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Case History 28.

Allen 'atson 1s the owner of a shop with hets, The shop 1
at the far end where roads eross neer the Baptist Church.

He comes from St. Elisebeth. He was born there, He went t¢
Kingston to learn his trade. Hexvsemymdxx It took him 2 years an
three months to learn his trade, Then he wented to open a shop %
Balaeclava, but could not find & place there. Everyone was occuplt
He met there some frlends who advised him to mmmmxx go to the
mountains, He came Lo Worsop about three years ago. He did not ¥m
know here anybody. He was & complete stranger here, lis wife is
from Dalaclava, She works alsec in the shoo. ,

lr, Algen Vatson buys hats in St.,Elissbeth, It costs Him
over three pounds to go there, He alsc writes for his goods and
they ere sent by post. It costs also. He has a stock of about
25 semi-fini shed lady's hats and about 20 finished with rébbons.
He takes hats to wash them, to fashion them and to dye them, It
seems it is his mein business, He knows the nemes of different kim
kinds of straw. Some kinds do not grow here., They grow in St,
Elisabeth and people lmit trem. There were shout 7 hats drying
in front of his shop, He wes engaged in washing & hat in hot water
Foxsavdviviyximtx He took J,0, hat and showed it to his wife as-
king her what kind of straw it was., She seid after a while” banana
g was gled patted her on her shoulder and ssid “Good eirl”He
showed us some bank straw and other kinds. He said banana hat is
nice when somebody handles it with care, It is not good for a
labourer. It would bz spolled if worn in rein., And it would
crush if loads were carried on it. fe sald they make them nicely
in Jesmaica, They improved.

Mr, Allea Watson hed at the beginning & shop in All Sides
near Chung's shop. But two years ago he changed the place, le
thinks it is a better one at the cross-roads, as everybody pesses
thereg

Watson mear lives in the same house where his shop is,

He does not have land and does not cultivate anything., He does not
want to be worried with picking bananas, dilgging yam, digeging
irish notatoes, sweet potatoes. He wants to sive 211 his attentior
to his trade beceause he is dependend upon 1t = it 1s his living
He thinks he is doing well., "hen ecrops are rood neople buy and his
business 1s good. 'hen crops are bad, the business 1s not so good
and he rust walt for a better period. "hen he makes enough money
he wants to opem a shop in St, Elissbeth, A shop near the merket.

In Vatson's chop there are two long counters, and a table
where big irons were. On two walls behind the counters there were
shelves. Three big cardboard boxes were full of finished and
semi-finished hats which he bought. On others shelves there were
0ld hats whizlk he was cleaning er dyeing for his ~lients. St1ll o

;t?er shleves there were wooden forms on which they fashion the
ats.

Mr, Watson does not malke hats himself, He finishes the
ones he buys semi-finished, His mein business is to clean, wash,

dye and fashion hakx old hats which people bring and ask him to
do it for them,

He said the price of the new {inished ladvs hats were
L 1 for one and 18 sh, for another.
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on my wey to the h:itter' s shop this morning T met
almost at the front of the post office a 1ittle boy. RHe
wes walking & few paces behind J.0. end myself, so I
addressed him. oOnly afterwerds I reclised he was sent pur-
posedly to accompany us. Yesterday we met in Che flelds ¢
men - Berrice Cempbell. He scild his house was behind the
hattert' s shop. I told him I shall go one of these days
to he hatter to buy & hat and he said it to Mr. watson.
Thus he sent the scout to cccompeny us to Lis shop.

The little boy seid he was 11 and his nume was Wacdon
conald. The hetter he szid " is my fether in law - my
mother m:rried him". Asked whether he had sisters znd bro-
thers he ssid "pPlenty of them™ but could not give the ex:zcl
nurber. He is in his second yeer at school. He wes born
in Mcnchester where his mother lived previously.

He accompenied us &ll the way. Just before "ztson' s
shop we told him to go and tell his "father in leaw" we cre
srriving =nd went for a few minutes to the chineman shop to
buy cigacrettes. A

when we arrived at Mr. Watson' s shop himself :cnd
his wife were pretending they were very busy with cometing.
The shop was obviously ta died / es compared with the previ
vious day we visited it/ and Mr. Watson wes wearing @ clecn
white shirt and zpron. We sald good morning end were greeted
very solemnly. I proceeded at once to choosing ¢ hezt. T chos
ersemi-finished one to hesve Lhe opportunity to come once
more &s & client to Mr. Wetson. T told him T pre frfl“f to
have one finished by himself and we Jiscussed the detiils
of the finishing of the brimm, the colour of the ribbon,
the form of the hezd. He zsked his wife to show me their
essortement of ribbons. There were sbout 4 kinds of ribbons
in & sm&ll cartoon.

He seid the pric: was 18/-. T gave him 10/- in sil-
ver on cccount. I put it on the counter and counted it. He
célled his wife c¢nd showed her the colns. I thought thet
perhaps one of them wes not good. He seid solemnely:vIt is
business® and asked the wife to count it, 211 the time loo-

" king ot her attentively. When money was duly counted by the

wife he secemed to forget about it and left it &s I put it
on the counter. He took the hat a have chosen . He liked h!
pencil end wrote something inside¢ the hat. Then he held it
up high up and called to his wife:" T,ook No 4" then his
showed . it to his son and said "Number four" He showed to
each of us the het inside which was written the number four
/ I noticed & number four was zlso written on a ennemelled
besin - T do not know vhther No 4 was the consecutive num-
ber of the het sold that week or Jjust a sign he used/ :fter
hcving shown everybody the hat he put it on & side-t: ble,
and seemed to hecve finished the business part mfxthkx «nd
his face changed from very serious and concentrsted to mor
easy end smiling expression,
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w:tsonts wife son- the 11 years old Macdoneld 1is
zn apprentice in the shop. He sald he can' t meke hats but
e knows h.w to wash them., he wants to be a hetter too.

