Manuscript reference: Ds 334

These two folios of a manuscript page with red margins are drawn with a group of wrathful,
possibly local deities, and a ritual structure related to their propitiation. It must have
accompanied a text describing these deities and giving instructions on the making of such a

structure.

At the centre of the first folio is represented the main deity of the group. Apparently male, it
has a long mane of rising hair as the main sign of its wrathful nature. With its left hand it
holds the leash of what appears from its small size and curled tail to be a caparisoned dog
rather than a horse. The deity sits on a terrible serpentine mount possessing nine heads
arranged in three rows plus a bird head on top on a long-tailed body dotted with open eyes,

who holds a bow and an arrow in its right hand and a noose in its left hand.

On the left side of the folio, in front of the group, stand a wrathful deity with rising hair who
holds an unidentified attribute in the right hand and a noose in the other, as well as a
makara-headed deity holding an axe or a pick in the right hand. The retinue of the main deity
is completed by four wrathful animal-headed deities, the former two of which are drawn on

the right side of the first folio and the latter two on the left side of the second folio. Among



these deities, the first one has the head of a mammal, possibly a weasel or a fox, and holds
what may be a noose; the second one has the head of a bird and holds what may be a sword;
the third one has the head of an elephant and holds a sword and a noose; and the last one

has the head of a mammal, possibly a dog, and holds a noose.

On the right side of the second folio is represented an elaborate gtor ma mounted on a four-
tiered base symbolizing Mt Meru, onto which are planted four victory banners. The gtor ma
itself, which is made of dough, comprises a hemispheric base topped by a tiered conical
object, a wide middle section that can be identified as a lotus seat with two ranges of petals,
and a diamond-shaped superstructure with three disks crowned with what may be a jewel.!

As a whole, this ritual structure appears to be a mdos.

! For a similar gtor ma described as “a heart-shaped black torma with five discs, mounted upon a lotus above a
square four-tiered Mt Meru base”, see Robert Beer, The Encyclopedia of Tibetan Symbols and Motifs, 1. ed
(Boston: Shambhala, 1999), pl. 139, the penultimate gtor ma in the bottom right corner; and its description on
p. 325.



