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Dn 22/8/ hh 28, p.? line 1, -
Ruchester Claston head MM, 35 St, Eligab. co%our. ang%. W,2, tanner
n Simonette wife F,M, 32 4.4, W,3, homemak
» Gloria dau F,S, 12 . . ': W,3, 3.E,
i Orret gon M,S, % E " " W.1l, 3.5,
. Kenrick son M,8, 5 . v :
o Derick gon M,8, 3 ; " '
" etor son M.5,13 . " W,3, 3,E,

Owns 47 acres in 7 pé@cela. 16 in cultivation, 14 not used, 123 gra-
=%,  ging, woodland 2 ac, Other 2%
@U*’ 3+ acres tomatoes= 21800 lbs, 1 ackee, 4 avocadoes,9coconuts
A 1 guinep , 1 lime, 18 mangoes, 1 pawpaw,
&)\ 13 peas, 8% cassava, 3 sweet poi, ivams, litobacco=1000 1lbs,
1 donkey, 6 sheep, 8 goats, 3 pigs,
@ 1 motor car,

D e e e e o s e e e e e

Claston is the son of Charles and grandson of Simian Ro=-
chester, His wife is also a Rochester: daughter of William
and granddaughter of "homas, They are second cousins,
The house site Claston bouﬁht from Robert Rochester son
of Arthur Rochester, This Robert was also a tanner, he
got bankrupt, sold the Rlace and went to Panama, Claston 1s
considered "the big man" in the district, He learned the

™ tannery business "pight here in Bull Sa}annah" and for years
he used to tann and would go all round Yamailca in his car
to sell the leather, Just now he stopped - for this season
to tann, It is not such a good business as it used to be,
With the imported ready made shoes ~ 1t is chegper 1o buy
them than to make them to order,He has a big cultivation
to look after,

Convertion, Mr, Claston is a seven day adventist, He says he
"aaw the light" about 4 years ago, Asked how it happened
he said just reading the Bible, He found that many things
taught in church were wrong, Egpecially about the Sabbath
@God said man should rest} on the seventh day, and people
do it on the first day,"*ou cant rest before you work,"
And many people "rob God" from this day, glso there are nany
things which should not be eaten: like pork, some kind of
fishes, There are people who try to do it "halfway". But it
is not even worth while, because they dont have the full
enojoyment (of sinful but pleasant things3 and they will
not get into the kingdom of God, The Seven Day pew le -
it is not new, Their church is the oldest one, it existed
even before Christ - it is the oldest religion,

Mp, Claston came to-day from Mandeville vhere he
accompanied his two daughters (one outside - he has 2 out
aide children), The daughters went to the seven day ad,
school to be trained - one wants to be a nurse and the other
will take a commercial course, They will stgy there 4 or

a 5 years - depends how long it takes, This school is support-
ed by Seven Day Adv,



s‘-” 3
 Tomatoes versus Mp, Claston doesnt plant tobacco, The seven adv, are
tobacco, against smoking, so they dont plant tobacco because they
, dont want to Beil to anybody a thing they consider pernie
ciom, Tobacco - it takes a year and manuring, Tomatoes
« you can plant before peas, and after the tomato crope
After that you plant cassava, Tomatoes dont take a field
for the whole year, you dont have 10 make pay tomatoes

for the field gor the year,
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visit at home. Interv. Claston & ginonetie Rochesters
6070480 i
TsOe

1 xmow both Mr, & lrs. Slaston #ochester very well
and had many talks with them on several occasilons(see
subject files Rellglon & Family Life).

] house It 1s one of the biggest amdx in Bull=
Savanﬂ%%, situated in Green Olive at the southern end of
the valley. There are four rooms, a gpaclious verandah.
The kitchen and buttery are in a separate bullding. In
a third bullding there 18 a "hwath room" concreted.Un
the other side of this building there ls a little room
t00. There are two blg tanks with large catchmentse. Dy
ring the drought meny neighbours got thelr water from
$hese tanks. Under a big shed there are arrengemnents
for tanning.