“wetson seid "Tt's how they leernm He seid his wife did not

know szbout hat end. "I learn her"

wetson knows Mendeville. He lLead a shop there just
before he cume to Yorsop. He had & shop- for one year =nd A
sever months. He couldn't do good business there beezuse th
there were XURVEVRY X &S meEny &8 6 hatters. "Too meny of us®
a0 he moved to Worsop "I never regretted itr.

He knows clso Melvern, he passed through Malvern
selling hets.

fhxx He is the only hetter in wirsop. There is not

e even in Troy. There is _one in ¢ lbert Town, but accor-

8ggn to ¥r. wetson he does not meke sychrimprovements" &¢s he
/ vr. Tatson/ does. The district is good. Best dey for
trade is usuelly Saturdeay.

nT were roman once. Since ¥ ome herg T se€ no romen
church, but I crossm. / Here he :rossed himself. He Joined
the Baptists ztxkivxvifexxx Deccuse h s wite wented him to
do so. "She drive me to the Bepris Dbeccuse she is Raptistr.
He scid however that if he went to town he would go to ¢
romen church. His mother was a "born true romen'". £0 Ves
his fether. He s&id there is & beautiful remen ccthollce
cathedrzl in wingston. They have four bhg bells. Two fecing
one side znd two the other, If & men marries he gives one
¢ 1 «nd one bell rings. If he is richer he gives £ 2 &nd
two bells ring, if he is still rocher he gives ¢ 3, and
c 4 end § 5 and 6 and 7 and even &s much ase8. 7 nd 11 the
bells would ring during zll his wedding trough. Mr."vatson's
conviction was that this money was not spent mon drinking
zend driving in a cern the priest "cocs nct put it in nis
poket", They use it to help the poor. They have schools,
where boys e&re treined to be XRREXX carpenters, or teilors
sccording to what they are eble to do. There is & school
tor peupers - Vvery poor people. There ea. h child gets every
dey = hzlfpenny or = pcnny. They heve & s hool - ct.George.
They trein for priests end nuns. They spent this money for
the peojple. :
¥r. Wetson took off his hat end performed home
religious catholic ceremonies. He crossed himself, took the
holy wezter, kneeled - &s if in fromt ot Lhc clter. FHe did it
with reference znd serious miming. He seid he liked this
church snd the ccremony. When somebody is ill the priest
cemes end prays for him, If the men commitec murcer or other
sin - the priest prays for him zll thc seme. rnd 1f people
have sorrows the go to the rboxr and tell the priest,
nTt helps" said Mr. "Watson, ’

He told he rents his house from Mr.voddfine, who
l1ives in the hou e across the road.-He is an old ma n "A°
ripe menm" said Mr. Watson and at our reguest sent his son to
tell Mr. Voodfine of our intention to come and tels to him.
ifter a while the boy ceme snd we could see through the
window Mr. Voodfine was dressing / he apparently wes hoving
=2 rest in his bed/. Mr. Watson accompsnied us to ¥r. "odd-
fine cnd introduced us to him and his son.
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: Oscar Wetson is the son. of ¥rs.Watson and cdo, ted
by Allen Watscn the hatter. He is about 1C. There are n
dther children in the household, but nNscar s:id he hzd
"plenty of sisters and brothers". He was born in Manchies-
ter.

FA T met him for (he first time in his fathor's snop.
He was busy washing & hut. :

A few days leter T.met him as he was coming out of .
Chints shop. He zccompasnied me till his fetrer! s hop,
where T was going. He told me about the scéhool: how it is
divided into 3 houses » Who are the pcrsons after whm tie
houses ere named, that younger ch: ldren dont velong to
houses etc.

He enswers questions fully, not by mere rves wzopg, -«

Met him zgain lust Saturdey. Fe bought ¢t rhin's
shop 3 d. worth fish. Te walxked together. His favourite
dish is rice with meat. He prefers & at io I'ish. Fe aidg
not go to school on Friday / Szturdvx on <. iur 2y there is
no school/ BRut remember whst he lezrned on Thursdaey. It
was about Seshera - it is the biggest desert. Tt is in tsia,
but agreed he was wista en - it is in !frika. Fe ¢numer
rated the parts-of the world: Could not r.member Furope.
Hé knows that thex Kingston is a city in Jamealcs, -but szid
did nut yet «niw what or where ronaonl ana Nev vork vereo,
He rcads also at home. iie has & book. Tt is sbout how to
make a little gerden. He ex,ects t. be natter like his fe-
tner. He cent make hats but ancws how to wash them. WHe
asked-me when T will come to the snop to fetch ry hat.

On the evening the scwe day T met Mr. “watson. Fe
seld he teeches his son to beheave proper¥y. “hen the child
fights in the s reet with .other boys he spanks him. me
teaches him to be polite. KNBRVIvABeVEIX He vas very plessed
when T told him his boy is clever znd does not weste time
&t school. He szid he always tells him to be obedient to
the mester end mistresses at school. ¥novledge is ve trec-
sure inside my heed. If T have a cow, & calf, & donkey, -o-
mebody mey steal it"™ But what he has inside his hesd is
secure,



