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Under one acre,

Tvionvexy

1l svine, 1 goat, 4 sheep, . : Iy =

1 ackee = 12 doz,

6 benanas = & bunches. /%/

3 econmats = 00 n te

1 1ime = 19 doz,

13 mangoes = 137 doz,.

Inform, Dudley >Simpson,

18,4448
JeOe

»James Simpson living on his father land - the
1and he got from his father, Him still living on 1t,”

T dont think hé have more than around 5 acres nk
sott}ed 1end” - 1.6, the lend on which ”he make his
home”, The land was described bv Dudley as "make his
home land,”

»He is an old man,
And esthma end eultivation dont agree.
cultivator, but now he is quite down,
just himself in cultivation and such

troubled bv asthma-stomac,
He was a strong

dowm, He cant
delight,”

His wife was ”Hilda Rochester at first, Her fa=-
ther was He and Martha Rochester was her

Rochest;y
mother, Shan7§er mother wee Marthe Robinson at first,
but marry to Henry Rochester in Top Bull Sayannah,”



Their children.
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"He /Jemes Simpson/ didnt have anv children before

Outside children. he marry,”

Family children,

”Hilda had one girl before she merry James, Riorsk
Florette Powell, She is my /Dudley “impson’s/ wife,
Her father wes EdgariPowell, from Bottom Pull Savannah,
Edgar Powell = he 1s brother of Hubert Powell from down
the factory /Overroad/f He is a corporal now in Claren-
don,”

1, Spergent Simpson, the oldest son; iwtwingx
He 1s 11ving in the parents home, He is a cultivator
- works®on ' is father’s land and X=omebody else land,
He worked this tomato crop on Mr,Rochesterfishaf /la-
ben/ land in New Forest.”

2o Hazzeline -« she is”around 16 now, A young
girl, Proviously Hazzeline was working #n the fectorv,
but not this year, since she marry, “he marry &o a man
just recently in St.Marv’s district near Malvern,”She
has no childrep: "dont make a babv as yet.”

3."Dummy” , This mixfx is x nickname of the next
daughter /icey-Pearl/, vho is durb - hence ”Dummy,”
”the is & dunmy, “he is in the father and mother home,
doing domecstie work, Nobody worry about her and yet she
is oulte good looking.,”

4, Elford - staying ”1n father and mother home, do
doing a little oultivati

5 Hubert /= Herbert7

Nobody else 1is living in this house, Nobody prace
ticiseng any other profession besides cultivating,

”Just the same” as Elford,
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;15128 at home, Interve Hilda and Fanmes gimpson.
ofle - ) -
TQOO

I net Hilda on a previous occasion at frs. Clasg-
ton Holness home. Now she saw me gelng down the hill and
walked to meet me. Bhe took me to the kitchen where her
husband James was sitting.

¥ The kitchen with its earthen floor and stone "fire
table"” was of an usual type. In one corner were palai
leaves cut into narrow strioes and pEsskmidxx bundles of
pleated ones. In all houses in Sottom pecple pleat these
stripes. They sell 1t to a *‘rs. Uyer in Ghocolate iole.
Pleeting 1s not done in Bull-Savdnnah with the excep-
tion of a few houses in Thatch Walke

The present household of James Sinpson consists &R

of:
Slmgeon James heade lMeile 57 DBottom Re™s Beilired.
Hilda wife Felle 52 BulleSe R.W. cultib,

: 3pergent son 1.3.25 Botton R.W. ocultlvator
Icypearl dau F.3.23 Bottom dumb homeuaker
" Elfred son ll.3. 19 N Illite cultiv,
e Hubert son M.3, 17 " Re
Simpson James 1s the son of % and late ““ichard “imp-

son. for his parentage eic. see F. Re 155. He looks al=-
most older than his nother. A thin man, with long untldy
hair, a kerchief tied round his head and an old hat. He
gits in the sane cormer of the kltchen during the Whole dgr
when after more than 4 hours of visiting in Bottom I pas-
gsed again the kitchen he was still sitting there,although
all the men from the nelghbourigg houses were busy thatchk
thing lir. Powell's kitchen.