On the verandah there are a few wooden arm-chalrs.
Mps, Rochester sits there often wlth her baby son and
gsewing. One room is used a3 a "drawing room". One =
which I slept for one night = is the bed room of
laston and his wife, Thelr 1ittle baby Earl sleeps with
them there. He has a crib. In the third room sleep the
girls and in the fourth the boys.
Present household?

T \ gtanner g

; Rochester glaaton head. Me40 Bu%l.sav. 7 AdV. cultivator

| 4monette wife M.35 hougewlfe
outside ch.of Clast, Hegtor son S5.20 2 » cultivat.

" . .. Elleine dau =.19 " at home

" Gloria dau S5.18 e " "o

2 Orrett son 3.13 Lo R A genees

- Kenneth son ﬂ.ll pyd ” 3

2 Derrick son 3 8 v

2.
Earl son 8. iy 9
G;l,ggtgn fochester, is thd son of Charles Rochester
and 18 wife Caroline (nee Dyer) The father's-house 18
quite near and their fields are adjolning.

01d Sharles Rochester had only 3 lawful chilldren:
$1aston, Albert and Igabelle called #ae who married the
eldest lawful son of loses £lliott and lives in lop Bull
3avannahe “lbert has his own field and house 1ln New “ ore
reste He is not married yet and apends regularly a long
::ok;end with the parents, #s he helps the father t0 cul=-

Vale. .

Charles “ochester wasin his younger days a figsher=
man and a rather poor man. HUNeX®EXX Claston achleved
nis economic and social high status in the community by
his own efforts. For many jears he used to work with his
cousin “‘obert Rochester, who taught him tannery. “laston
was also doing business for Robert Rochester driving in
the truck and seXitugxx buyifig & seTling fish, hlides etc.
When Reobert went bankrupt Claston bought his house
land.( a part of which belonged originally to the Sine
olair "estate" and was sold by Lueinda “lllott to “obert)

v1
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]g%iﬁéggg,_ Claston is undoubtedly one of the sheewdest 4
apeculators" in Bull Savannah. He was the first to

understand that with the developuent of the tomato 1ln=
dustry the land will be valued not only according to its
productive possibilities but also as bullding spots, He
acted accordingly and bought many pleces which seemed
to other people in Bull-Savannah absolutely worthlesse
For instancef the 6 acres he has in Ridge 4s very stony
especially near the road., Claston offered a plece for the
Seven Day Adventist Church to be built on. He 1s hullding
a house next to it which he plans to rent to the people
who come to work in the factory durlng the season, This
already oreates a kind of centre and improves greatly
the remalning part of the land. He told me how foolish
< | people are in Bull.Save.: they ask exorbitant prices for
Q) . & little part of thelr land on which somebody wants to
bullde It would be much more reasonable for them to mak
it foxvathers possible for others to bulld (if they can' &
afford to do it themselves) and in this way the rest of-
thelr land would be much more valuable. Claston has cer=
talnly a nuch better understanding of changing land va=
lues than professional land speculators in lontego Bay.
He gays he has 40 ackes in 5 parcels.(I believe he
has more)s 10 ac-es of home land, 20 acres in New o=
A} | rest bought from the settlement, 4 acres in Dunder Hqll
' and 6 in Rldgee. ' . ;

His cultivations, He 1s a big cultivator and has
many partners who Wwork with him on shares. He also eme
loys labour. This year he had 6000 tress of touatoes,

I understand he had still uore on shares. 5 acres of
cassava and alnost the same amount of land under gungoo
peas. Corn about 2 acreas. He sells a part of his crops.
Yams are planted only for home use. ' '

His enferpriges, He was tanning untill last Yhriste
nass. wever he finds that this business owlng to the
Yovernuent controls 1s not very profitable at present. He
doesn't know whether he will decide to keep it up. He
wasn't doing any tanning during the last six months,

He owns 2 boats which he rents to {ishermen: Percival
Brooks and Joseph Thonsas. He ugsed to have a truck but
sold At last year. He thinks of buying one this year.He
has 2 donkeys, 1 mlilceh cow,lstreer and 5 goats.

