if he marries the dsughters. Dalsy how=
ever dldn't mention thls story.) "Ell married that
girl and I was jealous". When Eli married the other
wouan James Powell started to quarrel with balgye.
"Him made a row I have too many chilldren." Rakx

Dalgy leaves the parental hone,

Daisy felt very unhappy in 1ﬂr father's home
and alsc was jealous of her lover's wife. She decided
to leave Bull-davannsh, She had an uncle in dandevile
le in the pal ce fToree corporal “yer, This uncle pro=-
Tmmmdxferxhery nised to help her. 3he went to Hande=
ville and ata@ed for @ while with the uncle who found
her employment as a bar mald in a chilnese bar. Dalay
worked there f{or 3 years. The owner however declded
after that time to close the bar and use the place
‘for enlarging his grocery. Dalsy lost her Jjob. For
1% umx she worked in another place. At the bar she
used to get 15/~ a week, but she made about £1 more
weekly from tips. "lien that come and drink would gilve
me 1/= or 6 de so it wasn't bad." Xfkex Dalsy saved
this money and after 4% years in employuent she had
£20. She opened g little shop in llandeville as she
couldn't find any other employment. The licence for
the shop with her photograph stand on the table as a
sad remembrance of her fallure. "People didn't pay-
there are people they talje and don't pay. After half
a year Daisy had to close the shop. She rescued aboutb

£ 10 from this business.

The second lover and the fourth chlld,.

“hile Uslsy was working in the bar she met a
Hp, yrlght who "works in government office". hey
becase friendly and Dalgy became pregnant. Shé had -
to close the shop anyhow as 1t didn't bring profit
only losses and decided to come to Sull=-Savannah to
have the chlld. She came here in fahruary‘and the
child was borm in “pril. Lalsy doesn't expect LT
Wright to marry her although he 1s not sarried?
She doesn't expect elther to live with hlm in the
gsane home. She let me understand that Hre Wright is
of & superior class. He gilves her £ 1 monthly to
gupport the baby.
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While Daisy was in Mandeville the children stayed
with thelr Tather. In the meanwhile he had children
with his wife., But Lalsy says the wife Julith treated
her chilldren “good".

when Dalsy came to Bull=-Savannah to have her
child she dldn't stop at her father's house. She
doesn't feel happy in that house, as the old man 1is
"pough, he treats us rough". Daisy rented that room
for which she pays to Claston Holness 7/- monthly.
=he had the Paby in this room and Cella _Iimpson was
the grandy. - or a few weeks her sister Iflrnica stayed
with her, buf now she returned to Reginnald's hone
where she stays. Dalsy took her elder daughter fron
the father. The two boys sleep at the father's house
but spent the day with the uother. Lena Holness does
the cooking for her, sometimes they cook together.
"I like cooking with her" sald Daisy when I asked
whether it is not very uncomfortable to have to share
the titchen. Lena doesn’t charge Dalsy anything for
the cooking. They are friends, although Lena ls by 6
years younger: They Decame friendly when Dalsy was
still at home and living in viecinity they used Lo see
a lot of each other. Bul Jaisy has to "find the foods
Sometimes her father would give her soie. "He 1s not
a bad man, if he has food he give, but nothing else.”
Lena can't get cassava to buy and there 1s no flour in
the shops She mostly eats cormmeal and oals.

Plansg for future.
g [ieeha wants o o back to Handeville 1n Septenber
She will® take with her the two daughters. The boys wiE
will remain with the father. 3he plans to rent a room
in ‘“landeville. This wlll cost £ 1 per month in towm
or 16/- shillings 1f out of town. She wants to send
Marvey to school and take a 1ittle glrl to look after
the babye. Daisy will look for a job. She thinks that
ahe will have to spend for the four of them 12/- a
week for food alone. Her father ugsed to genxl her some
food "once in three months but nothing much" so she
doesn't think she can count on any help from him.
Neither &£11 “impson will help her with the daughter.
"He ig poor and has a lot of children with the wife."
Dalsy will have Lo sendl something from tlme to time
for the boys. q
Dnisy prefers to stay in the town than in Bull=
Savannah, "Nothing to do here. And in towm 1t 1s much
easier with the market. “ou can't get here anything.
In th- town they have a market, you can buy a little
vegetables and all ycu need," She doesnt feel lonely
in the town. she has her uncle theres She heard lately
he will be transferred to some other place. But there
1s a cousin and she has riends.
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I asked Dalsy why she 1s taking the daughter and not
one of the buys with her. “Boya them bough" sald Dai-
8+ “he couldn't give - or didn't want to = any reason
why she was takina the girl. Harvey is 1ll nowe & fow
weeks ago ehe got "Pever wouldn't eat", Dalsy sent
larvey's urine to the doctor and he sent a mixture

for malaria. SBe feels better now. #¥uiwyv I asked
darvey whether she could help her other in anything.
sarvey says she can cock. “hen I asked what she can
cook she glggled a lot and sald gung@o peas.

1@ 1’0 Deisy's room looked rather different from
other rooms in Bull-3av. It was clean enough but
rather wntidy, the powder puff and a plate with the
r@sta of some food in close viecinity. Plteous items
of "town luxuries". An enamedled pall for dirty wa=-
ter, some flbre sult cases cracked and with broken
handles, a few flashy dresses on the wall, a palr of
snart shoes in a cormner of the table. The rags on the
bed on whlch Harvey sat were used to put under the
baby but somahaw without success because it wogld
wet Dalsy's frock . But Dalsy didn't mind it. he
secmed not to wind anything at all. The children were
happy and noisy, they played with the baby. Dalsy
sald they loved it very much. Harvey sald :"The baby
with the ugly name". I ,asked who gave the naue. Har-
vey touched her nother's head and ziggledy"she give"
and Harvey together with Verrick laughed derisively.

ing rownﬁ the room T asked again whether it
wouldn't be easler for het to live with the father in
whose home there are only 3 adult people. "No, canlt
stay there. He is a good man but rough." I asked wh
the youngest girl +urnica laft the father's home,
"Him make her work too hard". what did he asked her
to do? "Bring food from the fleld, yaus. She refuse."
The girl went to her half-brother and the father doesn
not help her because he wants her t@ goile back home,
(see F.Re 6 and another version of +‘urnica's leaving
the hma) .