James L0ld me that 19 years ago he becane sick with
wgathma stomack® and couldn't work since. This illness is
in the family. His father had it too, but died of typholid
fever. The grandfather had the same alluent. James is not
bitter about his illness; he is a sercne old man,pleasant
and friendlye. )

&Tter his father's death - wimmx Janes' youngest
brother was at that tine onlx a few months o0ld - James
was working the fanily land "I help to raise them all,"”
James didn't travel, he spent® all his life in Jottou.de
has had two ch' ldren before he married lillda but they
died. "For a while" he lived with his wife in the wother's
house and there the oldest son Spergent was borm. T hen
he built his house and all the other children were born in

that house.

The house. Later on Hilda took me to thelir house. There
are Lwo roomg - one coupletely empty. In the other one
there is a very large bed. In front of the house there 1is
s snall garden full of flowers - this 1s also a cha=-
racteristic drait of Bottom. AP banana grove and a few
big mangoes are round the homestead.
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Hilda “impson 1s the virtual head of the house. The
hardest tilme - she sald - was when her huasband fell sick
and the ch'ldren were small. She worked in the flelds and
she 1s doing it now too, She doesn't cook - this 1s left t
the "Dumn¥". Hilda doesn't pleat either "I can't bother
with it - too much work in the earth.," 3he says she weeds
and dig holes Sor the yams "I use the hoe and the pike".
3he is a very robust woman, looking strong and healthy .
"Never been to a doctor" she sald.

Hilda's father was Henry “ochester son of Ann
and Aaron Hochester, Her mother was Martha Rochester (still
alive) daughter of Caroline "frou Ginger Grounds" and James
Robinson.

Her brother “llbert lives "at the old home" and her
sister Berita married bLavid Roy. er other sisters and bro
thers emlgrated: Amanda lives 1ln Xyngston - she is a Wildove

he other sister Willelle lives also in Kinﬁgton with her
ggushter. Brother fenry lives in Ksngston. works at

enriques as a [loreman, Ernest lives in Kingston too with
hig wife. At present he 1s in America on contract.

Hilde sald that the brothers and sisters don't write
to her. "They don't write to me and since they leave me
I expecot them to write first." As nobody made the flrst
move, there is no correspondence passing between theusThey
wrlte however to the mother and from her Hilda knows what
is happening to them. Sometimes they come from Kingston
to visilt the mother. But they"don't bother to come to see
me here." The brother who went to America didn't write to
Hilda, but she heard he sent greetings for her-writing to
the other siater.

This lack of brotherly and sisterly affectlon 1s com
pensated however by the very £lose and friendly way she
lives with her neighbours in Bottom. When young lirs. Jul-
1ith Sinmpson came she sald "we live .ike nother and dau=-
ghter', I could see later on that they all lived like in
one fanlly, going constantly to each other homes and ga-
thering to do some work 1n common.

Hilda's children. Before she narried to “Yanes Simp=
gon Hilda had a dauchter with Edgar Powell. Edgar Powell
left Bull-2avannah after a few years and 1ls now a corpo-
ral of polige in Walt-a=Bit. He married there. The daughter
_lorette was brought up in Hilda's mother home. Florette
fMarried Budley Sinpson (se F.R.4.) )

A1l other Hilda's children were "for" James Simpson.
One dled of typhold fever at an early age. The daughter
Hazeline marrled a “‘r. Caupbell Iwx¥kxx and lives al pre-
sent in St.hary district not far from B.Sav. The remalnlig
four stay with the parents. chpearl was born dumb. she
1s however " a very usefil girl'. She does all the cooking
for the faully, and also pleats the"straws leter on hokk
neighbours: lirs. Julith Simpson and Caroline rowell teold
me what a helpful girl Icypearl was. “‘rs. Powell sald:
"Tt's really the top is for the mother, the middle part
for Julith and the lower for me - she helps all three of
us." Icppearl 1s a healthy stocky girl with a pleasank
calm face.
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The youngest son Hubert i1s very small and slim for his
age, he helps a little his two older brothers in the fieclds
xmxkx I asked who directs the boys in the work, Hilda said
they know what each has to do "Just from oractice"

land and Encones They live on 4 acres of land which James
got as hls portion of the father's land. The land rumxvis
round the house, i1t runs up the Shaddoek Hill. On txsthe
hllly parts gulnea grass 1s planted. On the rest they cul-
tlvate all crops for house use: cassava, corn, peas and
yans (over 100 hills). The elder boys planted together
about 1500 to atoes. xkikkx# Cash is derived from: tonatoes,
eskallion (Hilda) pleating (Icypearl) and ralsing of pigs.
ghey have 1 donkey, 2 sheep and 2 pigs. Hilda estimates
he weekly expenditure for "shop" for the whole fan'ly of
6 at about 10/- Hospital 1s a big item of expenditure,they
gpent £10 for the last year. (Last summer there was an out
break of typhoid fever in the district).