Claston's children: He had two children before he
?argizd 1mgnette Rochester his second cousin, The ole-
des 8 Hector .. 3 v -

The mother of E‘lf'eﬁee BOWOI‘ i}a?nt. oj.'r? lfex?(}? Iise,lfl asx?éj'. sF l'\I?fsiv:'1:5'-'M'
ley. Five children of Claston & his wife Simonette live
with the parents.
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Simonette Hochester - called Netty - is the daughter
of Willlam and Francella fochester nee Powell. (For her
fanily history brothers & sisters see Fam.Reg. of il
liam gnahestor Noe ;) -

lmonette was "in friendship" with Slaston since
1928, She had her fist child at her parent's houe. They
married 4 years after and she moved to Claston's houses.

Batty is very fomaf especially of her only daughter
Gloria. She always refers tactfully to "my dau ters"
but in more intimate talks she gpeaks of her "only dau=
ghter, little daughter". @Gloria and Elleine gspent &
'ew months from Shristmass till Easter in the T Day Adv.
ollege in Mandeville. The glrls found however that it
15"to0 long to take the full course there, which accordirg
to Gloria would last 8 years, after which they would be
fa trained for any profession. They came home
for the Easter holidays and didn't want to return to the
colloge. Slleine is to take this week some kind of examie
nation. During the girl's absgence Netty "fret" a lot.
ghe told me that besause of this worry her little baby
son Earl wasn't feeling well as me 1t had a bad influ=-
ence on her nursing, It 1s true that alfter the girls
game home Earl, who was a tiny and thin baby improved
so much, that I couldn't recognise him after a few weocks,

Religion. About Metty's and VYlaston conversion elec.
gee flle Re.igion,

Claston is considered & "big man" in Bulle avannah,
He ranks among the richest: “harles Lewls and the late
Epmanuel Powell. “laston is very popular with his fellow
Seven Day Adventists but not so much with other people,
posaibly it might be because of his religlous practices
which are not very popular with people of all other de=-
noninations. He p 8 a great role in the Church and the
minister from Mandeville visited him this year on two
ocoagions.
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" Rochester Clastom, 40,

@_" xemth. son, 11.

o
%, Family Record 37,

Information from fiimxtx Leo Johnson,
Inferv,.lletty Roechester,

15,6445,

:gG. 29.8.‘8..

'3 3 Hottv. ‘Wlf.. 33e

'Y} Gm’ d‘\lv-, 18.

'y} or“tt, SOn, 15, (7
s

’s Derrick, som, Oe ¢
2 Earl, 5 mmths, son, / 4//

‘gé) F) Ehi" cnat“’s dau.. 19.
4

1 $ton Rochester: som of Charles smnd Carolime Rochester
in Greem Olive, Half sister: Icodel licCarthy, Shadock

et _ Hin. F'ull br. and aist.: Albert RO-
ater, Greew Olive, Isobel Ellilott,

W daue of V1llilem and Francella Rochester,
en Olive,

Became friemds in 1928, married and started to share coumo:
home im 1934, They have 5 childrem, all living with them,
Clastor hes two outside childrem: Hector, som of Violet
Simpson in Shadoeck Hill /mee Poweel, wife of
Buston Simpson/j end Elaine » deaughter of Eva Durtom
of Ballard's Valleye

Houset 5 rooms, verandch, Kitchen, Jarage, Tanery, 2 tanks,
Marn,® 5 tebles, 4 beds, 6 chairs, 1 buresu, 1 cenbter tablc
1 washstand,

Iemd: 40 seres in 5 lots, 10 homeland,4%% Dumder Hill,

’ 20 86, New Forest, 6 aec, Ridge Hill, A1l bought: New Fo-

rest from L,Settl,, homeland from Robert Rochester,
Treses: 5 robimns, 7 commem,, & cocomuts,

Tomatoes: 6000, Yams: 100 ym: hills, OCasava 5 ac., comgo °
4aec. /14 baga/. corn 2 ae,

2 domkeys, 1 milch eow, 1 ealf steer, 4 goats,

Has 2 fishing boats, used by Joe Thomas and Percel Bpooks,
Veekly spem.: 13, Clothes last veari:ab,.30 om adults, LY
on childremn, Children’s ed, Ll12, ‘

AnBS.»gven Dey Adv, Cliastom Roch, Deacom of SevgDay Adv,
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