Hilda assumed the role of a Cicerone and took me to
the homes of all the other neighbours. “he told me they s
me not long ago walking towards “hocolate Hole and wane
ted to meet me.
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Fam, R‘O‘O . 1560

nformant “udley Siupson who is son=-in-iaw of Mra.lilda
1107048.

TeDe

i.iss Hilda is an authority on hea}lng herbs and
xnows how to prepare tham, Sne is not a "balm woman"
yet, but the prescerintions given by a certaln ilss “ita
from the zine shop in Lettitz are sarried 4o hexr and she
prepares uilelie

"Liss Hilda is a candidate, she work with thils
Miss U4ta. illss fita the balm woman she write down the
ligt of all bush she has to use. They carry it to liiss
Hild&a ghe plek it and boil 1t and bottle in quart Lot~
tlos.

Unfortunately with all her kpowledle 'ilgs lilida
couldn't help her sick husbande "H}m an old man from
besinning. o

Lately Masie ‘fochester who llves wlth Hagil #itter
gunplaint of a persistent heca. wche. 3he went to lilss
Rita and cot a prescriptlion which ghe gave lilss Hilda
40 "dispense." This prescription "udley got for ae from
Miss Hilda. It 1s attached to the €op copy in “ile 7 =
Health - Fasce 3o

P R

i
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Information from Loo Johnson,
Interv, Hildae Simpscn,

17 666486

de0s 21,7048,

Present hourehold,

Simpson James, 57,
» Hilda’ T'ife. 32.
s ° oOpergent, son, 25,
»» Pearl, daughter, 23,
9 ‘10kford’ son, 19,
P Hubert, son, 17,

~
" =

James Simsso?‘ son of Richard Simpson and Sareh Simpson
/first is/, For details see “aran Simpson his mother,

Hilda Slmpson, ghtdwtesfienfxhewitnphhstZoshaskerx
daughter of Lenry and Eartha Rochester,
For detalls see Fam,Rec, of Martha Rochester and "ilbert
Rochester in B,B,le Ier brothers end sieters- "11bert Ro-
chester /BeBeSe/ . Ber*te R /Bop B, %/ Hemrv R, -
Kingston; Earnest R, /Us! .A7z Amend éayner'/Kingston/ 11
lel © uth inr5u0n7 Eelations are kept omly with "ilbert
and “erita,
Maprriecee They married in 1925, Before this she was
along wi.th Edgar Powell, ”Didnt stay together, couldnt pget
alonr,” She had one child with Edgar Powell: Florette Po-
vell, novw married to Dudley Simpson in Shadoek Hill, Flo-
rette was raised by the grandmother, lMaprtha Rochester.
Jamea Simpson had 2 outside children: both die’,
Chilldren : they had 5 children together, Pour are staving
in the home, one 1s away: Hesline Campbell, 1€ vears old,
married, is in “t.lary,

liouse, land farmin_gﬁ_
fouse*® . rocms, Zitchen, Furn.: 2 beds, 1 table, 2 chairs,

Iend: 4 aeres, all at home. Inherited from James’father.
€ &8¢ in cult,, 1,5 g.greas
Trees: 7 cor, AN, 1 another, 1 green skin.
Cultivations! Tometos 1400 holes, Casasva, Corn 1/2 sc. Co
Congo., 100 yem hills, Tsesllion 1/2 8- 4che in,
1 donkey, 2 sheep, - plgs,
Oescupeations: James ic cripnled, c¢=nt work, “pergent 1=
doing all the cultivating, “pergent and Iubert worksd in th
factory in the season,
LPen iings: 10_. weckly, Clothes L6 last year, lloapital
10,

Religion? all anglican,
Seghdold Iubert left school in the 1lst stand,, Pearl and

Hickford never went to school,



